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PAST, FUTURE OF NEAR EASTERN COUNTRIES ANALYZED 
Paris POLITIQUE ETRANGERE in French 10 Mar 80 pp 151-165 


Article by Andre Fontaine, editor in chief of the newspaper LE MONDE: 
"The Near East Yesterday and Tomorrow". 





Text Speaking to Michel Jobert, who wis at that time minister of 
foreign affairs, one day, Henry Kissinger told him that the conflict in 
the Near East had ceased to be local to become regional and then inter- 
national, and that his great ambition was to return it to the regional, 
and then local, level, “because as far as resolving it is concerned," he 
said, “that can never be accomplished." A historian, as he is, should 
not have used the word "never." There is no more a "never" in history 
rhon there is an "always." He should have also seen--and doubtless he 
has understood this since then--that the conflict in question is inter- 
national in itself, although none of the "local" parties involved has 
any chance of having its views prevail without outside support, and none 
ol the great powers can allow itself to ignore the region purely and 
simply in terms of profit and loss. 


Thus it is necessary to recall first of all what is at stake. For Israel, 
as for the Christians of Lebanon, it is a matter of the right to survive 
in the midst of 4600 million Moslems, including 100 million Arabs. For 

the Palestinivns challenging Israel, it means recognition of the right 

to existence as a state, categorically rejected by the Jewish nation and 
less categorically by its American protector, but accepted or proclaimed-- 
again with unequal conviction and effectiveness--by the socialist coun- 
tries, the vast majority of Third World nations and some Western govern- 
ments. For the capitalist countries, it is a question of the security 

f{ their oil supplies and the commitment, at least moral, made to Israel, 
which has powerful means for exerting pressure on a number of them, and 

on the United States in any case, to assure respect for it. For the 
Soviets and their allies in the world, it involves the growing need to 
have recourse to Arab oil, in the awareness that it is the Strait of 
Hormuz through which 30 percent of the hydrocarbon traffic bound for the 
Western world passes, that is its Achilles? heel. For the Arabs. . . 





For the Arabs, or we should say for the Arab nations, things are simpler, 
The convergence of their policies on this point does not prevent them 
irom opposing one another furiously very often on others. Algeria and 
Moroceo are practically at war over the Western Sahara, The two Yemens 
found themselves engaged at the beginning of 1979 in a test of force 
which deteriorated into armed conflict until Syrian-lIraqi arbitration, 
with the support of Saudi Arabia, put an end to it. Turning their backs 
on a rivalry which dated back to when they won independence, the govern- 
ments in Damascus and Bagdad were in fact at the time enjoying a real 
honeymoon. But this lasted only a few months. The enemy brothers in 
the two factions of the Baas--the socialist Arab renascence party-<have 
been back at their familiar destructive activities since the summer. 


The wheeling wing of conquering Islam, with vast resources available 
thanks to oil, Colonel Qadhafi's Libya has pursued undertakings to 
destroy stability one after the other into the heart of Africa. It is 
blocked by Egypt which, not content with signing a peace treaty with the 
sworn enemy of the Arab world, has transferred the bulk of the force 
massed until the present opposite Tsahal and the Israeli army to points 
all along the Libyan frontier. The suspension of diplomatic relations 
with Cairo by ail 22 members of the Arab League, with the sole exceptions 
of the Sudan and the Sultanate of Oman following the signing of this 
peice treaty, the "separate" nature of which the two parties insist on 
denying, against all logic, did not prevent the king of Morocco from 
subsequently accepting major aid from President Sadat in the struggle 
against the Polisario Front. The announced elimination of the payment 
of subsidies to Egypt by the oil producing emirates and by Saudi Arabia 
does not extend to the point of putting an end to their numerous and 
sizeable investment on its territory. 


There could be no end to a list of these contradictions, in which, how- 
ever, the actors, the locales, the nature and the purpose never cease 

to change. They illustrate the existence of profound differences in 

the Arab world between the partisans and adversaries of peace with 
israel. Between the pro-American and the pro-Soviet factions. Between 
the Westernized groups and xenophobes. Between the rich and the poor. 
Between the settled peoples and the nomads. Between the maritime 
inhabitants and che desert dwellers. Between the supporters of pan- 
Arabism and che local nationalists. Among the various nationalisms, 

and among not only rival but also neighboring ideologies. Between those 
who would like to make Cairo the capital of the Arab world and those 

who would establish that capital in Bagdad, Riyadh or Algiers. Between 
the religious and the lay factions. Between the Moslems and the non- 
Moslems. Among the Moslems themselves, the opposition between the 
Sunnites and the Shiites is creating tensions in the area of the Persian 
Gulf, while the advocates of the integrity of Islam are divided for 
their part into conservatives faithful to the princes on the Arab penin- 
sula and the revolutionaries, the one faction fired by the preachings of 
Qadhafi, and the other by Khomeyni. 








Inadequace State Structures 


There is one explanation and one only for this kaleidoscope, insofar as 
the word suffices: The Orient is not yet equipped with solid state 
structures, within fron: tiers which would be to use the traditional 
expression, "certain and recognized." The experience in the Balkans, 

to which this case is comparable in terms of so many aspects, shows 

that in such a situation, only clearly established hegemony can guarantee 
peace. Now that of the jublime Porte (the Turkish government) col lapsed 
tollowing World War 1, and that of Great Britain and France which had 
taken over, not without a battle between them, did not long survive 
World War Il. The local cadidates for hegemony manitesced themselves 
one after the other: The Iraqi Nuri Said acting in fact on behalf of 
London and Washington, the Egyptian Gamal Abdel Nasser, the Libyan 
Qadhafi and, today, which explains their rivalries, the Syrian Hafiz al- 
Assad and the Iraqi Saddam Husayn. But none, to date, has succeeded in 
his effort. As to the USSR and the United States, they have not 
succeeded either in enrolling the countries in ine region under their 
banners, nor sharing them in clear and enduring fashion as they did in 
another era in Europe. 


Thus there are states, but they do Little but rally together human 
groups foreign one to the other, and above all motivated by group 
egotism, or put in another way, tribal reflexes, as is routinely seen 
whenever one feels its existence threatened. There is nothing pe jora- 
tive in this statement: It was the SUNDAY TIMES which, referring to 
Ireland, wrote some years ago that all of mankind was returning to 
tribalism. Similarly, in the Orient the government often comes down to 
the domination of one group over the others: yesterday the Christians 
over the Moslems in Lebanon, today the Sunnite minority over the Shiites 
and Kurds in Iraq, the Alid minority over the other ethnic groups in 
Syria, the Ashkenazim who came from Europe over the Eastern Jews 
(Sephardim) and the Israeli Arabs, the Persian Shiites over the empire 
of Iran, where the foreign Tuckish, Azerbaijani, Baluchi, Kurdish, Arab 
and Sunnite elements are counted in the millions. The state authorities 
automatically exposed to challenge, peaceful or violent, its predomi- 
nance being unanimously recognized almost nowhere. 


In an interesting article in the periodical FUTURIBLES, Olivier Carre, 
speaking of the Arab national renaissance, commented that there were at 
the beginning "three levels of the Arab national movement in terms of 
origin, three loyalties of a national sort--Islamic, Arab and local." 
To which, in his view, there was later added a "national state feeling" 
resulting in the division of the Umma, of the Arab nation, into a number 
of states. To be complete, it would doubtless be necessary to add to 
Carre's list another loyalty, this one more ideological, toward the 
Third World to which every Arab, and more generally every Moslem, how- 
ever rich or reactionary he may be, belongs, it would seem justified to 
say, in the depths of his heart, if only because he is persuaded, quite 

















rightly in the vast majority of cases, that he owes nothing of what 
he is to any sudden benevolence on the part of a Westerner, but solely 
ro the fact that he could by force, by ruse or thanks to circumstances 
wrest it from him. Riyadh is not the last capital where this has been 
noted, 


It is too often believed that a man who has attended European or American 
Lniversities, who has become familiar with our Languages and our culture 
becomes sufficiently imbued with them to be won over, to a great extent, 
to the values and the way of Life they express. This is an error: He 
possesses a deepened knowledge of our world, much greater than that 
which with but a few exceptions we have of his world, and often he 
acquires a taste for the advantages of all kinds this world offers him 
so long as he has the money. He drinks alcohol, takes his wife out in 
public, sometimes admits to his friends that he has ceased to practice 
his religion. But his true roots, those which are the source of his 
identity, remain hidden in the depths of Dar-el-Islam, that vast part 

of the world where one learns in the cradle that God is God, that His 
prophet is called Mohammed, and that all the rest is but idolatry and 
illusion. There are some among the Arab immigrants who have settled in 
Western Europe or in America who have become integrated in the society 
within which they live to the point of forgetting their origins: con- 
version, mixed marriage, naturalization have helped. But there are not 
very many. Moreover, Christianity has never really taken root in 
[Islamic territory. 


Nor has communism either. John Foster Dulles was not wrong in seeiny 
the Koran as one of the most formidable barriers ever opposed to its 
extension. For the Moslems, the USSR or China may be an ally in fact 
against Western imperialism, but there is no question of taking their 
independence from them. China was the first to understand this, being 
very active at one time in the Persian Gulf area, but apparently acting 
with great caution today. As to the Soviets, one can feel their frus- 
tration and mistrust of these people with whom one cannot, as is one of 
their dearest traditions, drink companionably. They have the impres:ion 
they are being mocked, in particular by the Egyptians, the Sudanese and 
the Somali, whom they once plied with generous aid, for which they were 
thanked by being shown the door. The renewal of an Islam which they 
regard as but the vestige of a ridiculous superstition catches their 
basic materialism short: As seen from Moscow, the imam Khomeyni must 
seem Like a totally aberrant individual, whatever service he may have 
rendered by plunging the Western world into an unprecedented confusion, 
thanks to the reduction in oil deliveries and the holding of the 
hostages at the American Embassy. And they cannot for all that ignore 
the encouragement he gave the Afghan mountain people who rebelled 
against the communist regime and the Soviet occupation. 











The Moslems, Members of the Third World First 


And this is what one must indeed be clear about at the outset. The 
Arabs and in a more general way all Moslems are for the most part mem- 
bers of the Third World first and foremost. The quarrels of the super- 
powers do not interest them, and if they try on occasion to make use of 
them to their advantage, they are well aware ths they must not allow 
themselves to become involved at any price. It .s no happenstance that 
there is still so much admiration in the Orient today for Ceneral 

de Gaulle. Their philosophy with regard to the "great powers" is 
exactly what his was, best expressed in the course of the talk he had 
with Leonid Brezhnev in the course of his visit to Moscow in 1966, 


‘IT want to tell you, Mr Secretary General, how much we appreciate the 
Support we have uad from the Soviets in helping us resist American 
pressure when it seemed excessive."' And he went on, when e secretary 
general in question expressed gratification, "Just as we are pleased to 
have the Americans with us to resist what might be excessive Si et 
pressure," 


The great powers took some time to realize it, but they must know it 
well now: A clear determination exists to make use of them, but there 
is no less determination to avoid being placed in their service, 


John Foster Dulles, quoted above, was very wrong when, urged by his 
basic mania for treaties, he wanted to recruit the Moslems for his anti- 
Soviet crusade, using the Bagdad Pact, closely linking four Moslem 
countries, Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Pakistan, with Great Britain and the 
United States, to complete the network of alliances designed to do what 
Kennan called "containing" and the Russians called "encircling" the 
Soviet Union. 


The effects are now before us. The USSR, which in the time of Stalin 
sponsored the birth of Israel, along with the United States, and subse- 
quently confined itself to a wise caution with regard to the Near East, 
has put all its weight on the side of the Arabs in their quarrel with 
the Hebrew nation. A clear anti-American sentiment has spread through- 
out the whole of the Arab world, which was rather more inclined at the 
beginning toward the United States, because it, pursuing the Roosevelt 
line, had contributed greatly to its emancipation. The law of escala- 
tion and easy comparisons came into play, and very soon in Washington 
and elsewhere Nasser, Ben Bella and a number of other Arab leaders 

were viewed as mere agents of Soviet imperialism, while all they wanted 
to do was to use the support of Moscow to complete the liquidation of 
Western domination and its symbols. 


A listing of the errors, the threats, the crises, indeed the wars which 
have resulted would take pages. The Bagdad Pact was abandoned first of 














all by Iraq, which Lived under the symbol of the most determined 
radicalism after the fall of the monarchy in 1958, and then by Pakistan, 
disappointed at being unable to rely on the aid of its allies in its 
clash with India, and finally by Iran, which from a privileged partner 
of the United States in the region became in the blink of an eye the 
spearhead of opposition to its influence, described as ' satanic." 


There remains Turkey, which is in any case an Atlantic Pact signatory, 
although the efficiency of its role is offset by its antagonism with 
another NATO-member nation, Greece, in connection with Cyprus and the 
continental shelf in the Aegean, Of all the members of an organization 
now 30 years old, no one is unaware that it is this nation which has 
experienced the most serious difficulties on the triple political, 
economic and domestic security levels. Kemalism, or in other words 
modernization at a forced pace through secularization and the imitation 
of Western measures, in the final analysis failed everywhere, as Paul- 
Marc Henry very clearly showed in an article in LE MONDE. Not only in 
Iran and Afghanistan where Reza Shah, the father of the last emperor, 
and Nazir Shah had unconcealed admiration for Kemal Ataturk, but on the 
very sites of the Ghazi triumph. 





The USSR experienced serious disappointments along the Nile, where it 
hac rashly thought it could behave as if on conquered territory. It 
nonetheless retains strong positions in the region, if only because it 
is the supplier of weapons, on a priority or exclusive basis, for Syria, 
lraq, Libya, Algeria and Ethiopia, which obviously gives it certain 
means of pressure upon them. 


Having learned from the Egyptian, Sudanese and Somali experience, as to 
the inconstancy and faithlessness of leaders who were not trained in its 
harsh school, the Kremlin has gone farther since 1978. It installed 

its own men, declared communists, in power in Aden and Kabul. In the 
case ol Afghanistan, it did not hesitate to intervene massively and to 
impose a new government by force, since that of Hafizullah Amin was incapable 
of dealing with a widespread rebellion. In doing so, the Soviets 
alienated the sympathy of many in the Arab world, already very seriously 
displeased by their alinement with the Ethiopians against the Moslems 

in Eritrea. A supplementary argument for all of those who, more or 
less inspired by Beijing, are reiterating that Soviet imperialism in 

the end is no better than the American version. The US, however, has 
finally disillusioned its most faithful allies in the region, the oil 
potentates of the Gulf, by proving incapable of defending those under 
its protection in Saigon and Tehran, and abandoning, although not 
forced to do so, the Taiwan regime. And above all it has commitced the 
crime of imposing on Egypt and Israel a separate peace, which leaves 
untouched the Palestinian problem, that "cancer," to quote the term 

used in THE ECONOMIST, which is bound to erode any agreement which does 
not provide the solution to it. 








i we Pe. pies, Live ountry 


Of the theueand and one probleme if the region, it @ust indeed be 
sGmitted in fact that there ie nene to whieh the selution seems in the 
sbetfat more simple of which in practice is more complicated, 1! each 
were to decide Tinally te accept the existence of the other, everything 
would work out a6 if By magic. Alas, that is not enact ly the case, 

Twe peoples, both equally persuaded of the legitimacy of what they de- 
mand, claim the same country, the same “too @uch promised land,” to 

use ‘he emprestsion coined by David Catarivas, called by one, according 
foe it® Mblical name, Erete lerael, while the other calle it Palestine, 
siftg 4 word which was emploved by the Romane but which had ceased to 
fe ignate any political entity, watil just after World War | when it 
(ame time to divide the spoils of the Ottoman Empire, 


if fact, whatever may be claimed, neither of the antagonists has but 4 
portion of full legitimacy. terael enjove the de jure recognition of 
the @a jority of the nations on the earth following the United Nations 
decision in 1971 designe!’ to divide Palestine inte two states, Jewish 
ane Arab. Rut ite frontiers are not these of the division. In the 
1968 version which the leaders gave assurance that, for security 
reasons, and very convincing to be sure, they did not want to and could 
not accept definitively. they follow the cease-fire lines established 
after the war of independence. They are not covered by any inter- 
fational agreement, even though Resolution 242 of the Security Council 
is implicitly based on their acceptance, it wae in violation of the 
Jnited Nations resolutions that the Jewish state annewed the Jewish 
part of Jerusalem, in that same year, 1948, because the resolutions 

siled for the internationaligation of the Holy City, and this is 
indeed why the majority of the foreign embaseies are et i located in 
Tel Aviv, and wet in the citw lerael regards a6 ite capital. The same 
is the case, and (© an even greater extent, with the territories 

ccupied since the 1967 war, the evacuation of which this same Besolu- 
tis *e? calle for in deliberately ambiguous terme, emphasized by the 

\eperity between the French version (des territoires oecupes) and the 
feelich version (from occupied territories), ia which the article Much wuld 
prove indisputably that it wae indeed a matter of a1) of the territories 
ih Guest ion is Miseiten. 


t epeak the truth, the legitimacy of their sation for the léeraeli Jews 
> fer leee the result of the United Nations wote than the achievement 
tf what wae for them for 1% centuries in exile simultaneously a prayer, 
duty and 4 promise--the return of the people who regard themselves as 
rhoeen by God to the only land ower which they had ever exercised 
sovereignty. “Newt Year in Jerusaion.” Who would dare oppose the 
fivine word written in the Bible” Who would dare dispute the right of te 
survivors of genocide to hawe a6 their own 4 land in which they could 
live sate from persecution and welcome those of their brothers who in 
turn might be threatene ” 


+ 




















All of this is the product of a Conviction acquired at the cost of an 
interminably paintul experience, As Golda Meif was to say on one 
occasion in an interview granted to LE MONDE: "Throughout all of hie- 
tory there have always been persecuted Jews, In the rest of the world, 
mankind has been divided in two. <A minority approved of the perse- 
cutors, while the majority condemned them. No one ever came to our 
aid.” Por centuries, the scattered Jows suffered persecution, The day 
came, with the uprising in the Warsaw ghetto in 1943, when they dis- 
covered that the victim, by Fighting, could halt the tormentors, et 
least temporarily. tt was at that moment that the state of lerael was 
truly born. The launching of Zioniem by Theodore Herel, the proclama- 
tion by means of which Lord Balfour promised the Jews a “national home- 
land” in Palestine in 1917, the feelings of remorse and indebtedness 
experienced by the Western countries with the discovery of the extent 
of the Nagi genocide would not have sufficed to guarantee the birth and 
survival of the Zionist state had the memory of Warsaw not inspired two 
generations of peasant soldiers, determined to go to any lengths to 
protect their homeland, 


Unfortunately there is nothing in this language of a sort to persuade 
the Arabs. The United Nations resolutions’ Apart trom the fact that 
lerael--in all justice, let us say like the majority if not all the 
Other nations-<deliberately ignores those which do not suit it, they 
were approved in an era when the colonial powers still made the law and 
no Arab nation has ever sanctioned the creation of an Israeli entity on 
a territory which no one can dispute has been Arab for centuries. The 
promise of Yahweh to his people’ The Koran, the only book they know, 
makes no mention of it. Nagi genocide’ It has nothing to do with them. 
The obligation of the Western nations to make restitution to the Jew? 
Why should it be done at their expense, as Arabs’ 


Nor do they cast anv more favorable view on the argument often put 
forth by the Leraelis to the effect that they found in Eretz Israel un- 
exploited land, which they often, moreover, paid for out of their own 
pockets and which they have developed. The answer given them is that 
t© purchase ground has never sulficed to establish sovereignty, unless 
the previous owner expressly surrendered it, and that one could say as 
much of the colonial system, to which the Arabs have a ready tendency 
to compare the Ieraeli experience. 


And they recall that hundreds of thousands of Palestinians once lived 
on and thus from these lands, before fleeing the advance of the Haganah, 
the Jewich army which emerged suddenly from clandestinity in 1946, 

They left voluntarily, deceived by Arab propaganda, the Israeli propa- 
gendistse reply. That is partially true but what cannot be challenged 

is that the leraelis have never Let them come back again. It is hardly 
surprising then that on the one side one hears talk of expropriation, 
while on the other the talk is exclusively of security measures. 











There is no shortage of space in the Arab worid, the laraelisa say. 

juat move over a Little. ln this connection we have seen the 
Palestinians crowd into retugee camps finance: and organized by the 
linited Nations, which could be said to have been the cradle of their 
fatherland, a veritable culture medium for their national identity, 
Today, thanks in part to the education provided in the camps, and also 
thanke to the etudies which the Palestinians who stayed on their land 
have been able to pursue in leraeli or Arab s hools and universities, 
the Palestinians represent the most educated sector of the Arab nation, 
By virtue of thie fact, they hold key technical, political, administra- 
tive and financial posts in various of the Guil countries, trom Kuwait 
to Abu Dhabi. 


Thus the Palestinians have within a whole series of Arab countries 
particularly powerful, convincing and skillful advocates for their 
cause. It is a cause simple and easy to summarize: that of a people 
whose space has been taken, in some way or another, and demanding that 
they be returned, or rather given, a homeland. For a long time, how- 
ever, their claims were given only lip service. For many of the Arab 
government leaders, the Palestinians were basically a hindrance, friends 
whose constant recourse to the blindest sort of terrorism made them a 
particular embarrasement, doctrinaire factions with a progressive, if 
not Marxist, penchant, who challenged the traditional structures of 
Islam. But the support given by the USSR to the PLO to counteract the 
resurgence of US influence in the region, the major subsidies obtained 
trom various oil producing states, the coming of age of a whole genera- 
tion of young men raised in the camps, educated and ready, like their 
Israeli adversaries, to go to any lengths to ochieve their goals, led 
to more and more spectacular and determined actions. One can clearly 
see that this did not entirely suit the Arab governments, with Little 
desire to draw Israeli fire, as revealed by the establishment of refugee 
organizations both in Jordan, with the sadly notorious Black September 
in 1971, and in Syria, with the establishment of the Saika, the sole 
purpose of which was to bring the refugees situated on its territory 
under the authority of Damascus. 


Thus hunted, pursued and subjected, the Palestinians were quite 
naturally Likely to choose the weakest state in the region, because it 
is the emallest, the least well-armed, and the most heterogeneous-- 
Lebanon--to establish themselves permanentiy and develop bases from 
which to launch their attacks upon Israel. Only by a miracle, after 
the civil war in 1958, was that nation able to reestablish a minimum of 
national unity, based on such an unstable balance among its Maronite, 
Orthodox, Sunnite, Shiite, Armenian, Druze, and other population 
factions that it was decided once and tor all not to take any further 
census counts, for fear of being forced to modify a particularly subtle 
and complicated system of proportional distribution of the effective 
government power. 














The Lebanese government soon found itself taced with a situation which 
was entirely beyond it. Relying on local "progressive islamic" 
elements, the refugees converted their camps into fortresses, patrolled 
the roads, and hardly troubled to conceal the desire to establish a 
regime in Beirut which would support their ambitions. The Lebanese 
cabinet tried in vain, having recourse to various types of mediation, 

fo negotiate a modus vivendi with them, Finally the civil war broke 
out, one of the bloodiest seen in this century. Syria profited from it 
to establish its de facto protectorate over a country whose independence 
it had never entirely accepted, while the Christians took refuge in two 
sections of Beirut and co the south of the Lirani, where they openly 
profited trom Israeli aid. 


The Oil Weapon 


Thus at first glance, the Palestinians seem to be more circumscribed 
than ever, and committed to effecting against Israel only the terrorist 
attacks which frustrate but do not truly test it. Thus they are 
spreading throughout the world a very negative image of the PLO, which 
moreover often disavows this or that activitiy for which extremist 
branches are responsible. It is beyond denial, however, that the 
Palestinian cause has gained ground in the course of recent years, and 
for three reasons. The first, let us not deceive ourselves, is called 
oi] Since the 1973 war, the Arabs have discovered that it can be used 
aS a means of exerting pressure. The threat of an embargo based on 
immediate quota measures and price increases enabled them to convert 
the Egyptian-Syrian military defeat into an undeniable political 
victory. The majority of the nations in the industrialized world import 
a large part of the energy they consume, 


In the case of the Sudan, the proportion reaches 90 percent. It is not 
surprising that it should be this country, in anguish at the thought of 
peing suddenly paralyzed, which alined itself most rapidly and most 
completely in the winter of 1973-74 with the Arab positions in the 
Palestinian conflict. 


in that same era, the majority of public opinion in various European 
countries, in particular the Netherlands, and even in France, rallied 

to the cause of the Jewish state, the existence of which had never 
seemed in such peril since 1948, The fact remained that, led by France, 
the majority of the member nations of the EEC ignored the appeals for 
solidarity launched from Washington, even going so far, in the case of 
the FRG, as to refuse to allow the planes in the improvised airlift for 
Israel to land, giving priority to regular delivery of oil supplies. 
General de Gaulle wrore in his war memoirs that "In the club of great 
nations, I found as many sacred egos as there were registered members." 
He need not have worded it any differently had his temperament led him to 
frequent che club of average nations instead, 
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Little by Little, indeed, the erosion of the dollar has cancelled out a 
part of the effects of the oil price increase, and since experience 
teaches nothing, people let themselves believe that the days of abundant 
and cheap energy had returned, This was a terrible self-deception, with 
the majority of the producer countries beginning to concern themselves 
seriously with che steady exhaustion of their reserves and the almost 
total lack on the part of their partners of any policy to reduce consump- 
tion or invest massively in industries consuming little energy or energy 
from other sources, It was while this was going on that the news, long 
expected moreover, of the fall of the shah bureat like a bomb, followed 
by the decision made by Khomeyni early in 1979 to reduce Iranian exports 
of crude to two million barrels per day. Panic seized the West, causing 
the quotations on the free market, not co mention the black market, in 
Rotterdam to climb in just a few days t» $35 a barrel (as compared to an 
average price of $1.40 at the beginning of the decade), and leading to a 
general rise in less than a year of almost 70 percent. 


The policy of the United States, on which lerael depends as the heart 
depends on the lungs, was seriously affected. Although the United States 
itself has vast fossil energy reserves, in particular coal, the fact 

that this nation leads all others in the production of nuclear elec- 
tricity, and that the schist in the Wes: can provide it with large 
quantities of oil, provided the price can be paid, and there is not too 
much concern about ecology, the country was unwilling to follow Nixon 
when he sought in 1971 to set up a plan to guarantee independence in 
energy. Quite the contrary, US dependence on oi! imports never ceased 

to increase, for lack of nothing but courage. 


Under these condition:, the Arabs had if they winted, at least on paper, 
the means of literally forcing the Americans to exert the pressure 
necessary on Israel t: make it accept the basi: aspect of the Arab 
theses. It goes without saying that if men wh: shared the hostility of 
the Libyan, Algerian or Iranian leaders were i: power in Riyadh, Abu 
Dhabi or Kuwait, they would certainly nt refriin from using it. But the 
feudal lords on the Arab peninsula are tearful of the boomerang effects 
of such an attitude. Whatever the irritation they may feel toward the 
White House, guilty of supporting their indomi‘able Jewish adversary, 
they are well aware that their own authority, without American support, 
would be singularly threatened. The fall of the shah reminded them that 
thrones are not eternal. The besieging of the great mosque in Mecca in 
November 1979 by several hundred revolutionaries rallying in support of 
a new reincarnation of the Mahdi, the prophet of the last days, showed 
that danger was approaching. There was no question then for the time 
being of irritating the United States, .lready subjected by Khomeyni's 
challenge to such a harsh test. 


The fact remains that matters would become singularly easier for Washing- 
ton if the Israelis were to announce that they had finally become 
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"reasonable," providing it with some arguments to persuade the hesitant 
of skeptical Arabs that the dynamics of peace created by Sadat's visit 

to Jerusalem and the signing of the leraeli-fgyptian peace treaty could 
lead rapidly to 4 possible solution of the Palestinian problem, 


For the time being, it is the other path that Begin has chosen, Wholly 
indifferent to the imprecations of the outer world, imposing the austerity 
of an entrenched camp on the people, he operates from the principle that 
because of Egypt's defection, lerael no longer is greatly threatened on 
the military level. Syria, deeply committed in Lebanon, would not alone 
be able to match the Jewish army which remains, and by far, the st rongest 
in the region. in order for it te pose any real threat, it would be 
necessary for its forces to be joined with those of Iraq. The recon- 
Ciliation in early 1979 gave a certain plausibility to this hypothesis 
for a time. But thie threat has now been dispelled. If there is a 
threat of war in the region, it would seem to be rather on the shores of 
the Persian Gulf. Either if the hostage affair leads to American inter- 
vention in the end, or if Bagdad, with vast superiority, in view of the 
disorganization of the lranian army since the revolution, decides to put 
an end to 4 regime which creates such temptations for the Shiites of 
iraq, and keeps the Arabs in Kugistan under its iron rule. Or elee if 
the USSR decides to go on from Afghanistan toward warmer seas, 


israel, which hopes to be able to count, although it is now much divided, 
on the American-Jewish community, which alwaye plave 4 capital role in 
an election year, has thus made it 4 principle not to vield an inch, and 
to adhere to the triple negative formulated by Menachem Begin after the 
signing of the peace with Sadat: No to the Palestinian state, no to the 
ceding of the Jordanese left bank, and no to withdrawal from Arab 
Jerusalem. Under such conditions it is hard to see very clearly what 

the subject of negotiations could be. To speak the truth it is in fact 
surprising that Mr Begin, having won power, would agree to gradually 
return the Sinai to Egypt, since he constantly made his int ransigence 
his banner, and with equal vigor attacked the governments which preceded 
hie, all of which in his eves were guilty of congenital weakness. But 
without a doubt he has been the only one who could afford the lusury of 
peace with Egypt. Anyone who had yielded even 4 quarter of what he 
agreed to on this occasion would have earned his invective. The fact 
remaine that to go farther would no longer be a matter of 4 truly foreign 
African territory, but what is in Mr Begin's view a part of the Biblical 
heritage of lterael, in other words an amputation to the very flesh of 
Eretz tsrael. This he will not do. 





Can others, if they so determine’ The streneth of the Arabs is that 
they have in their favor time, space and numbers. in their thinking 
israel is but a thorn in the flesh, an imbedded irritation which, like 
the free kingdom of Jerusalem in the past, cannot hope to escape the 
classic phenomenon of rejection. They can clearly see that oil and 
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leraeli intfansigence assisting, Public opinion is much less hostile 
toward them than in the past. Yasser Arafat, in whom the leraelis can 
see vothing but a murderer, 4 great highway bandit, spoke from the 
rostrum in the United Nations, and was officially welcomed in Viennuwe=by 
For@ian Minteter Kreisky (4 Jew)<--and in Madrid, and subsequently in 
vafious other capitals in the European Community and in Tokyo, in the 
lmited States, John Connally, @ republican candidate for the presidency 
and with close links it ie Crue with the ofl lobby, was quite willing to 
‘reate a bit of a scandal by proposing « plan for settling the Near East 
conflict whieh gives considerable weight to Palestine as a fact, 


The American Decline 


The two other reasons, in addition to oll, for which the cause of 
Palestine has gained ground recently can be more briefly summarized. We 
have witnessed first of all the establishment of 4 “progressive” regime 
in Tehran, deeply engaged in the struggle against israel, replacing a 
regime which cooperated closely with it, even in the realm of intelli- 
gence and police work. Not only will the PLO benefit henceforth from a 
major financial contribution from iran, thus decreasing to that extent 
ite dependence on its other backeré-<Arab o11 producers and the Soviet 
Union, but also Yasser Arafat can congratulate himself on playing the 
role of honest courier between the imam Khomeyni and the emirs of the 
Persian Guif, tt is true that he was not so pleased when, having 
offered his good offices in the matter of the hostages held at 

the American Embassy in Teh mn, and having obtained from Wachingt on 
agreement in principle from which he hoped to derive great advantage in 
his battle with Terael, he found himself Srusquely shown the door by 
the imas, But thie is no way diminishes the profound solidarity which 
now unites the islamic republic and the Palestinian resistance, 


And finally, saturally, one quest not overlook the extent of the decline 
of American influence in the region, which is but the reflection of its 
uhiversal decline. Overtaken if not surpassed in the nuclear weaponry 
sector by the Soviet Union, whose sizeable fleet now moves with full 
impunity through the indian Ocean and the Mediterranean, the United 
States can no longer isllow itself to rely solely on the presence of its 
ferces to determine the outcome of an leraeli-Arab clash, such as 
occurred in 1967, with a quasi-ultimatum to the Kremlin from Johnson, 
and in 1973, with the famous nuclear alert ordered by Nixon and Kissinger. 
it is out of the ques: ion for the Americans to intervene, as they did 
without firing 4 single shot in the Lebanese civil war in 1958. Nor can 
the CIA be expected to mount a “mass mobilization” operation comparable 
to that which brought the shah back from his brief Romanian exile in 
1953. 


Mr Carter has had to watch, without turning 4 hair, the collapse of the 
regime his predecessors had thought they could make the guardian of the 

















Gulf, An everarmed giant, with the meane at its disposal to blow up the 
planet several times over, the United States has found itsell paralyzed 
by the holding of its embassy staff in Tehran as hostages by 4 group of 
bearded and overencited Moslems, If Carter has not responded with force, 
it te net only because he saw very cleariy that, as matters stood, the 
chances of Liberating the hostages unharmed were almost nonexistent. It 
is also because he feared that the slightest act of war against Iran's 
territory of ofl might cause a chain reaction throughout an indignant 
Moslem world. One has only to look at the incidents which developed 

when the mystifying reports to the effect that the United States attacked 
the great mosque in Mecca began to spread, or the dramatic conditions 
under which the American diplomats in Islamabad escaped the tire in their 
embassy, practically without intervention by the local suthorities. 


To top it all, the foreign ministries must from now on await, from one 
month to the next, the explosion of the first "Moslem" bomb, the product 
of the cooperation between Pakistan and Colonel Qadhafi's Libya. How, 
given this technological and military triumph, frustrating the efforts 
of the great powers to prevent proliferation, could the dinciples of the 
Prophet fail to feel transported by a feeling of pride and exaltation, 
seeing here 4 sign that dependence and subjection to the will of Western 
imperialiom are definitely coming to an end’ 


The leraeli leaders are not 60 blind as to be unaware of this change in 
depth. For 30 years they have sought to persuade the world to adapt 
iteelf to an accomplished fact. To balance the Arab pressure, they have 
always sought out friends. The USSR, France, and even, for a few months 
or weeks in 1956, Great Britain, tee been among them. Iran, too, and 
Ethiopia, which have today switched sides. Outside South Africa, where 
the raciem justifiably horrifies the leraelis, they can hardly count 
today on support except for the United States. That nation, with Mr 
Carter, has demonstrated how much weight it was willing to bring into 
play to lead lerael and Egypt to reach agreement. in view of the change 
in the factors in the political world which have occurred since the end 
of the war in Vietnam and the beginning of the oil war, it would be 
eurprising if once the crucial presidential election is behind them, 
they did net return to the task, directing the bulk of their pressure 
this time toward Terael. We will hear talk again of the Masada fortress, 
and the rebellious zealots who fought till the last man was massacred, 
in the year 135 A.D., rather than submit again to the Roman yoke. 


In truth the existence of Israel is too large a factor in the world 
status quo to imagine that it could be challenged again without leading 
our planet to the brink of world war. And the image of the temple 
Samson brought crashing down on the Philistines who had violated it is 
as much present as the image of Masada in the collective psychology. 
But the murky seductive aspect of these suicidal invocations is but 











momentary, and cannot obscure the depths of the need for peace telt by 
these people exhausted by history, and who indeed would like to sleep one 
night without having to listen for the steps of terrorists, the whine of 
missiles or the drone of bombers. Why, if this has become possible 
elsewhere, particularly in Europe, so accustomed moreover for centuries 
to periodic internecine slaughter, could it not happen in the Orient? 
Why, in the name of what, as the result of what curse it it impossible 
for an awareness of mutual interest finally to win out one day over 
distrust, hatred and scorn, among these Jews, these Moslems, these 
Christians who claim to believe in the same God’ 


5157 
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INTER=ARAB A)’FAIRS 


ARAB COUNTRIES ‘CANNOT SUPPORT IRAN WHEN IT 1S WRONG' 
LD301647 London AL=SHARQ AL=AWSAT in Arabic 30 Apr 80 p 5 
[Article by Jihad al-Khazin: "Iran and the Question of Extremism") 


[Text] Observers were not surprised when they saw that the overwhelming 
majority of the American people supported the military operation to 
rescue the hostages even after it had failed. President Carter had, in 
fact, remained circumspect and did not involve himself in anything until 
he felt that all diplomatic avenues had been closed in his face. 


American and general Western support for President Carter will most 
probably grow since the American television networks have screened 
pictures of Ayatollah Khalkhali picking with a knife at the bags contain- 
ing the American soldiers’ bodies. 


Regarding this subject, it is important for the Iranian Government to 
understand that President Carter is not pursuing an unpopular policy by 
escalating the pressure on Iran, and that the unpopular aspect of his 
policy is his extreme caution hitherto. 


The Iranian regime is behaving as if President Carter is isolated in his 
attempt to secure the release of the hostages and is, therefore, exploit- 
ing the failure of the military operation by embarking on a diplomatic 
campaign to enlist Islamic and Third World countries’ support for the 
Iranian stand against the Carter administration. 


It is more than likely that this Iranian campaign will not succeed in 
gaining much support. It certainly will not resolve the hostage crisis. 
The small states, whether in the Gulf or elsewhere, have now become 
apprehensive of the economic and military repercussions this crisis will 
have on them. Therefore, they want a quick solution before a real 
disaster befalls everybody. 





The key to the solution which will avert a disaster in the area and the 
world remains in Iran's hands, but the Iranian regime appears to be 
insisting on pursuing regional and international policies which have 
gained it the enmity of many countries and which endanger its own security 
by the presence of the Soviet forces on its common border with Afghanistan. 
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It is hoped that the Iranian leaders will revise their calculations to 
see where they went wrong and where they were right, and try to estab- 
lish a new basis for their dealings with neighboring and other countries, 
because it is not logical to think that Iran is right and the whole world 


ie wrong. 


The Arab states wish to build strong relations of cooperation and friend- 
ship with Iran. They believed that, after the downfall of the shah, 

Iran would restore ite cooperation with its neighbors on the grounds of 
religion, fraternity and geography, but it happened that the honeymoon 
was short and was followed by stands that serve no one, 


The dispute with Iraq is only one example of the difficulty of dealing 
with the ruling Iranian regime, which appears capable of behaving in a 
manner that can least be described as unusual, like declaring the 
occurrence of a military coup and the death of President Saddam Husayn 
and insisting on it, as Foreign Minister Sadeq Qotbzadeh has done at 
his press conference in Damascus. 


The Arabs, who are still hopeful of building strong bridges of cooperation 
with Iran are at a loss vis-a-vis this stand, just as they are at a loss 
with regard to the taking of the American hostages, because they cannot 
support Iran when it is wrong. They will definitely support it if it 
resolves ite difficulties, releases the hostages and resorts to reason 

on its foreign policy in general, so as to frustrate the designs of the 
enemies of the Arabs and Muslims. 


CSO: 4820 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


SAUDI, GULF PAPERS COMMENT ON U.S. OPERATIONS IN IRAN 
JN261204 Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0910 GMT 26 Apr 80 


[Text] Manama, 26 Apr--Today's Gulf papers comment on the abortive 
U.S. operation to rescue the hostages at the U.S. Embassy in Teheran. 


The Saudi paper AL-MADINAH says: It is better for the Americans to 
understand that the safety of their hostages will be guaranteed by not 
involving them in an adventure of uncertain consequences to their lives 
and world peace. 


Another Saudi paper, AL-RIYAD, expresses its fears over the serious 
effects of this U.S. operation on the fate of the hostages and the future 
of U.S. President Carter, who is now trying by every means to justify the 
failure and to prepare for another attempt which, we believe, will not 

be successful for several political and military reasons. 


Another Saudi paper, AL-JAZIRAH, calls upon the United States and Iran 
to exercise the highest degree of self-restraint and says: It is not 
too late yet to continue diplomatic efforts to solve the hostages issue 
peacefully. 


The UAE paper, AL-ITTIHAD says: "What happened yesterday was a warning 
and an ultimatum to the United States, Iran, the region and the whole 
world as well as an appeal for action to be taken to find a way out of 
the impasse." 


The paper adds: This is not the time to issue a condemnation but a warning 
about the potentially dangerous situation which could go up in flames 
at any time. 


The UAE paper, AL-FAJR, warns of the danger of the next phase and says: 
U.S. President Carter will not hesitate to commit another act which, 
this time, might be even more violent and dangerous. This is a possi- 
bility which we must not overlook. 


The Kuwaiti paper, AL-WATAN, says: This U.S. policy is not the personal 
style of the current master of the White House, but is the style of the 
American cowboy, that human model who wants to rule the world and subject 
it to his interests in the same way that he runs his own ranch. 


18 

















Another Kuwaiti paper, AL-QABAS, says: The U.S. President is one of those 
politicians who have managed to do themselves more harm than others. For 
instance, he antagonized Moscow by his miscalculation and short-sightedness 
over the policy of detente, and he antagonized Europe, the Arabs and the 
Islamic world by hie mishandling of the Middle East and Afghanistan crises. 


A third Kuwaiti paper, AL-ANBA', calls on Iran to cooperate with the Arab 
states in the Gulf "to prevent the area from becoming a battlefield, which 
will not serve our interests or the interests of Iran," 


A fourth Kuwaiti paper, AL-SIYASAH, warns against creating a world war 
atmosphere and says: "The circumstances are propitious unless matters 
are tackled with great wisdom." 


The Qatari paper AL~'ARAB asserts: "What is of prime concern to us in 
this whole issue is its effect on the security and stability of the 


area, such as involving the area in conflicts and conflagrations to which 
the countries of the area do not want to be a party." 


CSO: 4820 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB LEAGUE ISSUES STATEMENT ON IRANIAN EVENTS 
LD301005 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 29 Apr p 2 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT Report: "Klibi Defines Arab League Attitude Toward 
Recent Iranian Events") 


[Text] London--The Arab League in London has distributed a statement by 
Arab League Secretary General Chedli Klibi defining the league's attitude 
toward Iranian events and the abortive U.S. operation as follows: 


The Arab League attitude since the beginning of the Iranian-U.S. crisis 
has always been clear and frank. This attitude is dictated by the need 

to ensure stability in the area and avert the danger of war by seeking 

to remove causes of tension in the area. Our attitude, which we expressed 
in our speech at the General Assembly, has been oriented toward the need 
to find a humanitarian and peaceful solution to the hostages problem as 
well as to deeply understand the Iranian people's right to protect their 
country against any foreign interference. 


Today in the light of the new developments in the area we find it our duty 
to stress the following: 


l. The need to activate UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim's initiative 
and to further clarify the task of the fact-finding mission and the terms 
of reference of the Secretariat General in this case. We believe that 
this is the only way to prevent a recurrerce of the military adventure 
which took place today and to block the path to the military option and 
to its consequences, which would definitely lead to the exacerbation of 
tension in the area and might lead to unforeseeable consequences. 


2. In view of all the eventualities it is necessary to preserve Arab 
detente with the aim of achieving greater coordination among the Arab 
states so that developments in the situation in the area will not present 
an opportunity to disrupt the Arab rank. 


3. We are all committed to safeguarding the internal situation in the 
Arab homeland and protecting the sovereignty and preserving the national 
unity of every Arab state. 
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4 We feaseert our commitment te the policy of nonalinement a6 the oniy 
meanhe capable of enevring tunity for our countries and averting the 
Fieke of international! polarisation resulting from the possibility of 
the renewal of cold war, We belleve that coming developments make it 
incumbent upon we 4)) in the Arab homeland to show greater solidarity 
and compel we te move ae one big group capable of shouldering the 
responsibility of a joint Areb action responsive to the dictates of 
legitimate fational prierities and also compatible with the necessities 
of world peace, 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWALT PAPER ASSAILS OMAN FOR ALLOWING U.S. FACILITIES 
LD250937 Kuwait AL“-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 21 Apr 80 pp 1, 19 


[Editorial: "The Gulf Security and the Sultanate Bases"! 


(Excerpts) Since ic was decided in international and U.S. quarters that 
the Gulf area is to be turned into a regional and international area of 
tension all the countries of the region have said time and again that the 
Gulf security is the responsibility of its own countries. These countries 
also stressed their rejection of any foreign presence on their territories, 
particularly since the U.S. onslaught in search of military bases and 
facilities on the area. 


But it appears that the Sultanate of Oman adopted a different attitude 
and allowed the United States to establish military basee or obtain 
facilities for the U.S. fleets on Omani territory. And this means that 
Arab rejection of U.S. plans in the Gulf has been thwarted and completely 
undermined because the United States does not need more than one or two 
positions for ite forces in order to be able to dominate the area. 


Therefore, since Oman has dissented from Arab unanimity, the Arab rejec- 
tion has become meaningless because U.S. forces have established a 
foothold in the sultanate. 


Consequently, the Omani decision, although in theory concerning only the 
sultanate itself, constitutes a violation of the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of all the neighboring countries. Therefore, the rejection 

lof U.S. bases] by these Arab countries must consequently be followed 

by positive action by them to prevent the sultanate from allowing the 
establishment of U.S. military bases, which in addition to imposing 

U.S. hegemony, would be a source of danger to the other countries, 
particularly the Soviet Union which, in the case of war for example, 
would strike at the enemy bases. In other words, this area would become 
the battlefield for a war with which it has nothing to do. 


Moreover, the presence of U.S. bases in the area would lead to popular 
uprisings and to a state of unrest which the area can do without. The 
Americans, as everybody knows, are hated and represent a terrible symbol 
of domination, plundering and oppression of peoples. 
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United States’ bases in any country are not bases for knowledge nor are 
they branches of Harvard University. They are merely positions for 
oppression, for the exacerbation of backwardness, suppression of ambi- 
tions, killing growth, and murdering freedom, 


Moreover, what favor has the United States done us to make ua open 

our lands to it and allow it to establieh bases there, We are amazed 
that even a single Arab could do a deal with it without feeling ashamed 
of himself or embarrassed, 
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INTER@ARAB AFFAIRS 


PETROLEUM WORKERS ANTI=-MONOPOLISTIC CONFERENCE IN TRIPOLI 
Subjects Discussed 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 9 Apr 80 p 5 


lArticle: “The Anti-Monopolistic Conference in Tripoli Has Stressed the 
Right of Labor Unions to Assume Responsibility for this Sector. African 
Federation of Petroleum Workers to Be Created Soon. Practices of the 
Multinational Companies Questioned.” Passages enclosed in slantlines 
printed in boldface} 


[Text] This conference has seen the participation of labor organization 
from all continents: Asia, Africa, America, Europe and Oceania. 


Two hundred and fifty delegates from 56 countries represented 55 petroleum 
workers' unions, 6 international labor organizations and 44 delegations 
from national liberation organizations and democratic organizations, the 
attendance of which, as well as that of the Iranian 011 minister, has been 
welcomed by the conference. 





The delegates to the Fifth Conference have debated a question wrich lends 
itself to discussion: 


“The struggles of petroleum workers and of the world's nations in their 
opposition to multinational oil companies, and the success they have achieved 
in pressing their economic and social demands and their emancipation, both 

of which were aimed at promoting nationalizations and the organization of a 
new economic order in the world.” 


Concerning the responsibilities of oil monopolies/ who want to maintain 
their supremacy and to increase their tremendous profits, the delegates tc 
the conference have demonstrated that multinational companies are: 


- /Responsible/ for the present crisis in capitalist countries, hit by 
inflation, unemployment and industrial restrictions, of which workers are 
the victims. 











- /Responsible/ for the mendacious attacks against oil-producing countries, 
against OPEC and more particularly against Arab countries, 


= /Guilty/ of attempting to arouse against one another workers and the 
people in developing socialist and capitalist countries, 


/The Fifth Conference has also heard about and considered the struggies/ 
of petroleum workers and the success they have achieved, 


/Struggle and success/ of their demands concerning the right to work, the 
right to job training, the improvement of working conditions, better sala- 
ries, a reduction in working hours, and the workers’ civil and union rights, 


/Struggle and success/ against increasing occupational hazards, poliuticn 
and damage to the environment. 


/Struggle and success/ against attempts on the sovereign rights of nations, 
against obstacles to the nationalization of petroleum-related activities. 


Petroleum workers have achieved such success in developed capitalist coun- 
tries as well as in developing countries not yet freed from imperialiem and 
neocolonialism, after many struggles characterized by striker and demon- 
strations. 


In socialist countries and in oil-producing countries which have freed 
themselves from the yoke of multinational 011 companies, workers have seen 
a decisive and durable improvement in their living and working conditions. 


/The Fifth Conference has studied the joint action of petroleum workers’ 
unions/ aimed at breaking the stranglehold of all-powerful multinational 
companies and achieving true cooperation and the transfer of technology. 
To permit a more thorough study of these questions, a symposium of union 
experts, both economists and engineers, organized by and within the con- 
ference, has studied the question of the new relations which shou,d form 
between the countries and the people, as part of the new international 
economic order. 


A mutually profitable cooperation between developed and developing coun- 
tries should ensure the transfer of technology which will set aside all 
alienating forms of iabor or of economic and scientific inferiority, 
whether inherited or maintained by multinational companies. 


The delegates to the Fifth Conference have adopted the conclusions of the 
scientific symposium and have decided to include them in the final records 
of the conference. 


In particular, these conclusions state that: 





"Considering that technological mastery implies the ability, for a people, 
to be self-sufficient in producing capital goods, the symposium: 


= bas denounced transnational monopolies as the real obstacie to the 
acquisition of technological mastery by Third World countries; 


= has denounced the increased technological dependence of Third world 
countries on international monopolies, which enables the latter to make 
considerable Levies at the expense of Third World workere ard nations; 


= has concluded that technological mastery by Third World nations will 
require: 


= @ hew international economic order (increased cooperation of Third Worid 
countries among themselves and with socialist countries, reorganization 
of the international market and removal of the dollar's supremacy) ; 


= cohesion between the new international order and internal decisions 
concerning development methods and technological choices,” 


At a time wren imperialiem is threatening international detente and world 
peace with the gravest dangers, the joint action of ail unions is sore 
necessary than ever to ensure the irreversibility of the changes which 
have taken place since the Fourth Conference held in Baghdad in 1977, and 
which have benefited social progress, democracy, and the iiberation and 
emancipation of the people (...) 


The Fifth International Conference recommends that its standing committee 
begin considering the main lines of action it will have to develop as wei) 
as the immediate tasks it must accomplish. 


/@ith respect to information,/ the development of interunion exchanges 
where antimonopolistic actions are concerned may enabie us to be better 
armed, individually and collectively, in our struggle against multination 


companies. 


The joint action initiated by the standing committee to counteract imperiai- 
ist propaganda gust be continued and must take many forme. 


We must ensure a iarge diffusion of our final proclamation among workers 
in our respective countries, we gust give it a broad appeal and a popular 
character, we must make sure that the records of our conference are conm- 
piled and printed, and that they are used by international organizations 
and by our unions. 


in addition, an exchange of information on multinational companies and 
their planning departments involved in the petroleum sector, and especially 
on their methods of penetration and plundering may serve to increase the 
unions’ antimonopolistic watchfulness. 














fe bring closer te the petroleum workers’ unions/ countries whieh face 
similar problems with regard to energy, regional conferences adapted to 
these countries’ own antimonopolistic struggie conditions could be organ- 
ized, 


in each Of Gur COuntries,/ each iabor uhion Gust organize 4 joint action 

of petroleum workers, national liberation movements and nations struggling 
against repression and exploitation, colonialist and neocolonialist domi- 
nation, raciem, Zioniem and imperialian, 


For thie, we must lead information campaigqne demanding an embargo on 
petroleum product shipments to South Africa. . 


In addition, international days to demonstrate our support for the nations 
and workers engaged in this struggle could be organized by the standing 
committee, especially for the defense of union rights in Eqypt, Brazil 

and Uruguay. Ae for Saudi Arabia, the Arab Meirates and Bahrein, we should 
demand the right to unionize for workers in these countries. 


with regard to the economy in our respective countries,/ the unions must 
propagate and promote this conference's recommendations in their nationa) 
action, and especially: 


- in developed capitalist countries: nationalization of the energy sector 
and implementation of energy policies which protect the interest of the 
nations and the future of mankind; 


* if producing countries: taking over the production, shipment and process- 
ing of hydrocarbons, while at the same time promoting a policy of conser- 
vation of the deposits; 


= the development of economic exchanges between Third World countries and 
socialist countries, on the one hand, and between Third World countries 
among themselves, on the other hand; 


- @ decreased use of the costiy technical assistance of multinational con- 
panies and their planning departments. 


/in the short term, the standing committee will have to help prepare two 
meetings which are important for the union movement and for petroleum 
workers: 


- the World Trade-Union Conference on Development scheduled to take place 
in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in April 1980; 


- the Ninth Petroleum Session of the international Labor Organization (IIA) 
which is to take place in Geneva, Switzeriand, on 15-25 April 1980. 





To permit the implementation of this program of action, the delegates to 
the Fifth Conference have decided to create a standing committee, 


The standing committee includes representatives of petroleum workers' 
unions from the following countries: Algeria, Congo, Cuba, France, india, 
Irak, Jamahiria Libya, Kuweit, Nigeria, Rumania, Turkey, USSR and Venesuela, 


The standing committee shall have ite office in Tripoli, in the People's 
Socialiet Libyan Arab Jamahiria. 

. 
The Libyan petroleum workers’ union sha)l be in charge of the standing 
committee's secretariat. 


The delegates to the Fifth Conference cordially thank the Libyan petroleun, 
petrochemical and mining workers’ union and the People's Socialist Libyan 
Arab Jamahiria for their hospitality, and wish them full success in imple- 
menting their policy in the service of the people. 


The delegates to the Fifth Antimonopolistic Conference of Petroleum 
Workers’ Unions, at the close of their working session held in Tripoli 
on 26-30 March, call for progressive forces and workers 411 over the 
worid to unite and teke action: 


= against multinational monopolies; 
- against imperialism and all regimes of oppression; 
- for peace and the social progress of the nations. 


Federation Official Interviewed 
Aigiers El. MOUDJAHID in French 9 Apr 80 p 5 


(Interview with Mr Amar Lounis, general secretary of the National Federation 
of Energy, Chemical and Mining Industry Workers, head of the Algerian 
jelegation, by members of the economic editor's staff; date and place 

not given] 


(Text) The Fifth International Antimonopolistic 
Conference of Petroleum Workers’ Unions, called by 
the standing committee appointed by the Fourth 
Conference in Baghdad (December 77) has shown a marked 
increase .n the degree of maturity of petroleum 
workers in asfuming responsibility for this sectors 
at all leveis. This is an important victory at a 
time when the struggle against multinational 
companies and capitalism is intense, and when the 
latter multiply their efforts to create confusion 
and blame OPEC. 














Mr Amar Lounis, general secretary of the National 
Federation of Energy, Chemical and Mining Industry 
Workers, head of the Algerian delegation, has given 
more detailed information on this to members of 

Our economic editor's staff. 


(Question) Information concerning the Tripoli conference seems to indicate 
that it has been 4 success. To what extent is this true? 


|Anewer) First, in that unity of thought and action has been achieved 
among the 250 union delegates present. Ali agreed that we must bar the 
way to imperialiem, the strategy of which aime at finding a capitalistic 
solution to its present crisis, and to blame it on oi] and OPEC. 


The labor organizations represented have decided to lead a struggle to 
expose this strategy and fight it efficiently. 


In this respect, it should be noted that one of the major political deci- 
sions of the conference has been that, from now on, labor movements, workers 
and nations shall have 4 say in the struggle for a new international 

economic order, which should no longer be led solely by their goverrments. 


[Question] This presupposes that the means used in the struggle will be 
adapted to the present state of affairs, and especially it presupposes 
maturity in taking political, but also scientific, technological and 
economic responsibility for the workers’ demands. As far as energy is 
concerned, do you believe that the unions represented have shown such 
maturity? 


|Anewer) Most certainly. And the best proof we can give is that, in 
addition to the meetings of the Fifth Antimonopolistic Conference, they 
have held a scientific and technical symposium to analyze on new terms 
the world economic situation, and to ensure maximum efficiency for their 
struggle toward a new international economic order. 


Undeniably, today's labor unions are ready to confront the supporters of 
international capitalism even in the taboo fields which, until now, were 
reserved for technocrats. And this is the only possible way for them to 
defeat exploitation. 


[Question] What will be the immediate impact of the conference? 


[Answer] The wealth and intensity of the resolutions and debates have 
given a considerable scientific and revendicative importance to the 
conference. In the immediate, the results of the conference will be 
transmitted to the World Conference on Development to be held in 
Belgrade during the second half of April, and also to the United Nations 
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where they will be studied at the special session on the new international 
economic order. In addition, these results will constitute the central 
platform of the coming session of the International Labor Organization 
(Tlf). 


The conference has also made it possible to decide the creation of an 
African Federation of Petroleum Workers, which is to be antimonopolistic 
and anti-imperialistic. A constitutive conference for this federation will 
be held in the coming months, and Algeria, among other thincs, is in 
charge of preparing the necessary documents. 


[Question] What has been our country's contribution? 
|Anewer) All agree that it has been decisive in many respects. 


The General Union of Algerian Workers and the Federation play an increas- 
ingly concrete role in helping workers assume responsibility for the 
antimonopolistic struggle. This shows the degree of maturity achieved 

by Our workers and by the national union since the Fifth Congress of 

the General Union of Algerian Workers, as well as the progress accomplished 
by democratic forces in our country. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


U.S. ATTACKED AS MAJOR COMPONENT OF ‘INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALISM’ 


Kabul ANIS in Dari 9 Apr 80 p 4 


/arcicle: _Imperialiem Ie the Enemy of the Freedom of Peoples throughout 
the World"'/ 


/Text/ Imperialiem is the irreconcilable worldwide enemy of peoples, the 
enemy of the benefits and demands of the people and the enemy of independ- 
ence, sovereignty and national pride of peoples. Imperialism defends the 
leftovers of oppression and colonialism. It resorts to different types of 
neoimperialism. It engages in direct military intervention and engages in 
conspiracies ageinst progressive and national movements. It spends mil- 
lions of dollars and pounds on eliminating and bringing down national and 
progressive regimes. 


imperialiem places obstacles in the way of the political and economic in- 
dependence of countries through collusion with the blackest reactionary 
circles. It tries to stop the world's countries’ and peoples’ progress 
along the road of non-capitalist growth and progressive orientation. It 
is the basic cause of backwardness and the lag behind the caravan of pro- 
gress and civilization. 


Imperialism is the enemy of the freedom and liberty of peoples throughout 
the world. Imperialism also encourages reactionary nationalism and 
destroys national spirit in order to create friction among developing 
nations. It uses the weapon of sowing dissension, fragmentation and creat - 
ing rifts through its hireling agents. 


In accordance with its inhuman nature, imperialism uses every kind of re- 
actionary anti-progressive force in a broad manner to confront asssenst 
movements, national interests and spread discord. 


American imperialism is the helmeman of aggression and oppression in the 
world and with its ferocious brutal nature it is trying to turn the wheel 
of history through the quest for dominance and arms races to its greedy 

benefit and to reduce the progress and development of advanced humanity. 


> 








Imperialism, through inhuman characteristics produced by fascism and bloody 
dictatorship, causes wars and arms races, causes the destruction of inde- 
pendence and freedom of peoples and the democratic rights of people, and is 
responsible for the deprivation and suffering of millions of people. It ins 
by fanning thie fire chac the great masses in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
are forced to live in conditions of poverty, sickness and illiteracy and un- 
der obsolete social relationships. In our era, it is becoming clearer day 
by day that the existence of imperialiem and its accomplices is in contra- 
diction with the vital interests of the physical and intellectual toilers, 
the interests of diverse social classes, the interests of nations and 
peoples, and the issue of the freedom, independence and welfare of peoples. 


Conspiratorial American imperialism, the basic despoiler of the wealth of 
the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, has been transformed into 
the biggest international exploiter, the main object of the support of all 
reactionary circles and the number one international gendarme. It is re- 
sponsible for all warmongering, murder and plunder on the international 
stage. 


However, in spite of all these futile struggles, the scope of life for im- 

perialism is narrowing with each passing day on the domestic and on the in- 
ternational scene. With the ripening and interconnection of international 

forces, that is, the camp of peace and socialism, the national movements of 
salvation, and the tempestuous movement of the working class, the death of 

reactionary forces and international imperialism, headed by American imper- 
ialism, is coming closer. 


Therefore, imperialism is noxiously trying to create a rift among the 
struggling ranks of these potent forces. It is for this reason that 
American imperialism is, by purchasing such apostate and treasonous elements 
as al-Sadat and the likes of him, trying to create a breach among the pro- 
gressive and nationalist circles and movements of the nations of the world, 
including the Islamic ones. This activity is taking place through the CIA 
organization through the expenditure of billions of dollars. 


It is certainly being proved to all the freedom-loving peoples of the world 
who are struggling for their liberation from the shackles of oppression and 
injustice that expansionist American imperialism and its Chinese, Israeli, 
Egyptian and Pakistani accomplices have taken a treasonous stance against 
the freedom of peoples contrary to all criteria of human rights. 


The triumph of the April revolution and the transfer of political power 
from the hands of the tyrannical ruling class to the ruled and exploited 
classes have struck intense terror into American imperialism and its self- 
aggrandizing allies China, Israel, Egypt and Pakistan, who have ventured 

on military intervention in the domestic affairs of independent Afghanistan, 
contrary to the will of the tormented people of Afghanistan, by training 
bands of terrorists and agitators so that they may thereby be able to 
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perform good service for the exploitative and oppressive classes and con- 
front the revolution of the people of Afghanistan with defeat. 


However, fortunately, through the work and struggle of the brave, heroic 
people of Afghanistan and the fraternal, internationalist participation of 
the camp of salvation, the camp of peace and progress, these filthy, un- 
clean desires of imperialism have become frustrated and the heroic people 
of Afghanistan once again have proudly and gloriously emerged from this 
great test and have obtained great honors on the national and internation- 
al ecene which have rained powerful, murderous blows upon the moribund 
body of imperialism and its lackeys in the region and the world. 


11887 
CSO: 4903 

















AFGHANISTAN 


RELATIONS WITH USSR CLAIMED TO BE ON ‘FIRM FOUNDATIONS’ 


Kabul ANIS in Dari 26 Mar 80 p 4 


/article: "Friendly Relations between the People of Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Union Have Firm Foundations''/ 


/Text/ Long-standing good relations and brotherly bonds, whose likes in 
the world are assuredly few, have, through the fulfilment of commitments, 
respect for rights of sovereignty, national independence and territorial 
integrity and nonintervention in one another's affairs by the parties of 
both countries, and the fulfilment of the creative mission of the friendly 
people and the effective, disinterested aid of the Union of Soviet Social- 
ist Republics, truly emerged triumphant from the test of time. 


Before the victory of the great socialist revolution of October, Czarist 
Russia was an imperialist country in one vast nation of the world and a 
close and powerful ally against the world revolutionary movement and up- 
heaval. However, after this great victory and the establishment of the 
socialist regime under the leadership of its party and its great leader, 
not only was this country transformed into the secure base of the movements 
and upheavals of world salvation but it struggled as a powerful bastion of 
peace and peaceful coexistence and the defender of the rights of all man- 
kind in the nations under imperialism, exploitation and colonialism. In 
practice it took broad, revolutionary, effective steps to this end. 


Throughout history, with the aid of its brave, freedom-loving scions, revo- 
lutionary Afghanistan has launched passionate struggles against colonial- 
ism, aggression and domestic reaction. For the first time in the vastness 
of Asia, the colonialistse of Great Britain were reined in and the nation's 
political independence was declared, after the rise to power of Prince 
Amanollah, the king of the time, on 27 February 1919. In the course of a 
message addressed to the valiant people of Afghanistan, the ruler at that 
time said, "Afghanistan considers itself independent and free of the con- 
trol of England and from now on will benefit from all the rights which 
other independent countries possess." 


In this period, when Britain proceeded from British India with a military 
invasion of 340,000 troops toward Afghanistan, 60,000 patriotic soldiers, 
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the brave scione of the people of Afghanistan, prepared thempelves for a 
confrontation to defend the independence and national sovereignty of their 
country, Afthenieten received aseurance from the newly established nation 
of soviete and totel protection wae presented by the government of (he 
workers and pessante for Afghanieten's anti-colonialiet etruggle when on 
2? Mareh 1919, La the course of @ declaration, the nation of the soviete 
stated that it wae “enacting decrees on the non pursuit of a policy of oc 
cupying the lande of other peoples, on the official recognition of amall 
countries bordering Russia, and on the estabiiehment of good commer*ial re- 
lations with them”--@ declaration which left an effect Like a knife in the 
face of the Dritieh advance in Agia, As @ result of the just war of the 
heave Afghans, on * Auguet 1919 the Bricieh, after an ignominious defeat, 
signed af agreement recogniting the political independence of Afghanistan 
on the front and the shameful bed of coloniallem was ejected from our 
country. 


From the moment the gove;nment of the soviete abrogated the Cearist decrees 
and agreements and adopied an absolute revolutionary position on the side 
of peace and peaceful coexistence and protection of the human rights of the 
hationse under tyranny, colonialiem and world imperialism voiced the accusa- 
tion thet the Soviet Union allegedly wanted to export the revolution to 
other countries or place them under ite influence; in this manner, inter- 
tional aggeressore and reaction wanted to create obstacles in the way of 
(oe development and expansion of peaceful relations between the country o/ 
the soviete and the other edvanced countries of the world. In this regard 
the great revolutionary leader of the Socialiet Union said, “There are 
people who think that revolution can come about in a foreign country in ac- 
cordance with an order and through an agreement. People of this type are 
either stupid or agitators. Revolution cannot be carried out according to 
an order or by reaching @:Teement but rather comes into being at times 
when millions of people reach the conclusion chat one cannot live this way 
any ionger.” Imperieliem and colonialienm, however, have both become crazy 
and are makin, surderous agitations. 


The above rea oning was @ crushing biow rejecting the mockeries of coloni 
ailem and iep: rialiem. It persuaded the peaceloving nations of the world 
in ovr countr: a6 well, realizing the noble, humane policy of the country 
of the soviet»; good reletions existed from then on, and, in order that re- 
lations of god neighborliness be established with #11 ite human power, it 
was stated, i) 4 section of the agenda for the establiehment of friendly 
relations betveen the oewly-created Soviet Union and the newly~ independent 
Afghanteten, ‘hat “We will not interfere in your domestic affairs, ve will 
not Commit ag, ression against the autonomy of your people, and we will help 
every phenomenon playing « progressive role in the development of your 
peopie.” On thie besie, the government of the soviete was the first country 
officially to recognize our netional independence and it was the first rev- 
olutionary country to establish diplomatic relations with the country. 
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ALGERIA 


‘L'HUMANITE' REPORTS ONY ALGERIA 
Western Maneuvers Against Algeria 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in !'rench 13 Apr 80 p 7 
\Article from APS: "L'HUMANITE Reports ‘Present Maneuvers Against Algeria'") 


(Text) Paris--"The difficulties encountered by Algeria in its present 
negotiations on the price of natural gas with its two main customers, the 
United States and France, are characteristic of the present climate of 
international economic relations and of the will of imperialist powers 

to use all means to perpetuate their economic supremacy and their plunder- 
ing of the Third World,” the French newspaper L'HUMANITE wrote in yester- 
day's issue. 


“Aigeria, who has been advocating for years the creation of a new economic 
order, the vaiorization of developing countries’ resources, and genuine 
indepe: dence for these countries, is now the subject of maneuvers and 
pressures which show what credit can be given to the nice speeches of 
leaders of the main capitalist countries concerning aid to the Third World 
and the new economic order,” the daily states; it then goes on: 


"It is also significant that these pressures are exerted at a time when 
iran, whose interests Aigeria has just accepted to represent near the 
Carter Administration, is threatened and has become the object of actual 
economic biackmail on the part of the United States. This clearly shows 
their will of breaking, by all means, the front of anti-imperialist Third 
Worid countries.” 


Natural Gas Pricing Policy 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 13 Apr 80 p 7 


\Article from APS: “Algeria Refuses the Role of Basic Commodity Supplier”) 


(Text) Paris--The Algerian policy concerning the exploitation and the 
exportation of natural gas is explained in the second part of L'HUMANITE's 
report on hydrocarbons in Algeria. 











The special corresponient of the Parisian daily emphasizes Algeria's efforts 
in the investment sector and the necessity “for the price of natural gas to 
be at least equal to that of o11," In this connection, he notes the biased 
and mendacious reaction of certain French newspapers, and insists: “The 
truth is that weatern countries have not yet given up the ‘gunboat policy, ' 
even though their gunboats are now called Hersant group, Pedriel group, 
Hachette or RTF (the dominant French newspapers groups). The truth is that 
western countries have long taken advantage of a favorable power ratio to 
buy natural gas at a colonialist price,” 


"Like an increasing number of Third World countries, Algeria is rejecting 
ite traditional role of supplier of cheap basic commodities and corsumer 
of expensive finished products. The stereotype of the Algerian living on 
the exportation of its oil belongs in the museum of colonialist (or neo- 
colonialist) illusions, next to that of the “bicot,” the Arab earning his 
Gaily bread by selling rugs [in the street)]," L'HUMANITE's special corre- 
spondent then stresses. 


"Oil is not ‘black gold,’ and SONATRACH should not be a skyscraper in the 
desert,” L'HUMANITE's special correspondent adds; he then underlines that: 


"Hydrocarbons must not be considered as a natural accident, a stroke of 
luck, @ source of unearned export income. They must, first of all, serve 
the future needs of Algerian industry, provide the necessary resources for 
the development of the national agriculture and industry. For the same 
reason, SONATRACIHi--the national Algerian 011 company--is not an end in 
itself. Within 13 years, it has grown from 6,000 to 100,000 workers, and 
it should be decentralized to better adapt to the national anc regional 
development.” 


After a meeting with an Algerian geologist, L'HUMANITE's special correspon- 
dent reports, among other things: 


"The Algerian geologist wishes to recreate a living kingdom by replacing 

the desert with the sea. This would change the climate. A new soil would 

be created. The Sahara would become a food-producing basin for part of 
Africa. An industrial basin too, with the uranium, gold, wolfram, tungsten and 
iron deposits of the Ahaggar, with 4 new 011 deposit south of the Ahaggar." 


"To create an inland sea, that is technically feasible, the geologist adds. 
It is even the only real solution. Only, it is a project on an internation- 
al scale, a project which would require the efforts of one gereration,” 
L'HUMANITE's special correspondent adds, and goes on to conclude: 


"Such are the new illusions in the Sahara of the 1980's. Illusions which 
may be only projects somewhat ahead of their time. However, if the heroine 
from “L'Atlantide” [a pre World War II novel by Pierre Benoit] had seen men 
extracting and reinjecting gas in the desert at will, if she had seen 
independent Algeria, would she not have protested that these were but 
iliusions?” 
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ALGERIA 


PAPER CLAIMS NEOCOLONIALISM IS BEHIND TIZi OUZOU EVENTS 
LDO10833 Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 27 Apr 80 p 1 
(Editorial: "The Vast Difference Between Culture and Barbariem"] 


_Excerpts| The town of Tizi Ouzou has begun to return to normal and to tend 
the wounds on its face scarred by the barbaric sabotage actions of a clique 
which has placed itself in the service of neocolonialism against the higher 
interests of the revolution and the nati n. 


Ihe acts of rioting and sabotage have revealed the truth behind the "cultural 
demands" and the slogans with ulterior motives which have nothing to do with 
civilization or culture. 


[he pictures shown on television clearly depicted the effects of barbarism 
and of the malice against the country and the revolution, for the acts of 
sabotage were directed against establishments representing national 
sovereignty and involved burning the national flag, the symbol of our dignity 
and our martyrs’ sacrifices, and the economic establishments that concern 

the life of the citizen and which were built with the people's sweat. 


The neocolonialist press once again exposed itself when it wrongly described 
the sabotage against state establishments and public property as a ‘'con- 

frontation"” between the security departments and the perpetrators. In fact, 
it is a confrontation but one between barbarism on one hand and civilization 


and culture on the other. 


Some people, because of either ignorance or iil intentions, tried to explain 
what happened as being the result of the authorities banning one of the 
advocates of neocolonialism from using one of the university halls. The 

ban was because the "lecturer" was invited by an organization that has 
nothing to do with the university. A week earlier the same man impudently 
attacked Islam, which is holy to our Muslim people. In a statement to the 
French paper LIBERATION this man described Islam as being more dangerous 
than colonialism. This is the most extreme form of impudence, provocation 
and aggression. 


We wonder how the university hall could be made available to this "preacher" 
who shows contempt for the feelings and sanctities of the people. He should 
have been brought to stand at some other place in order to account for 

his actions. 
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The attempt by the minister of higher education to initiate a dialogue with 
the university students has revealed that the “cultural slogans” are only 
a cover for a vicious conapiracy concocted by neocolontaliam and its stooges, 


lt was no coincidence that thia vicious and barbaric attempt should get 

wide coverage in the neocoloniallat preas and that thie press should become 
the officiala mouthpiece of this movement using all ita skill in distortions 
and falsehoods, 


Therefore, once again we find that our war against coloniaiiem is not over 
yet; it has been chased out of the door but now wants to return through 


the window of sedition and disruption of the unity of the people and the 
nation, 
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TUDEH ORGAN; ‘U.S. IS MAIN ENEMY OF OUR REVOLUTION, PROPLE' 


Tehran MARDOM in Persian & Apr 80 op i, 2 


/article: "Let Us Concentrate Fire on the Basic Enemy of Our Revolution 
and People, American [mperialion''/ 


/Text/ Once again American imperialiem hae found the proper moment for 
putting all its levers of domestic and foreign pressure into movement 
againet the Iranian revolution. Carter's spokesman hae declared that the 
United States is starting the economic deprivation of Iran in all fielda, 
including food, and tightening the circle of naval blockade around Iran. 


America's bases in Turkey, Lerael, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, the 
indian Ocean, Kenya, Somalia, Greece, Cyprus and te other areas in the 
region surround Iran Like a ring on a finger. 


The Ba'thiet regime in Iraq, which some time ago set out on the road of 
treason against the people of its country, inciuding the genuine revolu 
tlonary forces, headed by the Lraq Communist Party, has now, in the logical 
process of this course, turned into an effective assistant of American im- 
perialiom against the [ranian revolution. Groups of saboteurs who are re 
ceiving money, arms and explosives from Lraq are causing catastrophes every 
day in Kordestan,Khuzestan, Kermanshahan and other areas of [ran. The 
Ba'thists have brought the quarrel between Arabs and Persians out of the 
graveyard of history and are sowing diiferences and dissent between the two 
fraternal peoples of [ran and [raq on behalf of imperiaiism. American 
ships are parading before the Islands of Tanb and Abu Musa and threatening 
the entire region. However, the Ba'thists are not saying a word in con- 
demnation of American imperialism, are not complaining before the United 
Nations Organization, are not entering into talks with Iran against the 
common enemy--to the contrary, they are committing sabotage through deceit 
and allegation against the Iranian revolution every day. 


Concurrently with foreign pressure, domestic pressure against the Lranian 
revolution has aiso mounted. In addition to the explosions, provocations, 
assassinations and attacks on booksellers and centers of revolutionary or- 
ganizations, which recently have assumed an unprecedented intensity, 
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rightiet and liberal elements, in the quest to gain power, are engaged in 
reorganizing their forces, The Maoists, who sometimes wear an Lelamic 
mask and sometimes a leftiat one, have found their way into the most sen 
sitive government positions and are obetinately pursuing their fundamental 
role, which is to create differences between the socialist countries and 
Iran and sow discord among the forces of the revolution, easpectally the 
Tudeh Party of [ran and other revolutionary forces, in behalf of American 
imperialilem, 


American imperialiem hopes that, by making use of all domestic and foreign 
elemente, it will be able to pull the Iranian revolution back. The prob- 
lem with the task lies in this first step iteelf. If American impertaliem 
and ite accomplices can hold the Iranian revolution back in its firet step, 
they can easily impose other steps upon us. 


Standing up to American imperialiam is "getting at the spring with a 
shovel.’ Let us not allow the spring to turn into a flood, where not even 
an elephant could block it off. 


How can one stand up to American imperialism’ How can one overcome this 
bloodsucking beast’ 


We save followed this road in history before and have seen, through exper- 
lence, that the unity of all forces is the secret of victory over the 
demonic forces of the great satan. Differences among popular forces at 
this historic moment constitute aid to American imperialism. Therefore, 
the Tudeh Party of Iran has decided henceforth to remove all forme of writ- 
ten dispute with popular and revolutionary forces from the pages of its 
publications. In the past we never took the first step to begin these dis 
cussions, but today this restraint has a deeper meaning. We consider that 
the destiny of our beloved Iran is in danger and, in order to face this 
danger, consider the creation of a climate of mutual understanding among 
the revolutionary and popular forces to be our duty for the sake of victory 
over their enemies. We also appeal to all other popular and revolutionary 
parties, organizations, groups and forces to eliminate the disputes. 


We hope that with this action the first effective step will be taken to 
create a climate of mutual understanding among popular and revolutionary 
forces. It is clear that our purpose in eliminating the dispute is not 

to avoid expressing differences of opinion. It is not to cut off construc. 
tive, useful discussions. However, we believe that the expression of dif- 
ferent solutions, no matter how much they may even differ with one another, 
mst mot be an excuse for creating dissent or pursuing dissent. 


de are of the firm belief that through the unity of the proper revolution- 
ary forces, aside from differences in political beliefs, beliefs of conduct 
or creed, the counterrevolutionary conspiracy of imperialism, headed by 
American imperialism and its domestic agents, can be thwarted and crushed. 














In accordance with our national, patriotic and revolutionary duty, we will 
put all our forces to work on behalf of this sacred objective. 


Compatriote! Forces loyal co the revolution! Let ue concentrate fire on 
the basic enemy of our revolution and of our people and our nation, the 
great eatan of American imperialien! 


American limperialiam Againat iran 
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INTELLECTUALS DESCRIBE MULLAHS' INFLUENCE, WOMEN'S ROLE LN NEW ORDER 
Djavadi: Mullahs Taking Revenge 

Copenhagen LNFORMATLON in Danish 27 Mar 80 p 2 

‘Article by Lars Moller-Rasmussen | 


(Text. Tehran--LIran's intellectuals talk about 
the priests’ takeover of the revolution, the sta- 
tus of women=-and some western misconceptions. 


“Lran after the revolution is one big contradiction. People gossip 
openly about the foreign minister being a bisexual but on the other hand 
almost anyone can risk being seized by the revolutionary committees that 
can be found in every quarter of the city. The government apparatus is 
almost paralyzed and yet here in Tehran they are experimenting with days 
when no cars can be driven, something we can't manage in our well- 
organized European countries. The president can say one thing and the 
students in the American Embassy then say something quite different.” 


The fellow journalist who outlined his impressions after a few weeks in 
revolutionary Iran in this way is not the only one who is confused. 


Many Iranians also find the revolution full of contradictions. This is 
true not only of intellectuals who on the basis of purely western ideo- 
logical convictions took part in the fight against the shah and who are 
already, so soon after the victory of the revolution, repelled by its 
"Islamic" character. It is also true of [Iranians who while not neces- 
sarily religious support an Lran based on Moslem culture and who worked 
during the revolution with the Islamic movements whose highest mutual 
authority was Khomeyni. 


Ali Asghar Hadj Sayed Djavadi, one of Iran's great modern writers, be- 
longs to the second category on the dividing line between the Islamic 
world and western ideas. Under the shah's regime he was known as a 














human rights activist which led to losing his job with a big Tehran news- 
paper and then being arrested during the turmoil that ended in the col- 
Lapse of the regime, Today he protests in the press against what he 
regards as the attempt of the ruling forces to blacken the name of the 
moderate Lelamic ex-prime minister, Bazargan through TV broadcasts in 

the middle of an election campaign in which TV was supposed to be 
neutral, 


No Precise Program 


Sayed Djavadi told LNFORMATION that the revolution had turned out very 
differently than he had thought it would, 


“We believed that the victory of the revolution would result in all pro- 
gressive groups that had participated in the struggle against the regime 
getting into power. But unfortunately the Leadership after the revolu- 
tion has been monopolized by the priests who have taken all the ruling 
bodies into their own hands, They have built up a power pyramid with 
the imam (Ayatollah Khomeyni, Ed. ), the Revolutionary Council, the com- 
mittees--which act as a police force in each quarter of the city--the 
Islamic courts and the semimilitary Pasdaran (revolutionary guards). 


“The government has no inf!uvence over these bodies who have the affairs 
of the country in their hands and who function quite independently of 
the government under the control of the priesthood. That is why the 
lranian revolution has not gained any united revolutionary leadership or 
any precise program." 


in the West people have been concerned about a deterioration of the 
status of women following the revolution. People are also shocked by 
reports in the press that prostitutes and homosexuals have been executed 
in lran after the revolution. 


"With regard to women's status, you must first remember that Iran is an 
underdeveloped country," Djavadi said. ‘"Three-fourths of the population 
are illiterate. And in a traditional society where the family plays a 
dominant role the patriarchal viewpoint is necessarily predominant. 


“But if the men were oppressed by the despotic regime so were women and 
that was the reason for their weak position. When an illiterate worker 
omes home from a i2-hour work day and doesn't find his dinner ready it 
isn't so hard to understand that he might hit his wife or his children. 


“after the revolution the priests’ orthodox view of women has been the 
predominant one. That is why no attempt has been made to integrate 
women socially or culturally into the revolutionary trend. In a way 
they have treated women the same way as they treated the intellectuals 
who were also excluded,” Djavadi said. 





He went on: “The priests’ interpretation of the position of women in 
society 1s completely primitive, Within Lslamic law there is equality 
between men and women in all areas, But with respect to modesty the 
priests have settled on a fanatic concept and have supported the wearing 
of the chador (a long robe that covers everything but the face, hands 
and feet, Ed.) by women, 


Prostitutes 


"In China, where the revolution was not Islamic, they also went in for 
women dressing simply and modestly. This has also been the case in 
other socialist countries, among other things in order to avoid expendi- 
tures for modern fashions and cosmetics. Lranian women should also dress 
modestly but without this fanatic exaggeration, There were three reasons 
why many women demonstrated after the revolution, They were opposed to 
restrictions of their rights, they were expressing their disappointment 
with the revolution and they also admitted a wish to be able to retain 

a few luxury items. 


"Today there are women who demonstratively use cosmetics, go to a 
hairdresser and go bareheaded--just as there were women before the fall 
of the shah who demonstratively wore the chador." 


Homosexuals 
What about the reports of prostitutes and homosexuals being executed? 


"In the first place only whorehouse madams have been executed, not those 
who were forced into prostitution. There are many false ideas in the 
West on these matters. With regard to homosexuality the problem is 
entirely different in Iran than it is in Europe or America. 


"In Europe homosexual relations are the expression of a free choice on 
the part of adults but in Iran homosexuality is closely tied to rape. 

It is also a problem that affects young people in particular due to lack 
of contact with girls their own age. It is common in the poorer dis- 
tricts in southern Tehran for bigger and stronger boys to commit homo- 
sexual rape against their weaker comrades from school. Those who were 
executed were not executed for homosexuality as such but for homosexual 
rape." 


Islamic Paradox 


The development toward priesthood domination which the Iranian revolu- 
tion has made is perhaps most painful in the view of the political 
forces who Like ex-prime minister Bazargan are Islamic but in a more re- 
formist way. According to Djavadi these people have "Islamic ideas but 
they are influenced by western culture. They are not orthodox--in 














contrast to the priests who now lead the country and who have absolutely 
no clear idea about the nation's economic and social problems or inter- 
national politics," 


The branch of Islam that predominates in Iran, namely Shi-ism, is usually 
regarded as more flexible than the main Islamic trend, Sunnism, Against 
that background isn't it surprising that Khomeyni seems to support a very 
literal interpretation of Islamic ideas? 


"Yes, that is a paradox," said Djavadi. "In Shi-ism the priests have a 
right--in contrast to Sunnite Moslems--to change interpretations of reli- 
gious law to bring it into accordance with current developments, But 
sociologically what has happened in Iran is that the priests have with- 
drawn from society in the course of time, shutting themselves up in re- 
Ligious schools. 


"They have not had any contacts with scientific ideas and the ironic 
thing is that because of this isolation they lack experience in state 
and social affairs. They have no experts in these areas and they are 
not flexible enough to work with other groups such as academicians, tech- 
nocrats and intellectuals. But in spite of this lack of ability and 
resources the priests want to have and retain power at all costs. This 
leads to stagnation and at the same time it is the most curious charac- 
teristic of our revolution,” 


Saffarzadeh: Women Had Biggest Role 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 29-30 Mar 80 p 2 
[Article by Lars Moller-Rasmussen | 


[Text | Tehran--An Lranian woman writer taiks of 
the situation of religious women, western feminists 
and the many meanings of the chador. 


One of the paradoxes of Iran's Islamic revolution is that it seems to 
give women a more restricted and a more prominent role at one and the 
same time. Iran's new leaders say that women should avoid dressing in a 
showy and provocative way and they should preferably wear the almost all- 
concealing chador robe--although this is not directly compulsory as only 
a few minutes spent on the streets of Tehran can convince doubters of. 

At the same time women seem to be in strong support of the new regime. 

As they were during the revolution women--clad in the chador--are a 
strong element in demonstrations supporting Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


For many westerners the chador became a symbol of the oppression of 
Islamic women and after the revolution western feminists went to Iran to 





demonstrate their solidarity with Lranian women, For western feminists 
the chador was a symbol of the Dark Ages. But it looked a little dif- 

ferent to the Lranian counterparts according to Iranian author Tahereh 

Saffarzadeh, 


Western Concerns 


"After the revolution there were rumors that the new leaders would force 
women to wear the chador, but that was not true,” she said to INFORMA- 
TION. "Aside from that most L[ranian women like to wear the chador. It 
is the costume they are most familiar with. 


"The problems of the western women are mental--ours are physical,” she 
added, "After the revolution some western feminists came to Lran and 
spoke of how Iranian women should stop wearing bras and cosmetics. More 
than four-fifths of all Iranian women are illiterate and have to deal 
with poverty and a brood of children in a single small room, They are 
not concerned with that kind of luxury. Not until we have solved our 
fundamental problems--the economic and educational problems--will we 
have time to deal with what might be called the ceremonial relationship 
between men and women," 


Tahereh Saffarzadeh writes poems which because of their political and 
social orientation could not be published before the revolution. But 
her first volume of poetry became the year's bestseller and since then 
she has published a total of eight collections of poems. She writes in 
a style that is new in Iran--the so-called "resonance poesy" in which 
images are piled on top of each other for a total effect that is highly 
suggestive. She also teaches literature at Iran's national university. 


Western View 


"If one doesn't know anything abour our religion and if one doesn't know 
what the shah's regime was like one cannot judge our revolution,” said 
Saffarzadeh. ‘One cannot even have a genuine sympathy for it. This is 
also true of the western feminists who have no knowledge of the problems 
faced by Lranian women, 


"If one looks at the situation from a western point of view one thinks 
Iranian women are helpless and oppressed. But if one goes up to them 
and asks one gets another answer. Islamic women are happy after the 
revolution and they are the majority. They feel respected and they are 
also filled with self-respect. It was the women's revolution. 


Women's Role 


“Women played the m... important role in the revolution," Saffarzadeh 
said, "They participated in it directly. For example 400 women were 
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killed in a single clash. They fought in the streets just like their 
sons and husbands did--and they encouraged them to fight too. 


"I know a woman who lost four of her children during the revolution, 
She has one child left and says she would be happy even if the last one 
had been martyred as well. This lies very deep in the Shi-itic form of 
Islam--if one sacrifices one's life for a just cause one goes straight 
to paradise, 


"The women I'm talking about were all religious. They were not intel- 

lectuals,” she stressed. "Society owes them all the honor and respect 

it can give them. Most of those who became invalids during the revolu- 
tion were also women. All these women are happy even if their sons and 
husbands were killed in the revolution, 


"This was the women's revolution and therefore we are not worried about 
our rights. If there are rights we don't have, we'll get them, Our 
women have a large supply of courage. 


Islam and Intellectuals 


"We intellectual women who are fashionable and uncommitted compared to 
the Islamic women may feel a little restricted if these Islamic laws are 
introduced," Saffarzadeh added. "But there must be some balance. Edu- 
cated women in Iran have been brought up with western values and customs 
and they feel remote from Islam. But they should try to understand the 
Islamic women and besides these laws will be flexible. Nothing has been 
made compulsory. Many do not wear scarves on their heads and dress as 
they always have," 


Tahereh Saffarzadeh wears a scarf herself but otherwise she is dressed 
in western clothes. Of her own religious views she said: 


"I believe in God but I may not be able to practice religion as these 
brave religious women do. Shi-itic Islam always fights against oppres- 
sion and for justice. It also opposes the compromises that are so popu- 
lar in this world. As an intellectual I have always written for my own 
people and I understand my people and the role of imperialistic influ- 
ences--economic and cultural--in our country.” 


Significance of Chador 

Of the chador, which she does not wear herself, she had this to say: 
"According to the Koran women should cover their bodies and Iranian 
women have selected the chador for this. But they also wear it to show 


their solidarity with Khomeyni and to show unity among women. Many who 
do not wear the chador wear scarves on their heads instead. It is also 
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4 question of identity, Finally thie mode of dress is aise 4 symbol of 
ac tiviem, During the fevelution the ehader was 4 sign of aétivien,” 


Saffareadeh does fot believe thal developments in iran are heading 

toward af almost total division of the sewes a8 there is in Saudi Arabia, 
“Our president is islamic but | de fot beliewe he will support the crea 
tion of a divided society, i don't think personally that society should 
be divided up if that way because it is simply 4 way Of Making the oppo- 
site sex more interestin,.” 


Monopoly and Flexibility 
Of political developments since the revolution she said: 


“The religious leaders have Gonepolivzed the power but they have 4iso 
shown flexibility in exercising it, When you walk along the streets you 
can see for yourself how quch freedom there is, Books on Marxian are 
sold even though Marxiem is against religion end even though Moslems 
would have to physically oppose atheists if they took the Koran liter- 
Siiv, 


“The Gost important problem for the reorganization of the country is 

the' we do not have good administrators and technicians in the Islamic 
circles The tendency has been to draw ali the leaders from these 
groups. And in the past they were fot in leading positions, either be- 
cause they were in jail of had been denied 4 job of because they had re- 
fused to take one to avoid soiling their hands. Another problem is that 
initially the Lelamic regime has fot acted in «4 revolutionary way so 
that many of those who had worked for the shah's regime either escaped 
to the West and plotted intrigues there or remained in their old jobs in 
iran and created problems here,” 
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1RAQ SEEKS UNANIMOUS ARAB APPROVAL OF NATIONAL CHARTER 
Partie AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 1 Mar 80 pp 31-32 


[Article by Baghdad correspondent: “Baghdad Presents National Charter in 
Response to ‘Balkanigation’ of the Middle East") 


[Excerpte) Hasean Il telle Saddam Husayn: “We are pre- 
pared to sign the Charter iamediately.” The Iraqi presi- 
dent replies: “What is required is Arab unanimity, not 

4 return to alliances.” Some Arabs expect a new “Yalta” 
to redivide the Middle Eaet. 


During his recent short visit to Baghdad, King Hassan II of Morocco ex- 
pressed to President Saddam Husayn hie readiness to immediately sign with 
\faq the National Charter which the Iraqi president had previously pro- 
posed, 


A dipiomatic report received in one of the Arab capitais, concerning the 
subjects dealt with during the recent visit of the Moroccan monarch to the 
Middie Hast and the resulte of the visit, states that King Hasean Il saw 
the Iraqi Charter as one of the most important political measures to pro- 
tect the Arab world from the dangers of sliding into the pits of interna- 
tional conflicts. 


The report adds that the King of Morocco felt that thie Charter embodice 
what the various regimes and factions of the Arab nation should seek tc 
accomplish in this period which is regarded as one of the gost dangerous 
periods ever faced by the Arab world, from east to west. Therefore, he 
told the Iraqi president: ‘| am prepared, without hesitation, to sign 
thie Charter with you, based on ay faith in the fact that this charter 
forme the proper framework to safeguard the Arab nation, maintain joint 
Arab action, and ward off the dangere of discord and fragmentation which 
threaten the Arab world.” 


The iraqi president answered the Moroccan monarch to the effect that the 
purpose of iraq in preparing thie Charter is not to sign it separately 
with Morocco or any other Arab nation, and leave out the rest of the Arab 





world, because this would be inconsistent with the goals of the Charter, 
and would plunge the Arabs again into separate alliances and discord, 


Diplomatic reports add that the Iraqi president told the King of Morocco: 
"One of the goale of the Charter is to transcend Arab differences, and 
not to allow any secondary bilateral differences to affect policies on 
universal Arab issues which determine Arab destiny. Consequently, the 
objective is to do away with policies of separate alliances and promote 
solidarity and joint action to confront immediate as well as distant 
dangers threatening the Arab world." 


"Therefore," the Iraqi president added, “what is required now is more 
communication and consultation among the Arab nations, to obtain a collec- 
tive crystallization of the views which will ultimately be cast in this 
Charter.” 


When the Iraqi president announced the Charter, the immediate impression 
among most Arab governments was that announcement of a charter of this 
type was dictated by present conditions in the Arab region of the Middle 
East following the developments which started in Iran, and then took a 
more dangerous turn after the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. The 
latter raised the threat of a confrontation between the American and 
Soviet giants, and placed the world on the brink of disaster. 


Lebanese statesman and {ormer Premier Sa'ib Salam conveyed such impres- 
sions to the Iraqi president during Salam's recent visit to Baghdad. 


The Iraqi president's response to Salam was: “There is no doubt that 
extremely important and dangerous events are taking place on the borders 
of the Arab region. It is natural that these events cast shadows and 
complications upon the entire Arab region. This is especially so /ith 
regard to the Arab ofl region, which may very well be one of the ultimate 
targets of the current international conflict which assumes a military 
character in certain phases, and a political character in others." 


The Iraqi leader informed Salam that these developments are naturally re- 
lated to the Charter. “Nonetheless,” he said, “they are not the only 
reason which impelled us to prepare it. The preparation of an Arab char- 
ter such as this, involving various postulates and dimensions, was the 
object of deep study which began quite some time ago, before the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan and its resultant dangers to the Arab world surfaced." 
Diplomatic reports express the belief that the Iraqi effort to prepare 
this Charter began following the Baghdad Summit and the abnormal position 
into which the [Middle East) region, and more precisely the Arab world, 
was placed after the Camp David accords. Thus, this Charter is considered 
to be a practical translation of the well-known Baghdad Summit resolutions. 


This discussion of the National Charter proposed by Iraq, leads the way to 
a discussion of the present state of uneasiness and apprehension in the 
Arab world. 








A great deal of speculation is going on, but it all boils down to the same 
question: "How can the Arab world escape a new ‘Yalta,’ in such a way as 
to be left alone, free of a return to the era of foreign protection, and 
free of the military presence of the great or superpowers?" 


If we concede that thie speculation or question reflects or expresses a 
state of uneasiness affecting all governments of the entire region without 
exception, a second question, almost equally important to the first, arises. 
It is this: “How long will the nations of the Arab world remain on the 
waiting list to learn about their future, and, consequently, about what un- 
foreseen developments await them?" 


A prominent Iraqi official states that the National Charter, which can 
provide remedies for most of the ills from which the Arab world suffers, 
can, to the same extent, presently provide an answer to the speculation 
and state of uneasiness haunting the region. 


The Iraqi official, who was talking to a number of Arab ambassadors at the 
residence of one of them, continued: "Colonial ambitions in the Arab re- 
gion, a8 a strategic location and a source of economic wealth, are ancient 
ambitions which never ceased through the ages. These ambitions were con- 
stantly a source of trouble between the great nations. Consequently, they 
were the cause of all past and present conspiracies against the Arab world 
to divide it, weaken it, and force it to live constantly in a state of con- 
flict and internal unrest, in order to prevent its growth and prevent its 
emergence as an effective power on the international scene. To go further, 
it is evident that if it were not for these ambitions, the Jews would not 
have been given a homeland in Palestine and there would have been no Is- 
rael." 


The Iraqi official concluded: "In order to confront these dangers there 
is no substitute for reaching a true Arab agreement which takes into con- 
sideration the basic roots of the problems of the Arab world, and is based 
on fundamental postulates. I believe that the Charter proposed by Presi- 
dent Saddam Husayn covers all of these." 


If Iraq says that the National Charter proposed by its president is the 
answer to all the fears and dangers which threaten the Arab world, and is 
the weapon with which to confront these dangers, what do the rest of the 
Arab nations say? 


Up to now, only a limited number of Arab nations have cabled Iraq to in- 
form it of their support for this Charter and their readiness to adhere 

to it as a Charter of honor which establishes agreement on how to confront 
dangers. However, these limited Arab approvais are not adequate in the 
view of Iraq, because the primary requirement is Arab unanimity based upon 
actual adherence. This Charter has to be accepted as an act of faith if 
it is to exist, and it cannot be compared to any other agreements which 
can be concluded between the nations which approve it. 








Based on this Iraqi concept of the Charter, Baghdad has not been content 
with proposing it. Rather, it is continuing its consultations with the 
Arab capitals in this regard. It appears that the appropriate time for 
Baghdad to announce the next step has not yet arrived. At any rate, 
Baghdad has not yet disclosed what type of step will be taken to make the 
Charter operative. 


some think it likely that the Iraqi capital will take the initiative to 
propose convening an Arab summit for this purpose, if it sees that the 
circumstances are appropriate and the Arab climate is suitable. 


While it is difficult to make safe predictions in this area, it is clear 
that as long as neither Baghdad nor any other Arab capital has yet an- 
nounced proposals to translate this Charter into practical steps, adequate 
consultations on the Charter have not yet been completed. In response to 
a question about the relative strength of pessimism and optimism among the 
Arab nations on this subject, a Kuwaiti diplomat said that the matter is 
much too serious to be a mere object of speculation as to which is greater, 
optimism or pessimism. The situation in the entire region is now the ob- 
ject of review, he said, in the light of reports about a new "Yalta." 


The Kuwaiti diplomat's words are in agreement with one of several reports 
received by an Arab government on anticipated events and on the areas and 
conditions which may be affected by the winds of change which have begun 
to blow upon the Middle East. 


According to some of these reports, the progress of the region has in the 
past been halted at several historic points, but after each stop, it pro- 
ceeded toward new horizons. 


Thus, the first stop was after World War I, when the Arab homeland was 
partitioned into small and medium size entities. Then came the second 
stop after World War II, when the state of Israel was created on Pales- 
tinian territory. What will come after the present third stop? Will 
everything stay the same, with minor changes in regimes? Or will there 
be more partitioning and a shift from political entities to sectarian en- 
tities (1.e., from political Balkanization to sectarian Balkanization)?" 
All of these possibilities are presented for consideration. In the think- 
ing of some Arab nations, withdrawing into one's shell and devoting one- 
self to one's own household is the way to guard against dangers. But 
other Arab nations believe that individual effort will be of no use, and 
that the way to guard against dangers is to undertake collective Arab 
action. 
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OFFLCLAL; PARTY NEEDS BRAVER LEADERSHIP 
jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 2 May 80 p 5 


|interview with Arye Dulzen by Political Correspondent Mark Segal | 


i lext 


ON THE FVE of next week's 
Lsberal convention, Arye Dulin 
acema extremely confident about 
his chances |) beat Deputy Premier 
Simba Ehriich in the race for the 
party « titular leadership. His goal 
in either the party chairmanship, a 
post left vacant since the departure 
of Dr Elimelech Rimait, or an en- 
tirely new position, such as chair- 
man of the party presidium, a 
supreme policy making body 

In an interview in his office at the 
Jewish Agency bulliding in 
Jerusalem this week, I asked 
Dulzin whether frequent —— 
abroad on ncy business 
affect his ability to discharge a top 
party job Dulzin was quick to 
observe that he did not aspire to 
any other position beyond the party 
post He repeated this assurance as 
if to put at rest any latent anxiety 
among his new party allies that he 
might be a rival for their job 

Indeed. he is entirely hapoy with 
his present position, to wich he 
had been \inanimously ele ted by 
‘he last Zionist Congress. He is only 
in mid-term and is amenabie to ap- 
proaches for another term he said. 

Dulzin has apparently ‘earned 
mueh in the ten years since 
Meniherm Begin forced Ganai out 
of the Golda Meir cabinet, obliging 
Dulzin to forfeit his seat at the table 
where he had been a minister: 
without portfolio 


Reiations have been somewhat 
strained between the two for years, 
with Begin only going through the 
motions of mobilizing support for 
Dulzin during the campaign for the 
World Zionist Organization's No.) 
igh , Dulain is gertainly getting back 
now arguing quite openly that the 
only hope for a second Likud ad. 
miniatration is to replace Begin 
with Ezer Weizman at the head of 
the list. But he is careful not to 
repeal his famous statement that 
the government needed heavenly 


mercy. 

Duisin prefers to be circumspect 
about talk of a centre party arguing 
that the Likud is at the centre or 
rather hes Likud. He is convinced 
that a refurbished Likud, including 
the Liberals has the best chance to 
come out on top. He says that if 
Weizman leads the Likud, then the 
party would recover from its pre- 
sent failing image ‘With Ezer as 
our candidate for the premiership 
we can win at the polls,’ he 
declared 

Was he not, in effect, registering 
a resounding vote of no-confidence 
in the prime minister’ ‘Not at all,” 
came the quick reply, and he 
eS oo to lavish praise on 


government has been less than 
successful The line he would like 
the Likud to adopt is “We brought 
you peace. now give us a chance for 
another four years to tend to inter. 
nal matters With the Weizman 
grin out in front, it could be the win- 
ning formula. he believes 











Vuiin we cerwimy No.4 in te 
as central commitiee chair: 

man, with Ehriich No.1 aa party ex: 
ecutive chairman. (The) all 
moved up one rung when Ehriich 
manoeuvred Rimalt out of the top 


position) 


TALKING of the party ‘lections, 
Dulsin spoke enthusiastically of 
‘our big surprise at the big turn: 
out’’ of 90,000 voters. This was a 
demonatration of the Liberals’ con- 
atituency, and that the par ty had ite 
cadres out there. In this, (here was 
an implied rejoinder to Herut's dis- 
miseale of Liberal popula support 
as fictional. 

What wae also a new trend was 
the shift away from the Tel Aviv- 
based party organization. This 
would lead to a tremendous change 
in the party, he declared, ignoring 
my question about its effects on 
Ehriich's Tel Aviv based machine. 
In hie view, the party convention 
would be swung by a new group of 
uncommitted groups, comprising 
about 25 per cent to 30 per cent of 
the total The elections would con- 
siderably enhance the standing of 
Energy Minister Yitzhak Modal, he 
said, referring fondly to his prin- 
cipal party backer 

The party poll had demonstrated 
the rank-and-file's desire far a 
atronger ano reformed Liberal Par- 
ty. and the result has brought him 
to contest the leadership, as 
pressure had begun mounting on 
him to throw down the gauntlet. 

“LT have received appeals from 
many groups whom Ehriich thinks 
he has on his side, including the 
Liberal Workers Union,’ he said 
triumphantly. Analysis of the 
results had hardened! his conviction 
of the measure of support he could 
garner 

Dulzin's super-optimism is 
challenged by Enhriich’s camp. 
which claims victory for 
themselves As has been observed 
elsewhere, if the claims of the 
Dulzin and Ehriich supporters to 
committed delegates were taken 
literally. then the total would add 
up to at least 140 per cent. 

But Dulain is in a comfortable 











position atthe starting post Even if 
his supporters do not manage to 
muster the necessary majority to 
remove Ehriich, then at least he 
will be in a strong bargaining poal- 
tion to extract major concessions 
for himaelf and his allies 

Dulain's challenge infers (hat 
whether he wing or Ehriich ataysyon, 
the days of the present Likud wi | be 
numbered including Menalem 
Begin's leadership of the Herut- 
Liberal bloc 

Finally it might be observed ‘hat 
both Dulzin and Ehriich are acting 
in the General Zioniat tradition of 
knowing how to switch horses in 
mid-race when they seem to be 
dropping benind that was the 
case when they joined with the 
Progressives in 1959, when they 
split with them to form Gahal with 
an ascendant Herut in 1955, 
preceeding to expand that alliance 
into the Likud in 1973. 

Victory in 1977 proved to have 
contained the seeds of disintegra. 
tion, and so the Liberals are off ona 
new tack — probabiy to revive the 
old Mapai General Zionist 
Mizrachi coalition that helped Ben 
Gurion run the WZO {n the 19308 and 
1% and which constituted the 
coalition of the 1950s 


WHY HAD Dulzin decided to run’ 
‘Recause our party needs a braver 
leadership, and so that the Liberals 
should stop being led by the nose in 
the Cabinet 

We should enjoy equal status in 
the Likud. We are in the govern 
ment by right, not by charity. I 
want the Liberals to regain their 
rightful place in the Likud and the 
government,” he declared, making, 


no bones about his view that the 
Liberals had slipped into the role of 
Herut's camp follower 

No. he did not favour early elec- 
tions at this juncture, largely 
because he did not want them to be 
determined according to Labour s 
convenierice. ‘We contro] the ma- 
jority and we will decide when and 
if new elections will be called,"’ the 
Liberal sajd 

Above all he felt that Premier 
Begin should be afforded ample op. 
portunity to conclude the autonomy 
negotiations ~ has steered 
the Camp David agreements. of 
which the autonomy scheme was an 
integral part. through the Knesset 
and ‘‘and only Begin can ensure it 
does not evolve into a Palestinian 
state Apart that | see no one else 


capabie of pushing this through tc 
the end "' 








After puffing on hie cigar, Duiatr 
said in measured tones ‘After an 
interval of time, say by the end of 
1980, we should review (the situation 
and aee whether new elections are 
called for '' Would thie mean bring: 
ing duwn the government and die- 
peraing the Ninth Knesset before ite 
legal expiry in November 10817 
Dulsin replied: ‘We will see.” 

He was not overly impressed by 
the public opinion polla showing 
that Labour would ewamp the 
Likud if elections were held now. 
They tend to ignore the 40 per cent 
undecided vote,’ he said, adding 
“Perhaps they dislike the Likud, 
but they certainly can't stand the 
Labour Alignment I do believe that 
with new faces in the Liberal Party 
and the Likud we would have a good 
chance of winning back many dis- 
enchanted voters” 

Did he fear the prospect of win- 
ning the party's top position, only to 
find himself a captive of Moda'i and 
his men” 

‘I do not relish being held in cap 
tivity by anyone,’ he replied 
breezily ‘l expect to gain support 
from a majority composed of 
various groups in the party. I 
should imagine that we will dis- 
agree on some issues, and that is 
how things should be — as long as 
we maintain a mutual respect and a 
civilized manner in conducting our 
iffairs 

Dulzin ® concept of party 
leadership inferred being ‘no more 
than first amiong equals,’ and he 
spoke of the General Zionist tradi. 
tion of never having one dominant 
leader. 

In reply to a question about 
Fhriich’s future, Dulzin said he did 
not envisage any change in the 
deputy premiers status in the 
Cabinet as one of four Liberal 
ministers . 


1870 





when i wondered now Vuisin, the 
outapoken moderate would get on 
with Moda'l, the noley hawk, in for- 
mulating policy, he replied warily: 
“For the doves I am hawkish and 
for the hawke I am dovish. My 
partnerehip with Moda'l le based on 
e number of agreed premises, on 
some laaues we agree to ee 

The aspiring Liberal Party 
leader was particularly outepoken 
when referring to a number of re- 
cent casea when the Liberal 
ministera’ lack of coordination 
allowed the extreme wing of the 
Cabinet to dominate policy-making. 
‘So far, we have capitulated to the 
others on the major issues. Take 
the Hebron houses decision. We 
allowed the others to @ moet 
damaging decision. Everyone 
knowa we will never implement it, 


and meanwhile we have caused un- 
told harm to Israel's international 
standing, he declared 

If Dulzin becomes party chair- 
man he will see to it that the 
Liberals will have a leadership that 
will lead and direct the line to be 
adopted by its Cabinet ministers. 

“At present, our ministers do not 
coordinate their position. This has 
to stop. and I want the party to have 
a leadership forum that will 
provide constant guidance,”’ he 
said 

My parting question was whether 
the Liberals would allow Gush 
Emunim'’s patron Agriculture 
Minister Arie! Sharon to bulldoze 
the Cabinet into altering the legal 
status of the settlements in the Weat 
Bank ‘Nothing doing. It is out of 
the question right now,’ he 


declared. ' 


” ‘ 








ISRAEL 


BEGIN'S POPULARITY DROPS ONLY WEIZMAN STANDS FIRM 
Jerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 15 Apr 80 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Mark Segal] 


[Text] Prime Minister Menahem Begin's standing continues to decline in the 
eyes of the electorate, the latest JERUSALEM POST poll shows. Only 21 per- 
cent of those polled now regard Begin as the man best suited to be prime 
minister. This is a decline of three percent in a month. Only Defense 
Minister Ezer Weizman remains untouched by the plummeting esteem of the 
Likud government, the poll shows, with the public either preferring opposi- 
tion figures or opting not to choose. 


Finance Minister Yigael Hurvitz's honeymoon is over, to judge by his drop 
in public favor. 


Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir has so far failed to register on the 
public mind. Two of his predecessors, Moshe Dayan and Abba Eban, won 
more support than he did. 


In the premiership stakes, Labor Party leader Shimon Peres is on the upgrade, 
with former premier Yitzhak Rabin not too far behind apparently because 
support for the late Yigal Allon is swinging in his direction. 


The poll was conducted by the Modi'in Ezrachi applied research 
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Q. Who le beet eulted to be foreign 
centre among « representative minister’ 
selection of 1,300 aduile 








Q Who te beet eulted to be prime March Feb. 
minioter® ow - 
March Feb Dayan 4 i 
: A Fban 16.8 14.4 
Menahem Be gin or ee a te rv 
Shimon Peres 1.6 108 Weisman 7 42 
Vitehab Rabin 2.4 64 5 rv 
Moshe Davan 11 ia Heain . ie 
don't hnow Chaim Hersog - 1.@ 
@. Whe is beet suited to be Others 5.1 5a 
defence minteter® l ndecided 
March Feb. den'tknow a1 “on 
— vo Ors @. Who ts best sulted to be finance 
Artei Sharor 5A 6.9 minister? 
Davan 42 2.7 
Rabin 5.2 LF | March Feb. 
Peres 4 is on oy 
Allen - 29 Vigne! Murvite 4 4 
Haim Bar Lev ie] 15 = Va'acov Levinson 35 +a 
Mordechai Gur ia 253) Stmhen Bartich 6 is 
Others 2.7 2.1 Gud Va'acobl 146 6° 
Undecided Avraham Shavit - ie! 
doen't know 53.5 31.8 Others 5.9 24 
t ndecided 
don'tknow a4 0 9.0 


Centre director Amiram Yarkon! 
noted little difference between the 
preference of men and women in 
the premiership poll, while younger 
voters supported Begin more than 
the 5) 60 age group. Peres was 
more popular among the 61-48 age 
bracket 


Roth men en more 
along the lower - & of tee olliee- 


tion ecale 











ISRAEL 


PRIME MINISTER KHALIL DISCUSSES AUTONOMY SECURITY PLANS 
Autonomy Security Plans 

[A081048 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 8 May 80 pp 1, 2 

[Article by ‘Oded Granot] 


|\Text| In preparation for the renewal in Cairo on Monday of the delibera- 
tions by the Israeli and Egyptian ministers on the issue of security in the 
autonomy areas, yesterday Egyptian Prime Minister Dr Mustafa Khalil, in an 
exclusive conversation with MA'ARIV, said that the head of the Egyptian 

team, General ‘Ali, would be coopting experts from the kgyptian Army, police, 
security services, gendarmes and people's militias in the consultations to 
formulate the Egyptian position. Khalil said that, in addition to 

General ‘Ali, who would head the team, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Dr Butrus Ghali would apparently also be taking part. 


The Egyptian Prime Minister expressed satisfaction with Israel's agreement 
to discuss the security issue, even though this agreement is a sort of 
“first step." He expressed the hope that the discussions by the Israeli- 
Egyptian ministerial team on the issue of security in the autonomy areas 
would be conducted "in all seriousness” and without Israel presenting as a 
srecondition its position claiming that responsibility for the autonomy's 
internal and external security is the sole responsibility of Israel. 


Senior Israeli elements said last night that Israel was not opposed to mili- 
tary and police experts taking part in the consultations in the framework 

of the Egyptian team, but they explained that it [Israel] did not intend 

to discuss details of the security arrangements in the territories, such 

as the IDF deployment, security points, numbers of weapons and so on, in 

the framework of this team. 


in any event, last night the opinion was reinforced that the establishment 
of an Israeli-Egyptian ministerial team to discuss security affairs might 
make it easier to continue with the discussions even after 26 May, which 


he target date for the end of the negotiations. 


is t 
Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir told MA'ARIV that he was “ready to sign" 
Dr Khalil's proposal to implement the autonomy in a structure similar 

to that of the "states"[last word in English] in the United States, on the 
assumption that the Egyptians understand that the U.S. model has only 


one central rule. 59 








Disturbing Autonomy Talks 
TAO81056 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 8 May 80 pp 1, 7 


[Article by Llan Kfir] 


[Excerpt] Egyptian Prime Minister Dr Mustafa Khalil has accused Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin of worsening the atmosphere in the autonomy talks. 
At a briefing for Egyptian correspondents, Khalil criticized Begin's 
remarke at the liberal conference (Begin had said if security was not in 
lesrael's hands, there would be no autonomy) 


In an exclusive conversation with YEDI'OT AHARONOT yesterday, Dr Khalil 
said: "If the prime minister of Israel, Mr Begin, wants to break the 
autonomy negotiations, that is his business. If Israel wants to stop 
participating in the negotiations, it can do so. For our part, in spite 

of all the difficulties created in the discussion about the security issue, 
we are interested in continuing with the talks, with the aim of reaching 

an agreement on establishing the autonomy." 


Khalil added that israel was setting prior conditions in the negotiations, 
and Egypt would not agree to this. In reply to a question about his 
personal feelings on returning to Egypt, Dr Khalil replied: "I can say 
that IL had expected we would achieve more in the negotiations. Unluckily 
for us, we achieved very little." 


A source close to the prime minister of Egypt expressed his disappointment 
that Prime Minister Menahem Begin did not take the trouble to meet with 
Khalil during the 8 days of his visit to Israel. During the conference, 
Begin maintained a telephone link with Khalil. 


Sources close to the negotiations believe that Egypt is no longer pressing 
to achieve an agreement by 26 May. On the contrary, they say that a new 
Egyptian trend toward slowing down the talks is apparent. This aim is to 
drag them out until November 1980--waiting for Carter's reelection on 

4 November--on the assumption that after his election he will put pressure 
on Israel. These circles point to the various bureaucratic exercises the 
Egyptians used, which created the impression that the Egyptians were on 
vacation and not in "marathon" negotiations. 


Egyptian Defense Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali said, in a talk with YEDI'OT 
AHARONOT, that the security program he presented and which aroused a stormy 
reaction from Israel was only an "opening position" and that it would be 
possible to introduce changes in it during the talks. 

Security Issue 
[A071029 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 7 May 80 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Hanna Zemer | 


(Text) "There is a difference in principle between settling [hityashvut] 
for security needs and [establishing] settlements [hitnahluyot] to realize 
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a historical right." This was stated yesterday by Egyptian Prime Minister 
Dr Mustafa Khalil who heads the Egyptian delegation to the autonomy talks. 


In an exclusive interview for DAVAR conducted in his suite on the fourth 
floor of the Accadia Hotel in Herzliyya, Dr Khalil explained that "Egypt 
will never agree to settlements based on the historical argument. Were 

we to accept this, then the same logic would lead to annexation." On 

the other hand, settlements established for security reasons on areas 
allocated to the autonomy constitute military installations. Their status 
during the 5-year transition period may be discussed within the framework 
of the security issue. According to Dr Khalil, later on the relevant 
parties would discuss the future status of these settlements and there are 
various possible solutions. 


Khalil added that the status of the "states" in the United States could, to 
a large extent, serve as a mode! for the autonomy in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. He claimed that whereas in the Camp David accords Israel 
committed itself to "full autonomy," what it is suggesting now is not even 
close to the authority of a "state" in the United States, which include a 
state legislature, state courts and state militias. Asked whether the 
extent of autonomy enjoyed by the "states'’ seemed the appropriate model, 
Khalil said: "Not exactly. However, this precedent could definitely 

be examined,” 


Dr -halil defended the Egyptian proposal for security arrangements in the 
territories. He said that the proposal had been wrongly interpreted. 

The proposal was not a detailed plan. On the contrary, "according to my 
colleague Defense Minister ‘Ali, at least 3 months would be required to 
discuss the specific paragraphs. Hence, the issue could not be concluded 
by the target date of 26 May." 


According to the Egyptian Prime Minister, what is needed before that date 

is an understanding that the security issue would be discussed in detail 
based on the Egyptian concept in principle of establishing local police 
forces, which would be subordinate to the mayors, militias, which would be 
subordinate to the autonomy authorities and an intelligence unit. In the 
in-depth discussions later on, a decision would have to be made on the other 
questions, such as the size of the internal security forces within the 
boundaries of the autonomy, the people to be recruited for these forces (as 
far as their selection is concerned), their training programs and so on. 
Khalil continued: "It is not true that according to our proposal the IDF 
movements in the autonomy areas would be subordinate to the autonomy 
authority. We only suggested that the IDF report their movements in advance 
for reasons of efficiency and safety on the roads." 


The Egyptian Prime Minister had in front of him the English version of the 
Camp David accords, opened to the chapter about "the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip." One could see that he had prepared his homework very well. 
Various sentences were underlined in different colors of ink according to 
their subject. Sentences referring to the security issue were underlined 
in blue ink and on the side there were several notes in Arabic. Khalil 
continued: "What you are suggesting is absolutely incompatible with the 
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Camp David accords. Exclusive Israeli responsibility for the internal and 
external security in principle contradicts the Camp David accords, whereas 

in practice it may imply the continuation of the occupation. In any case, 

it could be interpreted as the continuation of the occupation. Thus, we 

will never manage to include the Palestinians in the talks and gain their 
cooperation on the operational side as required by the Camp David accords," P 


Dr Khalil did not ignore the fact that the security question was not the 

only obstacle to an agreement on autonomy, The chapter dealing with election 
procedures includes the question of the participation of the East Jerusalem 
inhabitants in the talks--a very tough nut, There are even more obstacles 

in the chapter dealing with the authority (of the autonomy]. Dr Khalil 
believes that were Israel to accept the Egyptian minimal plan and were 

the autonomy to be full autonomy, the Palestinians would accept it, 

despite the PLO's opposition. 


Moreover, the Egyptian Prime Minister thinks that the establishment of this 
model of the autonomy will] not automatically lead to the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state. On the contrary, according to Khalil the 
Palestinians will opt (based on a process determined in the Camp David 
accords, which recognizes their right to participate in the determination 
of their future for a Jordanian-Palestinian state. [sentence as printed] 


Dr Khalil--a good-looking, polite man--wants very much to persuade the 
[Israeli citizens that their security and the security of their country can 
be achieved only through peace. ‘Before we reached peace the Egyptian 
threat to your security was the greatest among all the military dangers. 
Then, when the principles of peace were agreed upon, that very fact led to 
a specified completion of the normalization agreements even before the date 
set tor it. No normalization agreements were completed and initialled and 
will be finally signed, apparently within one week." [sentence as printed] 


The Egyptian Prime Minister will return to his country today. Head of che 
U.S. delegation to the autonomy talks Sol Linowitz will leave Israel 
tomorrow and plans to return to Washington after paying a quick visit to 
Egypt. The talks scheduled to continue in Cairo will apparently resume in 
2 weeks, on 18 May. 


CSO: 4805 
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U.S. EXRASPERATION SITH ISRARLi ACTIONS DISCUSSED 
jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 16 Feb 60 p i 
|Baiterial “He Who Lives Shall See”) 


[Text] te i¢ sot surprising to note that U.S. President Carter's blood is 
boiling over lterael’s challenge to the United States, if not the entire 

rid, and over ite pereieten:€@ in bul! settlements on the Weet Bank Nor 
is it strange that President Carter and hie government are enraged by 
\erael’s recent decision to permit Jews to settle in the city of Hebron, 


leraei's objective ic well-known. it is trying to win time to create «4 
ney accomplished fact on which to fall back when the tige® comes to negotiate 
a few peace with ite Arab neighbors. 


what we are waiting to see is what President Carter's anger and his government 's 

exasperation will lead to. Are we going to see the day when exasperation 

will be actually translated inte cutbacks in the wnlimited U.5. aid lavished 
lerae)’ 


“ill we see the day when intense anger will lead to the tuposition of sanctions, 
yowever iight they may Se be, Of ahy Ration that threatens world peace 


roveh ite recklessness’ 


will exasperation alwave end with a hypocritical kiss’ 


He wh iijiwese e@halil see 








TSRABI 


LENT MAJORITY OF JEWS SAID TO BF OPPOSEL TO ISRAELI POLICY 
erusaiem AL-OUDS in Arabic 16 Feb 80 p i 
Editorial "The Silent Majority” | 


eat There ie undoubtedly a eilent maiority among Jewe which does not 
lew things the way the ieraeli government does, and which adheres to 
erieciples aimed at achieving 4 real peace between lerael and ite Arab 

: L ahd rs 


De Bemanue! Jacobite, the chief Jewish rabbi in England, tesued 4 statement 
in which he declared two tmportant facts which the Israeli government has 
fren souanht net oniv te set aside but to conceal 


he Tiret ie that peace Goes tk begin with Sinai, but with relations betwee 
erael and the Palestinians. 


_ 


ihe second ie that if lerael does fot attain peace with the Arabs, israel 
might 48 weil be liquidated 48 4 state, 


This statement so aroused Israel's resent@ent that Dr Borg, chief of the 
terae)l delegation to the negotiations on autonomy, sent the lLeraeii 
ambassador in London in taguiry ae t the sccuracy of the statement 
attributed to Chief Rabbi Jacobite, and expressed the hope that it was 
not . tue 


* ‘©rae@li government Suet reslize that the silent @aiority of the Jews, 
wherever they are, is important and will speak up someday 


“yen that day comes, the israeli government will not be able to shroud the 
‘ace | the sun 
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80 p | 
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that Defense Minister ‘Ezer Weigman actually enjoya greater support from 
alignment voters than he does from the Likud votera, at a ratio of 39,1] per- 
cent of alignment voters who are satisfied with him, to 18.5 percent only ot! 
Likud votere who are satisfied with him, Outaetanding among those who are 
watiafied with ‘Eger Weisman are young people (63.2 percent) and relatively 
new immigrante to Ierael (62.1 percent). 


Among the supporters of Finance Minister Yiga'el Hurvitz, people with a 
higher education levei, (40,1 percent) are outatanding, while people with 
4 lower etandard of education (56.6 percent) are outstanding among his 


opponent a. 


The poll covered a representative sample of 1,200 men and women aged 15 and 
over who were interviewed personally in their homes throughout the country. 
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ISRAEL 


"HA'ARETZ' COMMENTS ON EGYPTIAN SECURITY PLAN 
TAO81245 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 8 May 80 p 9 
(Commentary by Ze'ev Schiff: “Egyptian Security for Israel") 


[Excerpts} The papers reported that the Israelis who heard General ‘Ali's 
security program were shocked, The truth is that there was no reason for 
this. Anyone who has been putting together the details of Egypt's security 
program for the West Bank should have felt this a long time ago. To me it 
seems that if anyone should have been surprised, it was the Americans. Prioi 
to this round of talks, Ambassador Linowitz told Begin that he had heard 

om Cayptian Prime Minister Dr Khalil that there were good points in their 
»rogram, and that the sides could now ignore the old Egyptian proposal that 
wanted to put restrictions on the IDF's movements in the West Bank. The 
Americans, therefore, had good reason to refuse to accept General ‘Ali's 
working paper,” so that it would not appear that this was a joint program 
with Egypt. When ‘Ali spoke about a U.S. presence and their incorporation 
into the various future supervisory activities in the West Bank, the 
Americans commented that they had never suggested such a thing and that 
this proposal had been made without consulting them. 


think that General ‘Ali did us a favor in his presentation of Egypt's 
security program for the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. We should not, 
under any circumstances, be insulted or angry at this. It would also be 
at) error to regard the Egyptian program as simply a tactical move. This is 
what we thought, mistakenly, when they presented their program for Sinai 
it the beginning of the negotiations. The substance of the matters and the 
mtents of the proposal are not tactics. It is only the method, the date 
of the presentation and the explanatory remarks to the communications media 
that are tactics. There will be a fight in Egypt over what General ‘Ali 


proposed. 


lt would be a mistake to regard this as a starting point, from which they 
will retreat. It should be recalled that the main negotiations with the 
Palestinians and the Jordanians have not begun. What appears to many 
people to be a starting point is none other than a policy intended to 

ap {us}. In the future, when we reach a compromise with the Egyptians, 
the Palestinians and Jordanians will regard this compromise as a starting 








point tor them. Therefore, the Egyptian program should be taken as it is, 
It would be advisable to explain it very soon and not act in accordance 
with Al-Sadat's tactics, which are: postponement of the main negotiations, 
as tar as possible, until 1981, to the period after the elections; and, 

in the meantime, bureaucracy, small crises and an agreement to slog through 
the negotiations swamp. We would be well advised to know, as soon as 
possible, what we are facing. 


Anyone who surveys the Egyptian security program for Judaea, Samaria and 
Gaza Strip, will necessarily reach the conclusion that the spirit is: We, 
the Egyptians, we defend you. The people who will help in this are the 
Palestinians and the Jordanians! Perhaps, with a great deal of trust and 
Vision, it may be said that such a program could be a framework for the 
distant future, when the Palestinians and the PLO recognize Israel's right 
to exist and when Jordan and Syria agree to territorial compromise or to 
border changes. But, until then, this is a program that must be rejected 
out of hand. In this form it cannot even serve as a topic for discussion; 
unless, for example, the Egyptians agree that we will decide for them about 
the rules for the security and movement of their forces on their border 
with Libya, and Israel's general security service will be a partner in 
collecting information from the Egyptian police agents in (Asyut), where 
there have recentiy been riots against Al-Sadat and the peace. 


The Egyptians are trying to calm us down on one point: the militia will 
not be established right away, but in another year or so. But it should 
be noted that it is not a question of a security program that will become 
valid after the autonomy has been in existence for 5 vears, but right now. 
in fact, there is not one point in this program that we can or should 
agree to, possibly other than the proposal that the IDF units that will 
remain in the territories will be far from population centers. 


How do the IDF and the other security services see Israel's security 
interests, at least for the next few years’? First, with regard to the 
military presence for the purpose of defense against dangers from the 
outside, from regular armies or terrorist organizations. The IDF's 
fighting torces will primarily be deployed along the border. From this 
point of view, the border is both the front line and the contact line 
through which terrorists may infiltrate or smuggic in offensive weapons. 
It follows from this that supervision over the official transit points 
(the Jordan bridges) on the autonomy borders will be under Israeli 
supervision. 


Military deployment does not mean taking several points and gathering inside 
camps without the ability to be mobile and move in and out of them. The 
reference is not to points in the field, but to areas. The most striking 
example is the Jordan Rift Valley. This is a security area where most of 
the IDF forces will be deployed and where many of its training exercises 
will be held. This is the largest area, but the IDF is not satisfied with 
it. 


The IDF insists that it should be able to move freely in the regions of 
its deployment. It will move away from the towns and settled regions, but 








movement along the latitudinal arteries (they speak of several such 
arteries) and also roads, where movement will be free. Guarding the 
arteries will be in the hands of the IDF and the military deployment will 
not only include the border area, but also important crossroads. There are 
some defense personnel (such as Bar-Lev) who do not consider all the Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank as important from the security aspect. But 
even the most scrupulous see the importance of those settlements that are 
on essential crossroads. 


The LDF deployment also includes various types of emergency supply dumps. 
There are no troops without such supplies and there is no front or 

command post without emergency supply dumps. But what is perhaps more 
important than all this are the communications and early warning centers. 
The IDF deployment facing the central front will be most weakened without 
radar stations, other early warning intelligence stations and communications 
centers being established on the hill top and high places. 


When we speak about internal security, the problems are more complicated 
and involved, It is wort!) noting that, wien the prime minister promised 
President Carter that the security issues would be discussed in the plenum 
of the negotiating team, Segin was referring to external security. The 
issue of internal security is complicated because it also includes spheres 
such as the right to make arrests, the authority to interrogate and also 
judge those impairing the security. This is in addition to the elementary 
matter of the possibility of collecting information through agents, the 
various forms of listening posts and other methods. It would be ridiculous 
to demand that Israel hand over, or expos«, the list of agents to the 
autonomy police. In any event, this would make our work of dealing with 
those who continue to use terror much more difficult. Any undermining of 
this sphere of internal security could impair any agreement and lead to 
unavoidable military tension. And, finailyv, the right of veto Israel is 
keeping for itself concerning the Palestinians who want to enter the auto- 
nomy area, to return to it, or to settle in it, should not, of course, 

be forgotten. In the joint committee that will decide on the list of 
people who want to return to or come to the West Bank, the representative 
of the lsraeli security service must have the right to veto. Otherwise, 
we May very quickly have «a situation in which the terrorist organizations’ 
centers will be in Nabulus instead of in beirut. 


These are Israel's views and demands concerning its security in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. This is the situation for the moment. The day 

may come, and we all hope so, when a new reality will be created. A 

reality which will allay the fears of the Israeli nation. Such a change 
would also lead to a change in Israel's security positions. Until then, 

the warning should be made that the security problems in the West Bank are 
not a purely personal affair of one or another minister. And these affairs 
cannot be settled in a “two-man committee" of Weizman and ‘Ali. We have had 
enough of the grave stumbling-blocks in Sinai both during the negotiations 
and aiterward. Under no ‘ircumstances must we repeat previous mistakes. 
This time the opinions of the experts--the general staff, the security 
service and so on--should be requested, and they should not be surprised, 

as the [DF was surprised, by things that may result in tears for generations. 
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ISRAEL 


BEGIN CANCELS GAZA EDUCATION AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT 
[A081125 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 8 May 80 pp 1, 2 
\Article by military correspondent Ze'ev Schiff |} 


(Text! The prime minister has ordered the cancellation of an agreement 
initialed in the Cairo residence of the Egyptian governor of the Gaza 
Strip, which permitted dozens of Egyptian education supervisors to come 

to the Gaza Strip to supervise and administer the matriculation examina- 
tions there. The agreement was initialed by an Israeli delegation, headed 
by an otficer from the military government, but the political adviser to 
the Israeli Embassy in Cairo refused to sign it. 


From the beginning the negotiations concerning the Egyptian education 
supervisors were characterized by a strange lack of coordination. The 
negotiations were conducted by the Defense Ministry staff. When the matters 
were concluded verbally in Cairo, there was no immediate report about this 
to the Foreign Ministry or to the Israeli Fmbassy in Egypt. The delegation 
that came from Israel to sign the agreement was surprised that nobody from 
the embassy was waiting at the airport. They telephoned the embassy and 
the advisor, Mr Tzvi Mazel, was sent immediately. Mazel joined the 
delegation as an additional representative. There was a brigadier general 
from the office of the coordinator of activities in the territories in 

the delegation. 


The Defense Ministry staff apparently had instructions to agree to the entry 
of Egyptian supervisors into the Gaza Strip for the purpose of administering 
the matriculation examination. At the end of the negotiations, the 

[Israeli delegation was taken to another place to initial an agreement. It 
turned out that the delegation had been taken to a house occupied by the 
Egyptian governor of the Gaza Strip. This is an office that has existed in 
Egypt in spite of the fact that the area was taken from the Egyptians by 
conquest, 


The embassy advisor, Tzvi Mazel, drew his colleague's attention to the matter, 
but apparently they were not impressed. In the end Mazel announced that he 
could not sign the agreement until he received a new authorization for al] 

the details and also for the place where the ceremony was held. 








The details of the incident were reported to the foreign minister and the 
prime minister. As stated, an order was given to cancel the agreement 

that had already been initialed and renegotiate. Following thie affair 

and other incidents, at the last cabinet session Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
inatructed that care should be taken to see that all the contacts with 

Egypt should be conducted through one channel: the Foreign Mintatry 
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ISRAEL 


ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY AIM} AT $2 BILLION EXPORTS BY 1990 


lerusalem JERUSALEM POST in English 17 Apr 80 p 


(Article by Ya'Acov Friedler] 


Text | 


CSO: 


HAIFA. — A proposal to deciare the 

cightiosn ‘the decade of 
technological industry” and raise 
clectronios exports to $2b. by 1000 
was made here iast night by Usia 
Galil, president of the Biron elec- 
loronice concern, one of the eoun- 
try's largest. 

Delivering the PAilip Merlin 
Momorial Lecture aft the Teenhnion. 
Galt! said the challenge could be 
met if we put our minds to it, though 
it meant increasing electronics ¢x- 
porte almost tenfold from the pre- 
gent annual cate of $250m. lerae! 
had the Orainspower and it was es- 
acntial to expand electronics which 
was the major bope for narrowing 
the country’S trade gap. 

(Dr Merlin. a member of the 
electrice! engineeering faculty. 
died last year at the age of #.) 

The drtve would mean increasing 
the present electronics workforce 
from 20,000 to 80,000. and the 
number of engineers and 


4820 





programmers from 4,000 lo 16,000 
Israci alone could not train so many 
enginecra and it would therefore be 
ermontini to Dring back emigrant 
engineers and attract new im- 
migrants This would be possibie, 
Gali! anid, if we held out the proper 
challenge to them. 

Galil also would like to see the ea- 
tabliahment of multi-national cor- 
porations by leraeli companies, in 
cooperation with foreign firme. 
This would spread the risk of in- 
veatment in Israel and provide 
technological cross-fertilisation, he 
said 

Roviewing the current state of 
the Industry, Gall) said ite output 
now totais $600m annyaliy, in- 
cluding $250m. worth of export 
During the past decade growth had 
been 20 to 25 per cent annually, with 
the defence establishment the in. 
dustry s biggest customer. 

Aitogether some 40 firms com- 
prise the industry, with 00 per cent 
of production accounted for by less 
than ten of the larger ones, Galil 
said 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS OPPOSED--The majority of the public thinks that the 
establishment of additional settlements in Judaea and Samaria could be 

the main stumbling block for the establishment of the autonomy in the 

West Bank and the Gaza Strip. This is the conclusion of a nationwide 
public opinion poll conducted by the Pori Institute at the request of 
HA'ARETZ. The poll included the question: "Do you think that the estab- 
lishment of additional settlements in Judaea and Samaria could or could 
not be the main stumbling block to the establishment of the autonomy in 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip?" Some 45.3 percent replied in the 
aftirmative and 30 percent replied in the negative. Another 9 percent 
said that the establishment of additional settlements could "perhaps" be 
an obstacle to the establishment of the autonomy. Hence, 54.3 percent are 
against the establishment of additional settlements. Some 15.7 percent 
did not have an opinion. Among the people opposed to the establishment 

of additional settlements there is an outstanding number of people holding 
academic and executive positions (64.2 percent), people who have been living 
in Israel since before the establishment of the state (62 percent) and 
people with a high income (60.2 percent). The poll comprised a sample of 
1,200 men and women who were interviewed in their houses throughout the 
country. [Text] [TAO71425 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 May 80 p 1] 


DEPORTATIONS, TITO'S FUNERAL--YEDI'OT AHARONOT notes that the Washington 
administration and the UN Security Council called on Israel to return the 
three inciters who were deported from the West Bank. The newspaper says 
that Israel is the only country where foreign elements so bluntly interfere 
in its affairs. This really constitutes a loss of political independence. 
It is surprising that such a phenomenon occurs precisely during the Likud 
government's rule. MA'ARIV writes that President Carter's decision not 

to attend Tito's funeral was wrong. World leaders from both sides of the 
iron curtain arrived in Belgrade. Only the leader of the superpower re- 
garded by all as the main defense of the free world will be absent. The 
paper says that the occasion would have given the U.S. President the 
opportunity to discuss the fate of the hostages in Teheran with other 
leaders. [Text] [TA081039 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0900 GMT 

8 May 80} 











SECURITY STRENGTHENED IN HEBRON-=-The house-to-house searches in Hebron to 
discover traces of the terrorists who murdered the six Israelis at the 
Hadassah Building are continuing, but the investigation has not produced 
any significant results so far. The searches will continue with the aim 

of checking most if not all the houses in the town. With regard to the 
future defense of the Hadassah Building, an order has been given by the 

[IDF to treat the place as a completely military installation. This means 
that additional forces will now be sent to the building and it will be 
protected as if it were essential military installation. In the past, 

the LDF felt that a partial guard was sufficient and stationed only a small 


reserve unit at the building. [Excerpt] [TA080911 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
8 May 80 p 1] 


PROVOCATIVE REPORTS=--AL-QUDS editor Mahmud Abu (Zuluf) was cautioned 
yesterday to be careful of what is published in his newspaper to avoid 
arousing tempers and provoking the public. Security elements and Interior 
Ministry representatives visited the offices of AL-QUDS yesterday. They 
reprimanded the editor for yesterday's headline: "Gush Emunim Members Have 
Tried To Occupy the Al-Aqsah Mosque." Below, AL-QUDS reported that Arab 
youths opposed the "occupation" and that this developed into a fistfight 
between the sides. As is known, this version was not accepted by security 
elements, who regarded it as a sort of provocation. Abu (Zuluf) admitted 
his error, apologized for the incident and promised to be more careful in 
the fucure. [Tawfiq Khuri] [Text] [TA090844 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT 

in Hebrew 9 May 80 p 4] 
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ARAB LEAGUE OFFICIAL WARNS AGAINST ISRAELI INTERVENTION 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 21-27 Apr 80 pp 16-21 


LEBANON 


[Interview with Hamadi al-Sid, undersecretary general of the Arab League, 
by Mona al-Said--date and place not given) 


| Text } 


The Arab states will use the oil weapon against the friends of 
Israel if the Jewish state does not stop its intervention in South 
Lebanon, Arab League Undersecretary General Hamadi Essid 
told Afonday Morning /ast week. 

He said the Arabs would start with diplomatic pressure at the 
United Nations, but if this did not “make the international 
community understand that Israel's role as the spoiled child of 
the West is unacceptable... there are other kinds of pressure, 
including economic pressure.” 

He added: ‘The Arabs have a powerful weapon which they 
have used effectively in the past and may very well use again. In 
other words, if the West and Israel's friends maintain their 
pressure on Lebanon and the Palestinians, the Arabs may agree 
to use whatever economic weapons they possess — notably, of 
course, the oil weapon... The Arabs cannot possibly stand by 
and watch their dignity and their independence being trampled 
— for we consider that the independence of Lebanon is the 
independence of the Arabs in general, and that the Lebanese 
problem has become an Arab problem.” 

Essid was talking to Vonday Morning in Beirut shortly 
before boarding a Geneva-bound plane for 4a meeting with 
Arab League Secretary General Chedli Klibi, who was to give 
him a letter to be delivered to U.N. Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim on Monday or Tuesday of this week. 

Essid said the letter would underscore unanimous Arab 
support of Lebanon in its confrontation with Israel in the South 
and would warn that “the Arabs this time will not accept a 
simple withdrawal of Israeli forces from South Lebanon.”’ 

The Israeli force was sent into the South on Wednesday, 
April 9, on the pretext of building defenses against Palestinian 
guerilla infiltration into Northern Israel. 


15 








Last week, Israeli officials were claiming that the troops had 
been withdrawn, but the Lebanese authorities were denying the 
claim and the U.N. forces were being prevented from checking it 
by the Israeli-backed militias of renegade Major Saad Haddad, 
who blocked all roads in the Southern border strip to all traffic 
of the U.N. Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). 

Essid noted that Lebanese foreign ministry officials had met 
with all Arab ambassadors in Lebanon and asked them to use the 
“full weight” of the Arabs toward the total implementation of 
the Security Council resolutions The resolutions call for a 
UNIFIL takeover of the Southern border strip currently 


controlled by Israel's Lebanese surrogates, and that is the goal of 
the current Arab initiative at the United Nations. 

“This time,” Essid said, “we must not be bashful about 
placing the responsibility not only on Israel but also on those 
who have turned Israel into America’s spoiled child.’’ The 
Lebanese authorities, he said, had asked the Arabs to use all the 
means at their disposal, ‘political or otherwise, to bring pressure 
to bear on Israel, on the United Nations and on the countries 
which help Israel. ”’ 

Noting that the had discussed this matter with the 
ambassadors of France, the Soviet Union and the United States 
in Beirut, he said Paris and Moscow “support the Arabs.’ He 
had nothing to say about the attitude of Washington. 

Essid is a member of the Arab follow-upcommittee charged 
with the task of facilitating the implementation of the 
resolutions adopted on the Lebanese problem at the November 
1979 Arab summit conference in Tunis. 

The committee, which has been inactive for over two months, 
will resume its activities in two weeks, Essid said, but only if the 
Problem of Israeli presence in South Lebanon has been solved. 

The first item on its agenda will be the deployment of the 
Lebanese Army in South Lebanon, starting with the town of 
Tyre, he said. 

This will be possible, he added, if the new defense law 
approved by Parliament last year goes into the implementation 
stage. 

Essid noted that the deployment had been rejected by the 
leftist Lebanese National Movement and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, which had reservations about the structure of the 
Army. Those reservations would be eliminated by the 
implementation of the defense law and there would then be no 
objection to Army deployment in the South. 

If the deployment went ahead, it would be followed by 
measures to reestablish Lebanese government authority in all 
other parts of Lebanon. If it was obstructed by ‘‘one of the two 
parties,’ the follow-up committee would refer the problem back 
to the Arab chiefs of state. ‘'! believe that this time, we must 
insist on the implementation of the (Arab) resolutions,’ Essid 
said. “‘We must reject any attempt by any party to impose its 
own solutions, if those solutions are not in line with the 
solution which was backed by the Arab consensus in Tunis.” 

The full interview follows: 











76 








The speaker af the Lebanese 

Parliament Mi KarwlAsaad has sad 

that the Arab leam « intends to present 

@ written protest about the South 

Lebanese situation 

members, and that the Arata will 

subsequently take ‘united action if 
the Seourity Counci! resolutions on the 

South are fot implemented What 

action do you thiak the Arabs can take 

to accelerate the implementation of 
those resolutions’ 

The use Of Arab nfivence (in support 
of Lebanon) «& only faturéal, bul it « ao 
sovhething to which the Arabs committed 
ihe nweives i the resolutions of the 
\Nevember, 1979) Tunis summit 
oon ference Those resolutions clearly 
state thet the Arabs are committed to 
ving a thei weight until the (est lerael 
soldier fas Pulled Gut of the Areb 
territory of South Lebanor 

There «@ first the pose bility OF using 
the Arabe political weght to apply 
pressure on the United Nations or on itt 
memper stetes, be they Third World 
states, frendiy states of Stites whwoh weve 

reste on the Arab wortd 

jut there are #8960 Ofer reee of 
pre sure 

We wrcerely hope that we cen, through 
po tice pressure mere the internatione 
community understand that leree) + role a 
the coo led awida of the Wert ‘ 
vnacr eptabie bul there are other kinds 
of pressure imeluding economen preveure 

The Arete have @ DOwerfyl weapor 
winch they heave used effectiwely m the 


past and may very we ube agnn if Other 
words, ' the Wet and tereels ‘rends 
nant thew pressure On Lehengn and 
te wr s the Arata ay eoree to ute 
ww’ ater ‘ non weapot (ey pub 
tahiy of te the Oo weep” 
ee ’ hog wet? p owt actor 
* we must first moke thy ‘eo! 
Vatons understand that a! Arab countries 
ve 5 Leben wo * 6 Goes fot eed 
on throug e Un-ted Netorns 
wt? ~~? te | : ' econonrwe anc 
>< 





Deo you really think the Arabs would 
wee the oll to settle the 
South Lebanese crisis? 

Why not? That weapen hes been 
suctetstully uted in the past, and the 
Arai cannot possibly stand idiy by and 
wetch their dignity and their 
independence being trampled for we 
consider that the independence of 
Lebanon i¢ the independence of the Arabs 
in general. and that the Lebanese problem 
hes become an Arab problem The Araty 
Cannot powsbiy see that independence 
being trampled without using el! the 
means @t their dieposa! (to protec: it) 
One Of those Means being petroleum 

You recently held meetings with the 

American, French and Seviet 

ambassadors in Beirut What was the 

Purpose of thove niwetings’ 

Some ambassadors if Beirut asked to 
we me, aro | met wth them at thew 
request Others | mysel! wanted to sex 
because they are more k \owledgeabiec 
abou' the Lebanese situation and | went 
to now a6 Much ob poMeDie about thu 
tituet on 

Were those meetings related to the 

Nia Leagues intended action at the 

Linvted vethons of were they related to 

the proposed resumption of the Arab 

follow up committee + work? 

Vy meetom wth the American 
Frexh end Soviet aembamedors ec 
nothing tt do wth the ‘fo)low up 
come ttee a such, Gul we did talk m 
Clear ™anrer about the measures wh cl 
the Arah League “ay tke on behall of 
Arab consensus tO Pretwire the member 
states of the Security Counc into uting 
ther iwflvence with lerae! toward the 
mplementaton of the Security Counc 
reoiuhens whch remen nothing but ins 
OPM paper 

Did those meetings echreve anything’ 


Al’ mwmetings are fruitful The diplomes 
wolvet an Only conmwruncete the Arab 
L@aque point of wew tt the 
20ve ent Tht ' Ter wom ad fare 
AS im olete: ta ' ¢ not " fy 
hence of the te the ambassadors 








of the thendiy OF unfnendiy nathons 

However, the important thing « that 
the Seviet Union and France have 
adopted clear postions on the South 
Lebanese situation They support the 
Aras Actuaily, the cate of the 
French, they are supporting = thernseives, 
because they themselves have for the first 
time Become victins Of lerael aggression, 
nice they are Mmuitatiy present in the 
South This time, the lerael aggresson 
was Ot against Lebanon or the Arabs 
aione it wast agent the internatone 
community, it was a provocation of the 
world § biggest internationa! orgenization 
and an expression of utter contempt for 
it All states. including the United States, 
must therefore protest 

Do you expect the Arab followup 

committee to resume its work? 

Definitely 

When? 

When | return from New York, of 
course As | teve tid before, there ere 
More importent matters to deo! with now 
=—matters more important then the 
fewmption of negotiations tuverd the 
implementation of the Tun resolutons 
on Lebanon The most mportent metter 
now «§ Zion! presence im South Lebanon 
end whet effective unfred poston the 
Arats must edopt towerd thst presence 

However, as | have a0 tad in the 
past, the Arab followup conwmittee must 
work if the appropriate atmosphere. At 
the present time. after the national accord 
wmithetve launched by President Sark. an 
etrrosphere of Gdalogve hat returned to 
Lebanon | beleve thew two tector can 
wteract with the follow up committee 
promotag netona accord and netonel 
accord supporting the comerwttee's efforts 
to implement the Tun restolutbons 

So you expect the committee to resume 

ite actewities wery soon’ 

PowdDy 1" two weeks time 


Powwbly? Not certanty’ 
| be eve that when | return in two weeks 
by whch time my colleague Ambassador 








Abdeihanwad Bejan (of Kuwait) and the 
Syrian representative will have eso 
returned = the follow up committee will 
hold a meeting with the Lebanese 
funistenal conmgttee 

And do you expect the committees to 

continue its work for a long time? 

if \t starts, it will continue 

if? 

When you and other journalistt ask me 
about the followup committee, the way 
you frame your questons indicates a 
conviction that the committee is finiwhed 
Let me tell you something important the 
follow up committee has not failed and it 
#8 Pot finuhed 

What are the obstacles that have 

Prevented it from continuing its efforts 

over the past few weeks’ What are the 

obstecites thet prevented « from 
achieving any of it targets in the 
past? 


Viret you ca 
Osta ies 

There are two factors that can stop or 
suspend the work of the conwnittee oa 
postive factor and @ negative factor The 
negat ve ‘ector occurs when an obstacic 
Obstructs the activities of the committee 
The poptwe factor occurs when other 
means emerge which are better then 
ndirect negotiations 


Olstecies ere no! 


Wheat the Arab followup committer 
goes 66 6unhdertake an indirect cdelogue 
between the Lebanese author tes and the: 
Poiestine Liberation Organization to move 
both towerd the implementaton of the 
Tunit resolutions which were 
unen™out'y approved by the Arata The 
commtiee hen, ect 26 @ Catalyst to 
bring those two partes together When 
the Palest ans and the Lebenese launch « 
Girect Gelogue or if agreement « reached 
between the Lebanese end the Syrians 
who are mulitan'y present and playing an 
important natonsist role 1 Lebanon 
that becomes @ potitiwe factor 

Sv''en support of President Serkan in 











's geefoh for Melina! adcord 4 & positive 
seman. 


factor, and 80 18 the Palestinian 
for the return Of Lebanese legitimacy to 
Lebanon This demand) hes been steted 
fepestediy by Abu Ammar (PLO Chvet 
Vater Aralat), who hat wed that 6 
balanced Lebanese Army whch represents 
an Arab rationalist Lebenon would find 
Ws Palestinians standing by 4, defending 
Lebanon § Southern sor! 

When direct Lebanese Syrian or Lebanese 
Palestinian dhalogue Starts we consder ite 
positive development whi: can help towerd 
the implementation of the Tun resolutons 
We do net consider our direct 
Parhcipation if tah @ dialogue essentia! 
and we @6 “06t e€eansider our 
non wwoeivement ©" 4 a feilure We pull 
back and make way ‘or the dvrect delogue 
to progress 

Tre suspension of our meetir gm in 
recent weeks wes Gue to the fect that 
oyna eunched #@ Greet disiogque with the 
Lebanese government and the Palestinians 
Gd the ware 

The suspension of our attiwite wart 
therefore due tO @ patitwe facto end 
tennot te teker © mean that the 
OO Tf itee «¢ finwhed 

/fepeet ite miaon Of the corwn tte 
s to help The parte: present in Leheror 

the Lebenese government and the PLO 

yh the wpplementator of the Tuns 

reso ut ons The Olyect of the Tuna 
‘eovtlonm « 10 reestabienh Lebanese lege 
authority © &! oerte of Letenen wh le 
hononng the tileteral sgreeMents signe 
by Lebanon and the Palestrn ans 
ayeements thet gqve Palestimaen armed 
preverce 8 ‘ege ‘tetst ww The Corte 
Mutve , eccepted | wtatheons 

'o low up cCOlwhnittere s ob ther «4 

plement thre Ture 
Vewrg  fretolu orm and art or 
ar hes teen taken 60 far te hrece y 
you Oa? tay Twat fot @ Gwe reeoiuhon 
Nes Deen mplemented set whet wou 
ae wy 9” 


Hight) Nothong hes been implemented 

| e@y that Gonedentg whet hes 
Neppened (ff Lebenen consdenng the 
Lebanese war the resdlutons ere not eaty 
to implement The implementation 
requires, fiet and foremost, the return of 
Mutual confidence among the parties 
concerned Once the praper atmosphere i 
created the wHpiementaten of the 
fesiviions will follow automatically, if 
will Become @ technica! matter 

We beleve that to @ certain extent, we 
Rave succeeded © creating thee climate 
which Prescent Sarkis carried «a Hep 
further by launching the accord initiative 
Proo!t of thus oan be seen if the fact that 
when we got here, the delogue between 
the PLO and the Lebanese government 
hed been <derupted The follow uf 
comnuttee wes Getund the first meeting 
between Premer Moss and Alu A nina 
After ‘thet, Geepte the fect that the 
GHrrvtiee was Kot phytical'y there. the 
Gelogue continved with Abu lyed calling 
On Prescient Sart es and 86 on 

And today, | beleve the clhirete « 
conta ve 6 ihe ieactweten of the 
'o' ow vd Comwwtige towerd the 
Tar entater of the Tune resolutons 

if the comrwttee does resume ts work 

" two weeks tome, whet will the fwot 

item on ts agenda be’ 


| the wyer a 


io wy “own @ Pia 


CoOrrvTniioe must foret aocet 
of acton As wou 
orinw we heven' et for ower twe 
monte unless yOu COun!t My Meeting Ra 
week wt ' 
Seer i0f Saud Arathna) After thet we 
can met with the) Leber ew qurentenal 
comm ttee whch has been charged wit? 


nse Armtrare Oo “a 


thi teu of COOrGNetng wilt the 
9 Ow ub « ‘Th i tex 

t ms O6Uwthoul wyitg the 
f ta aweot OUTeet 6a Ure Ot Cte 
Cast rere dea grr’ ous w tusetor J Sout! 
L etes e+ ots Ot au ine thuetor 
threatens te Lotaenete entity ang Arat 


Nite pendence ve farnrot tale 


aot? 











implementing the Tune reso utons unt 
we Neve @himnetedthe probiern of lerael 
iMtervention in the South 
it hes been reported that there & @ 
difference of wiews between the 
Lebanese author ties and the followup 


efforts to the Southern problem, and 
thet the potitron has been blocking 
the reactwation of the committee 


The «6 NOt true at al! 

My colleague Ambassador Sheer who 
*§ @aperenced © follow cp committee 
offairs, told me to expect thie kind of 
tumor even before we held our firet 
meeting it «@ NOt true that the Lebanese 
government imeted on limiting the 
commuttee § actwtes to the South And 
even «f such @ request were made. Weil, 
' «© tree that we ore here at the request 
of tw Lebenese chee of Gtate. Bul we = | 
myselt and the regresentatives of Syria, Ku 
wat end Saud: Arabia are here 
representatives of Arab consensus and our 
achons are guide! Dy one thing Only the 
Turn e@eotutors Thase resolutions do 
not alli for the return of Lebenete 
sovernmment authority to the South elone, 


they cal for the return of Lebenese 
government authority to al! perts of 
Lebanon 

But the Southern problem happens to 

be the most urgent one 

That « why we sterted with the South 
ot atked tor the Geployment of the 
Lebanese Army tere Gul thet does not 
mean thet we have forgotten the rest of 
Lebenen We hed to start somewhere end 
we Geeded that the fret step hould be 
ween © the SOuth whch © Gur wiew. 
pores the greetest Genger, because of 
drect \sae presence there 

There has Ot beer there 6 fot, end 
rere wi never be any protien between 
vt and the Lebanese State 

Exactly whet will be on the 

comm (tees egenmte when 4 & 

teactwated? 


eee 








The return of legal authority to all parts 
of Lebanon 

And how do you propose to achieve 

that? 

We Neve decided to make our first goal 
@ modest one, but one which, once 
achieved, can ftacilitete the 
implementation of the rest of the Tunis 
resolutvens§ The first goa! which we have 
chosen 6 the dispatch of the Le onese 
Army to the South And we have agreed 
that, in the effort to achieve even that 
modest goal, we should start with the 
deployment of the Army in Tyre 

There have been certain reservations 
about the Structure of the Lebanese 
Army. but | beleve that the new defense 
law, along with the fetional accord 
initatwe, will facilitate matters The new 
defense law & Now being studied and | 
believe it will be implemented in the ‘ear 
future its implementa’ on will eliminate 
al! obections to the Lebanese Army 
Those who have expressed reservations - 
the Lebanese National Viovernent end the 
Palest.nians =— will then eoree to have the 
Army deploy in Tyre. Nabatiyeh and the 
border strip up to the Lebanese 
nterna'vone! borders, dealing with the 
Palestimmans i accordance with the terms 
of the Caro Agreement and the other 
scoords 


Do you think that will happen? 

| thmk it could happen, if the defense 
law & eopled 

You will be looking into thi matter 

when the committee meets in two 

weeks tome? 

Well, «f we meet in two weeks, we wil! 
have 10 aeeess the Situation at thet time 
Conditions in this country — God's will 
be done change daily. it « my hope 
that withen two weeks we will Nave 
elumneted§ israel presence in South 
Lebanon. it «@ e860 My hope thet in two 
weeks tome the Lebanese State will have 
orrived at 2 few stage if the 
implementation of the defense aw 

How justified do you think your hopes 

ere, e@tpeciatiy regarding the 

implementation of the defense law’ 








That i not the province of the 
follow up committee its an 
inter Lebanese matter All | can tey 
that we hope and pray that thie will 
Nappen, because it (the implementation of 
the defense law) would promote 
inter Lebanese accord and help the 
follow up committee achieve the goal it 
has set Out to achieve 

. Your fret priority beng the 

deployment of the Army in the 

South? 

As | have tad, we have no priorities a 
such) We have one goal, and that is the 
reestablishment of Lebanese legal 
authority in ell parts of Lebanon. We 
could have chosen to start with the 
Beirut Tripol: road, but we 
have unanimous!y decided that the first 
step should be the deployment of the 
Army © the South We have done to 
because we beveve this deployment « 
uroentiy needed for the defense of the 
South 

What will you do if you fa! m your 

efforts to deploy the Army in the 

South? 

' we fel «t will Be for one o two 
reasons =mther because we choose to start 
with another program fret, or bec@uer 
one of the two Pertes feyect the 
depioy Pent In the event of rection, we 
can tay that the comrnittee has failed we 
can return to the Arab chefs of State and 
report thet we eve not been able to 
molement the Tune resolutrons because 
Our efforts have Deen Obetructed 

So far however (here are no obstecies 
Dberring the entry of the Army 10 SOuT? 
| ¢hanor These were etervati ore and 
rut if 
aw will 
ef omwnete those  eservetions end satc’y a 
the mm is ‘Ne 


tuccercms Ott he 


howe eppeerecd 'O te reasonab 
row eppeesrs the’ the few Geleme 
Hoc who hee wm@ced 
Lena ex Gover tment 
mpi mentati« 7 the new law fone of 
those who eve wo ced fetervatom can 
conteve tO Obpct to Army deployment 
n the South 





So you beleve that the followup 

committee has a better chance to 

succeed now than it did in the past? 

l'd rather deal with facts — with past 
and present facts. in this country, you 
can deal with the future only if you re an 
astrologer, which I'm not. | can't tell you 
what may happen on our way toward the 
implementation of the Tunis resolutions. 
All | can sey & that 60 far, | see nO 
reason why we cannot go ahead with the 
implementation of the resolutions if the 
defense law 6 implemented All partes 
appear willing in principle to see the 
resolutions implemented. 

There 6 one thing we tend to forget 
all parties, be they Palestinan or 
Lebanese, represent part of the Arab 
consensus, and a!) parties fee! the need for 
unanimous Arab support Lebanon neers 
the support of Arab consensus, and Arab 
consensus neers the support of ali Arab 
partes If we are to use Our capabilities to 
pressure the rest of the countnes of the 
world i defense of Our causes, our 
consensus must have credibility Al! 
parties ceancerner bear the historic 
respontibility of fecilitating the 
imolementator of the Tunds resolutions 
because their implementation would give 
crecbbiity to Arab consensus Only 
cred bie Arab contensut can serve as an 
effective force of pressure on the United 
Nations and on the countries which ave 
mnfivence on léree! and can help solve our 
probiers with lerae! 

it «& wreceepliedbie to have any party 
tak: Ai abd coneengus ughtly Arab 
consensus Must become « sacred thing, if 
it « to be credible and eftectiwe That is 
why the secretary gonere! of the Arab 
League «© weretng that the (Tunis) 
resolu hom fot wok INTO Ob won OF .cOrn 
other Arab dospers o- the trash heap 
Theat « why he athed me to tour the Arad 
countres ang see al! the Arab officials 
who pert pated of these resolutions to 
keeo a concerned ebreast of 


deve opments «9° Lebanon and acti tes of 





the followup committee, and to remind 
all! concernea of thei responsibility 
Because we represent the Algerian 
President. the Mauritaman Prosident, the 
Soma! President, the King of Saud 
Arabia all chiefs of state who signed 
those resolutions and agreed unanimously 
that they represented the Arab solution = 
and therefore the best, the only solution 

to the problem in Lebanon. Every Arab 
otficia!l must work toward the 
cmplementation of those resolutions, 
whatever the difficulties, and specially if 
those difficulties are Arab, are the work 
of those who signed the resolutions, 

| beheve that the time, we must insist 
on the implementation of the resolutions 
We must reject any attempt by any party 
to impose its own solutions, if those 
solutions aré not in line with the solution 
which was backed by the Arab consensus 
in Tunes 

You heave been quoted a6 taying that 
corng your recent Arab tour, you 
found no Obstectes preventing the Arab 
states from paying thew share of the 
financial aid that Lebanon was 
promised at the Tunis summit. Why 
have the payments been delayed. 
then? 

"hs & nothing but @ problem of 
accountancy. itt @ little problem — note 
probem at all, really which is already 
Somhind us 

AS yOu know, ths ad was decided on 
m Tune, and it wes to start coming in at 
Re Peqoaning of ‘980 We were till in 
enuery when tome Lebanese publications 
tarted aang Wheres the Arab ad?” 

The Arab governments, thank God. no 
onger hendie money the wey they used 
to when hey were in tents The K ng 0 
longer Neve Chests of dollars or gold neat 
to them. 60 that al! they heave to do when 
ey wave & Dav ment to meke «6 Open the 
onest and grab. Vesing wth money hes 
become @ ttle more soph stated, it goes 
ihroug" @ Certan bureaucracy 

We safe Ow if Apr and most of the 
Arat countries have either sent their 








Contribution (for the year) OF given orders 
‘Nat it be sent... On Monday, the 
secretary general called me from Qatar 
and told me that he had spoken to the 
Emir of Qatar, who had given orders to 
have Qatar's contribution sent. Earlier, we 
were in Saudi Arabia together, and Crown 
Prince Fahd asked Prince Saud to speed 
up the payment of aid to Lebanon 
Kuwait has told the Lebanese government 
that its contribution would be sent in the 
next few days. The United Arab Ernirates 
has already sent its share. iraq, a8 you 
know, has paid part of its contribution, it 
iS paying it in two or three installments, 
which 6 Only natural 

So some of the contributions have 
airepdy been paid, and the rest are on the 
way They're coming, | assure you. | can 
understand the skepticism of the Lebanese 
people after what they've been through, 
but | can assure them that they re going 
tO get their money. | Deleve that ali the 
countries concerned will Neve paid their 
Contributions in three weeks time 

Why did Secretary General Chedl Kivi: 

postpone his visit to Lebanon? 

Ths lke the question they asked 
when | left Lebanon recently Why did 
you leave’? | answered that! left Lebanon 
to work for Lebenon, because « 6 
sometimes more effective to work for 
Lebanon outside thanitato work for it 
here | left Lebanon to speed up Arab aid 
for Lebanon 

The secretary general wes planning to 
come to Lebanon, bu his plan was 
Changed when israel seni troops into the 
South This operation dictated a return to 
Tunes where he could moet with the 
ro iatwes of the Arab states ond 
reowin wm touch wth the UN. He 
; rive wm Tore ' wemore bonetitwl 
for let on than ws i» woe hw ‘co way Pits | 
You wilt be meeting the 
‘etretary general im Geneva today 
What « the purpore of thu mecting? 


Me will pve we a ‘jer 7 Wiiwer 10 


De uN Secrctary Germ sal Kirt) 











Waldhewn 

What will the letter deal with? 

| beheve it will express uf nous 
Arab support of Lebanon, andit w tule 
that the Arabs this time will not accept é 
simple withdrawal of israeli forces from 
South Lebanon 


This, on fact, 6 why Lobanese F Orergn 


Attaiuwe) Minister } ad) Butros and 
(Foreign Affairs) Secretary General 
Kesorwan Labaki have | holding talks 
with all Arab ambassadors in Beirut 


ihe time, we must not be bashful 
s} it pyha ng ihe responsibrity lof the 
israel) incursion) not only on Israel but 
also on those who have turned lsrae!l into 
America §$ spoiled child 

Does Secretary General Klibi intend to 

come to Beirut in the near future? 

He 6 always ready to come The wey 


the Lebanese press talks about thus roatter 
yves the inpression that Ald: has some 

ryations about coming to Lebanon 
1 hv cretary aeneral is ady to come to 


Lebanon once @ week if his coming can 
elo solve even the smatlest problem. but 
ms presence | $ 6% sometimes more 
soful to than hs pre noe wn 
‘ibanon e Hebeng | Tunes 
Ow ongu'! ih the repre tatives 
of the Aral ‘ates, i$ nNuct more 


mportant for Lebanon than @ visit to 
Beirut would he 
in your talks with Lebanese officiels 
this week, what did they ask you to do 


a the representatwe of the Areb 
League? 
very snple They asked that the 
Arat \ eaqgue eturn to the Tunes 
‘ and newt Arab consensus to 
the s.ppert of the South Lebanese cause 
tiv 1 the use Of all means at the Arabs 
haposal, political or otherwise, to bring 


we 16 bear on leraee! on the United 
Ast ‘ and on the ¢ ‘trees that help 

raat 

And you think you can do thi? 

| can ot least prom you thet we will 
do the impossble to do it The secretary 
xoeral began his CONsyultations 45 400N a6 
he heard about the latest problem in the 
South. and there 6 good response from all 
Arab states 
Other than the consultations enc the 


letter you will be delivering to Or, 

Waldheim, « there anything specific 

vlenned? 

it will depend on the development of 
the situation. if the Israels continue to 
violate the resolutions of the United 
Notions, and if thew friends don't prossure 
them to withdraw from Lebanese 
territory, the secretary general will 
Obviously ask the Arab countries to 
more ere rgetic action at the 
request of the Lebanese government, of 
course 

The Lebanese foreign ministry has this 
time asked all Arab governments to take 
measures which would be in line with 
thei, comm iments to Lebanon, and it has 
also asked for en immedate and total 
implementation of UN resolutions 
Speaker Asaad has also demanded the 
intervention of the Arab Leaque 
we will do everything 
possible As you have otiwced, the 
secretary general has contacted hs 
representative at the UN who has placed 
himself at the disposal of (Lebanese) 
Ambassador (Ghassan) Tueni and is now 
exerting tremendous efforts 


uncertane 


in any event 


Do you expect @ detonation of the 
situation in South Lebanon? 

| do not. Not now. 

How do you think current Middle 
Eastern developments can iffect the 
situation in the South? 


" rib the sere ’ deve Ovit. t/ th\e 
M lie East will atfect the gituatorn om the 
: ’ s' fa mt 4 v | "hig vy ¢? 


What kind of wonpect do you think 
they will have on the Southern crn m 
partecular’ 

That depends on the genera! outcome 


Mowe ver ‘ the Arai Go nol use a the 


pressure ti tia toward a . we 
the eve problem believe thy 
J ' ; ‘ st ih stor “ iy 1’ v¢ ’ 


attec ted The Aralt wou be well acre 
to throw ‘ther full weght behind the 


efforts to wive the Lebanew probier 
not only becaue the | etweres ororlverr 
of rat ' hen but @ ' 7 +t 
stu ’ oryve th Owr terrests 
: . at ite im tirrw are 


(ets “ect tO flake at seit Patures 











to use their full weight, to go to the limit 
to exert pressure on the United Nations, 
because the matter no longer concerns 
Lebanon alone, The Arabs now feel that 
the Lebanese problem has gone beyond 
Lebanon, 

If this Israeli challenge continues, | 
believe the Arabs will once more resort to 
economic pressure. The Arabs have great 
power. They have used it successfully in 
the past, and | wouldn't be surprised if 
they use it in the future, 


CSO: 6820 











LIBYA 


QADHDHAFI'S ROLE LN INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 


Milan L'EUROPEO in Italian 1 Apr 80 pp 36-40 
‘Article by Corrado Incerti: "Qadhdhafi Breeds Allah's Brigades") 


[Text] Twenty thousand guerrilla mercenaries. A 
well-armed subversive headquarters with ratifications 
in all Mediterranean countries and its major branch 
office in Rome. Out of the trial for the Gafsa 
massacre at Tunisia, here is proot of how Qadhdhafi 
exports revolution. 


Tunisia--Rue de la Liberte is a road full of potholes and dust in the heart 
of Bardo, a native quarter north of Tunisia. it is a road reserved for 

the military: There is the almost-completed headquarters of the police 
command post, there are the houses of army officers, there is the Buchucha 
barracks, the Tunisian stati headquarters. inside tne barracks, the 

State Security Court is trying 42 men belonging to the command which on 

27 January held the mining city of Gafsa, in the south, for 1 day, killing 
40 soldiers and civilians and wounding more than 100. 


The accused's relatives, poor desert people, crowded around outside the 
barracks. miy a few could enter. The hall was occupied by 50 lawyers, 
about 30 Arab newsmen and a group of “the curious” sent by the police to 
erect a wall between the prisoners and the public and to prevent any contact. 


The defendants filed betore the judges and confessed. They confessed ail: 
Military training in Libya in the camps of Colonel Qadhdhafi, under the 
guidance of Paiestinian, Cuban and Soviet instructors; the system of weapons 
supply; membership in the Front for Tunisian Liberation; liaison with other 
guerrilia groups. in short, they offered proof that there existed in 

Libya a real center for internationa. terrorism concerning which it is now 
possible to supply a picture and ge ¢raphical map of its bases. 


The trial of the Gatea affair thus became the first public trial of Qadhdhafi, 
the first trial of the roots of Mediterranean terrorism and of its capitals, 
among which is inciuded the district of Rome. The name of Italy, in tact, 








was often mentioned in the Buchucha barracks, especially during closed- 
door sessions requested by Tunisian authorities to keep various countries, 
primarily Algeria and Italy, but not Libya, out of the affair. 


Anmed Mergheni is the military chief of the Gafsa Command. With shaved 
head (before being captured he had a beard and a full head of hair). He 
is calm, almost serene, despite the almost certain death sentence, and he 
tells about his life as a guerrilla fighter. At the age of 20, in 1965 
he escaped secretly to Algeria. The following year he was in Libya wicre 
ne met the Tunisian Amara Dhaou Ben Nayel (who now is the head of the 
Tunisian Liberation Front) and he joined the officers, headed by Qadhdhafi, 
who on 1 September 1969 overturned King Idris. In June 1972 he entered 
Tunisia secretly with large amounts ot explosives and fur the purpose of 
blowing up the People's House [Casa del Popolo], the American Embassy and 
the Tunisia Synagogue. He was caught and sentenced to 4 years in prison. 


He returned to Libya in 1976 and then went to Algeria to train in the 
Tinduf camp with (|Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and 
Rio de Oro] members in the southern Sahara. In 1978 he met Ezzedin Sherif, 
political head of the Gafsa oper sion, and they made the plan together. 
Financier and supervisor of what was to be the spark of insurrection in 
Tunisia was the Libyan Bureau Arabe des Liaisons Exterieures (BAL--Arab 
Foreign Liaison Oftice), directed by Hedi Fahdi and Bechir Sharun, two 

men closely tied to Qadhdhafi. 


The BAL, Mergheni confessed, is the Libyan terrorism center of the Arab 
Nations. Its task is to help finance, arm and train anyone who wants to 
overcome the moderate Arab regimes, first of all the Tunisian, Moroccan 
ind Egyptian regimes. 


, order to recruit men for the Gafsa operation, Mergheni went to Libya 
twice with a large amount of money received from BAL (the entire operation 
ost 4 billion iire) and he contacted various Tunisians who were members 
of the more extremist Palestinian groups (Popular Front for the Liberation 
Palestine, headed by George Habash and the Democratic Front, led by 

sayel Hawatmeh). The Libyan Embassy otfered him full support and last 
November Mergheni's guerrilla-terrorists began to move to Tripoli with 
false Lebanese passports. Mergheni lett on 23 December with four guerrilla 
fighters. 


In Tripoli the Libyan authorities exchanged Lebanese passports for temporary 
»yan passports, they shortened the customs formalities and the terrorists 
left tor Algiers via Rome. Mergheni took the Tripoli-lume flight LN126 


the Libyan Lines on 24 December and awaited the arrival of other terror- 
ste. A total ot 28 Tunisian guerrilla fighters from Lebanon plus Mergheni, 
sade an appointment to meet in Rome. 
ently the terrorists tied to Libya had support groups in Rome: In 
ile, the terrorism experts believed tliat the main Luropean tield office 


{ the Lebanese center was moved from Paris to the Italian capital. 








And they recall that the Tunisian Ferid Salch, a native of Gafsa, left 

Rome on 14 January and diverted the Rome-Tunis flight. Saich landed at 
Palermo, but he wanted to go to Tripoli. And he told the Italian police 
that he belonged to the "El Thya el arabi" (Arab Rebirth), that is a group 
of Libyan inspiration tied to the Tunisian Liberation Front. The diversion 
of the flight came less than 2 weeks before the Gafsa "affair!" 


There is more. Among Mergeni's 28 "Palestinian" Tunisians there was one 
expert in launching guided missiles. At Beirut, the Gafsa chief particu- 
larly looked for a specialist of this kind. And this is in the trial 
record. And since the last shipment of weapons for the attack in Tunisia 
left Lebanon during the last days of December, it is very probable that 
the two missile launchers, found a few weeks earlier in the possession of 
independent Daniele Pifano and destined for Palestine, had Gafsa as their 
final destination. It is well-known that the sale of arms, even the most 
sophisticated, flourishes in Italy, but the details of the Tunis trial 
yielded something more disconcerting: During the closed-door sessions 
various defendants revealed that Qadhdhafi had established secret weapons 
caches at Tunis, Stax, Kairuan, Biserte, that is, in the principal cities 
ot Tunisia. And someone added that many other secret caches are located 
on the shores of the Mediterranean. Where? The lawyers leaked a few 
names: Sicily and Corsica. 


On Saint Stephen's Day, Mergheni and his crew left Rome for Algiers. During 
the flight on Alitalia AZ170 he gave each one 2,000 French francs (400,000 
lire to die, or if all went wel for life imprisonment). At Algiers, the 
command escaped a police chec Someone (it seems certain to have been an 
‘LN colonel who sympathized with Palestinian and Qadhdhafi extremism, an 
influential man, if he was able to do what he wanted in the airport of a 
capital city) took the command into the city where they put up at the 

Hotel El Menzah. 


Atter a tew days, the 29 men took a bus for Tebessa, in southern Algeria, 
and from there went by truck, led by a 404 Peugeot, to Gafsa. On 3 
January the ‘Lebanese’ command which were to be joined later by 16 terror- 
ists who came from Lebanon by land through the "Qadhdhafi Trail" (which 
rosses the desert to join Libya to the combat areas of the sub-Saharan) 
was already installed in the city of Gafsa. Almost all had iamilies and 
relatives there The city has 32,000 inhabitants. Everyone knew about 
their presence, their plans. No one talked, but few participated. 
irrection never took place and after a day of victory the “revolutionaries” 

were captured by the Tunisian Army. They left three dead on the fieid of 
battle and they lett arms valued at 700 million lire. 


Mergheni'’s story is a good explanation of how terrorism has developed a 
Mediterranean character and enjoys the suspected complicity of members of 
the hierarchy of various countries. The confession of Ezzedin Sherif, 
called "Crosseyes," political head of the operation, documents how the 


Qadhdhafi Headquarters is vast, well-organized and dangerous. The 











interrogators of the other defendants proved definitively that the web of 
training camps of non-Libyans in Libya represents a serious threat to 
Mediterranean peace, 


Qadhdhafi's "foreign legion" counts certainly at least 20,000 men, including 
Europeans, Arabs, Latin-Americans, Asians and Africans. Seven thousand of 
these who are known in Libya as "Third World liberators" goose-stepped in 

a parade with modern weapons, on 1 September at Benghasi, before Colonel 
Qadhdhafi. 


These men are guided by three units. Qadhdhafi's ultrasecret committee 
(Maktab Tasdir Athaura), consisting of political and military specialists 
in subversion, coups d'etat and terrorism, a non-government organization 
headed by the Qadhdhafi theoretician Ahmed Salem, has the permanent task 
of exporting revolution to every country in the Mediterranean and the 
Third World. From last December, that is from the vulgar break between 
Arafat's Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO] and Qadhdhafi, influential 
advisers of this committee are also the three leaders of Palestinian 
extremism, George Habash, Nayel Hawatmeh and Ahmed Jebril. In Tunisia 
they say they are certain that for the coming months the committee has 
decided on a revival in grand style of international terrorism. 


Under the committee, whose effective leader is Qadhdhafi himself, are the 
BAL (specializing in subversion in Arab countries) and the Bureau des 
Relations Exterieures (BRE--Foreign Relations Office), run by Saif Kadat 
(who many say is a relative of Qadhdhafi). His task is to train terrorists, 
to pay them, to arm them, to support them through the Libyan embassies in 
Furopean Nations and in those of the non-Arab Third World. European 
terrorism, therefore, is run by this poureau. 


italian terrorism too? The Gafsa rebels testified to the presence of 
many Corsicans and "Sardinians"” in a Libyan camp, at Benina, near Benghasi. 
its name is Zujur. Other sources confirmes that the Benina camp is the 
"European" base. The camp, a school of sabotage, terrorism, and guerrilla 
wartare in which the Palestinian instructors teach the use of weapons and 
explosives, specializes in "psychological warfare": Political theory, the 
rules of clandestine operations, guerrilla instigation of crowds during 
emonstrations, are the principal "subjects" of instruction. In addition 
the Italians, the participants are militants of the Basque ETA [Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty], the Irish IRA [Irish Republican Army], the 
Corsicans, the Spaniards, the Germans, the Greeks and the Turks. 


irther east of Benghasi, near El Beica, not far from the Egyptian frontier 
there is the El Merd camp. It is the base of about 2,000 Egyptian terrorists. 
vere instruction is given in the use of all weapons including antiaircraft 
annon. The base also performs the function of a naval command special- 
izing in secret landing actions. The instructors, who are Soviet, come 
from the nearby Tobruk base where Soviet Navy ships are anchored. 














In the eastern part o! Libya, in the middle of the desert, toward the 
border with Sudan there is the Maaten Biskara camp, which is reserved for 
Africans (from Chad and from the Sudan, especially) who are trained in the 
use of Kalashnikov riiles and SAM 7 and 9 missile launchers. The instruc- 
tors are Cuban and Russian. The camp has a military runway which served 
for the Cuban airlift to Ethiopia. 


Again in the middle oi the desert, but in western Libya, there is the large 
Sebha camp, an immense depot for tanks of all kinds (7-54, T-62, T-72), 
often in bad condition and without replacement parts. According to sources 
of the French magazine VSD, the Soviets recently sent personnel to this 
camp to repair the war material. This camp, like that more to the south of 
Tummo (toward Algeria) serves for the training of Africans and Arabs 
(Algerians, Moroccans, South Yemenites, Nigerians), but also as a base for 
Qadhdhafi's blitzes (heavy C-130s can land on the Tummo runway). Foreign 
Libyan bases are the landing fields of Azuzu, in Chad, and Hal Far, at 
Malta, ex-NATO Mediterranean base. 


Other camps are the Suani (in Tripoli) and the bases of Zauia, Sirte, 

El Ghenor, near the capital. Im addition the ex-American Wheelus, now 
called Okba lIbn-Nataa, possesses a military arsenal (tanks and weapons 
caches) that is exceptionally modern. Tanks by the hundreds are hidden in 
subterranean tunnels and serve to train (with Soviet and Cuban instructors) 
the men of Qadhdhafi's "foreign legion," a gigantic command group that 
strikes from somewhere in the Mediterranean every day. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDL COMMUNIST PARTY [SSUES STATEMENT 
Beirut AL-NIDA' in Arabic 13 Apr 80 p 10 


(Article: “The Communist Party in Saudi Arabia: The Events of the Great 
Mosque and the Convulsion Have deepened the Crisis of the Regime; Terror 
Will Not Save It"] 


[Text] The central committee of the Communist Party in Saudi Arabia has 
released a detailed communique about its plenary periodic meeting held in 
mid-March. 


Upon reviewing the domestic situation, the central committee pointed out 
that since the events of last November, a situation of watchful waiting 

by the masses, mixed with growing discontent with the course followed by 

the ruling reactionary establishment and with the domination of Saudi Arabia 
by American imperialism, characterizes the prevailing domestic situation in 
Saudi Arabia, despite every means of intimidation and bloody suppression 
used by the regime. 


The central committee stressed that any new developments and events will 
come as no surprise, since, in certain ways, the situation resembles a 
volcano. It is quiet on the outside, but seething and boiling on the inside. 
Patriotic and democratic forces in the country must ascertain when and how 

it will erupt and what it will eject. 


The communique added that the November events confirmed a whole set of 
indications and conclusions which can be summed up as follows: 


|. During its modern history, the country has never seen 4 “ass movement 
oppose the existing regime and imperialism with such intense, broad-based 
power as demonstrated by the convulsion of the eastern region and the armed 
takeover of the Great Mosque in Mecca. 


2. What has happened is a logical outgrowth of independent and objective 
factors and conditions. since the masses have reached a stage of perception 
and awareness whereby they can no longer accept exploitation, intimidation 
and disregard of the oterests of the people and the nation. 








ij, These events have shaken the regime of absulute monarchy, and have 
forever destroyed ite prestige which was imposed by force, Moreover, (they 
heve deepened the crisis of the establishment, hastened its disintegration, 
and exposed the spurious nature of the soctety of “security and wellbeing 
enjoyed by the Saudi people.” 


4. Por the firac time, religious and patriotie segments of the population 

are playing an important role in the overall national demec i. struggle. 

Thies te an indication of the widening base of the popular , ition to the 
Saudi regime. 


5. This marks the begin..ing of a specific new phase in the overall confronta- 
tion between the various patriotic forces of the Saudi people and the 
reactionary ruling establishment, since never before in the history of the 
country have all forme of peaceful © 4 non-peaceful strife been used as 
during the November events. It is ..w clear that in confronting the 
reactionary violence of the establishment and its bloody means of repression, 
it is necessary to master all forms of struggle, including the use of arms. 
The revolutionary forces must be vigilant and prepared for all eventualities. 


The communique indicated that the steps and actions taken by the establishment 
to stabilize conditions in a desperate attempt to survive the effects of the 
November convulsion, took the form o a purge in the army, the national guard, 
the ministry of interior and General Inteliigence; an extensive campaign 

of arrests of citizens; and a series of phantom promises about changing 

the course and mentality of the regine to absurd the discontent of the mas:es. 
The ruling establi ‘ment, which has been gripped by fear of an uprising of 

the people and of . change in the baiance of power in the area and the res: 

of the world in favor of the forces of liberation, progress and socialism, 

has begun to rely more and more on the backing and protection of international 
imperialism, particularly American imperialism. Saudi officials have begun 

to call upon American impertalism to take the initiative and to establish 1 
silitary presence in the area of the Gulf and the Peninsula under the ill- 
reputed slogan of hostility to communism and the Soviets. They use the 
Soviet people's support for the people and revolution of Afghanistan as an 
excuse and a screen to cover up all kinds of aggressive projects and plans 

for imperialism. These include an earnest effort to create regional 
alliances with the sponsorship and protection of the United States. In 
accordance with the secret agreement concluded between the American adminis- 
tration and the ruling ..tablishment, American forces have the right to use 
ait, sea and iand bases in Saud. Arabia. In addition, these forces are 
actually in the Dhahran air base and the al-Jubayl naval base. This has 
effeccively turned Saudi Arabia into a storehouse of imperialist weapons 

wd fuel, and « base for mobilization and launching of American forces 
particulariy) quick intervention forces. 


The communique pointed out that in keeping with its role in the imperialist 


master pian, Saudi Arabia tries to save suspicious conspiratorial 
transactions from the impasse they reach. While doing so, of course, they 
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continue their [phony] criticiem of the Lamp David agreement and manifest 
concern over the Palestine iasue! 


The communique stressed that there had been no essential change in the nature 
and polley of the regime, as it continues to be @ backward reactionary regime, 
closely tled with imperialiem and its monopolistic companies. 


The communique sums up by saying that the Communist Party in Saudi Arabia, 
pased on its evaluation and analysis of the various aspects of the domest tx 
situation and its definition of the most important link in the chain of ite 
Guties, reaffirma that the main blow for which al] forces and energies must 
be mobilized should be directed at ending the absolutist regime which is 
Linked with impertaliom and ite monopolist i companies, in favor of creating 
4 Nationalist, democratic regime that would express the interests of the 
Mjority of the masses of the peuple. 
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SAUDL ARABLA 


GOVERNMENT MAY HELP TO FINANCE AIRCRAFT DEVELOPMENT 


Paria LE MONDE in French 18 Mar 80 p 48 


[Text] Kuwait (AFP)--Saudi Arabia has decided to pay $1.5 million (about 
6.45 million francs) to the private group of Dassault-Breguet for the con- 
struction of the new combat plane, Mirage 4000, according to a report in 
the Kuwaiti newspaper, AL QABAS, on Sunday, 16 March. Quoting “American 
sources’ and correspondence from Washington, the newspaper adds that "the 
Saudi government reportedly made thie decision to revive the Mirage 4000 
project which had been abandoned for lack of capital.” 





in a related connection, AL QABAS reports that relations between Saudi 
Arabia and France have been considerably strengthened, basicaliy in the 
military sector, since the visit in March by the president of the French 
Republic, Valery Giscard d'Esetaing to the Persian Gulf and statements from 
Paris on the Palestinian problems. 


In reality, the Mirage 4000 project was not abandoned, as the prototype 
nae had 100 hours of test flights since ite firet flight a year ago. 
dowever, the financing of this program, which is destined basically for 
export, is for the moment the result of an initiative by the private 
French builder who gives an estimate of 6 billion france as the cost of 
the funding still required for the definitive development of the airplane, 
including the costs of industrialization. 


saudi Arabia, which has already purchased F-5 and F-15 American planes, 

has never concealed the fact that it would eventually be interested in 

the twin-jet [bireacteur] Mirage 4000, a superior aircraft, to round out 
ite combat forces. Even though Rivadh has decided to share in the develop- 
ment funding of thie airplane, it must still get the approval of Paris. 
However, it is known that Giscard d'Esetaing, at the time of his recent 

trip to the Near Fast, emphasized how concerned France was about the main- 
tenance of security in this region. 


As of the moment, Dasesault-Breguet has not received any financial contri- 
sution from Saudi Arabia for studies on the Mirage 4000. 
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SAUDI ARAL l “ 


BRLEFS 


HEL LCOPTER PURCHASE=-Saudi Arabia wishes to purchase from France an anti- 
surface vessel weapons system consisting of helicopters and missiles 
designed by the National Industrial Aerospace Company (SNIAS). A dele- 
gation from the Saudi navy was received recently by the authorities of the 
French Defense Ministry and officials of the “tactical missiles” and 
“helicopters” divisions of the SNIAS. The weapons system in question 
involves the combining of the Dauphin helicopter, in its twin engine 
version, and the air-to-surface AS-15 missile (all weather). The Dauphin 
465 N (N for naval) wae flown for the first time in March 1979. It is to 
begin coming off the assembly line at the start of 1981. The Dauphin has 
already been purchased abroad by the U.S. Coast Guard. [Text] [Paris 

LE MONDE in French 22 Feb 80 p 3] 8143 
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SYRIA 


NATION WILLING TO SEEK SOVLET ASSISTANCE AGAINST ISRAELI AGGRESSION 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 1 Mar 80 p 29 


{Article by Damascus correspondent Louis Faris: "Will Syria Seek Soviet 
Intervention If Israel Attacks the Eastern Front’) 


[Text] Begin is escalating his campaign regarding the 
“Northern Front boiling over" in preparation for aggres- 
sions,and Syrian contacts are under way to convene a 
summit conference of the Steadfastness and Resistance 
Nations. 


On Saturday, 23 February 1980, the Syrian foreign ministry summoned the 
heads of the diplomatic delegations of the nations which are members of 

the U.N. Security Council, and informed them of the contents of the message 
which the deputy prime minister and foreign minister, Mr ‘Abd al-Halim 
Khaddam, sent 2 days earlier to Dr Kurt Waldheim, secretary general of the 
United Nations, concerning the Israeli statements, threats and military 
movements under way as part of preparations for aggression against Syria. 


Although reports of U.N. observers in the area have denied Israeli claims 

of unusual concentrations of thousands of Syrian tanks, Damascus has noted 
that the Israeli effort, corroborated by sources and agencies of the Sadat 
regime, to escalate tension and psychological warfare and create an appro- 
priate atmosphere to undertake aggressive action against Syria, continues 

to accelerate. 


The campaign of agitation against Syria which Menachem Begin, the Israeli 

prime minister, begen as of the end of the last year, has reached alarming 
proportions. As part of it, he stated: “The northeast borders are boiling 
like a cauldron, anc we must prepare ourselves to confront the situation... 


After Ezer Weizman went so far as to declare a state of readiness within 
the Israeli forces, he began to pour out threats against Syria, and to say 
that Syria is preparing for aggression with the backing of the Soviet Union. 


As for the Israeli intelligence chief, he said: “Israel must take into 
account the danger of the situation on the northern borders flaring up.... 











He also said: “There is a danger of all-out war which Syria will wage 
against Israel.” 


A Syrian offictal has pointed out the collusion of the Camp David parties, 
and the correlation between the attacks and fabrications of the organa and 
agencies of the Egyptian regime with the fabrications and allegations of 
the Israelis and their information media. For days the Sadat press has 
been discussing the fact that the Soviet Union is encouraging Syria to 
undertake military action against Israel, 


The Syrian official added that the danger of the situation is increased by 
the fact that the campaign against Syria coincides with the presence of 
Leraeli military concentrations near pointe of contact with the Arab Con- 
frontation Front and with Israeli military maneuvers in the vicinity of the 
lines dividing the two fronts. He said that Israel is taking advantage of 
a period when “imperialism has shifted to a course of adventure, reckless- 
ness and threats of military intervention in a desperate move to extend 

ite control over the region and ite ofl riches and to impose capitulation 
upon the Arabs." 


The Syrian official mentioned that the history of Israel reveals that the 
principle of using force has been one of the basic cornerstones of Israeli 
policy since the formation of the state of Israel. Also, blitzkrieg in the 
Negi manner and pre-emptive warfare are among the methods preferred by the 
Israeli rulers. 


Syria moved on a world-wide level. It alerted the United Nations and all 
of the nations of the world to the danger of the situation and to the ag- 
gression under preparation in the areas under Israeli rule. He said that 
Syria will face all eventualities “with bravery and with a great sense of 
responsibility with regard to the Syrian homeland, the Arab nation and the 
cause of peoples aspiring for freedom, progress and peace in the world. 
Telephone calls made by President Hafiz ai-Asad to Libyan President Muammar 
Qadhdhafi and Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid, to convene a summit con- 
ference of the Steadfastness and Resistance Front, give an idea of the 
seriousness with which Syria views the situation and the extent of its 
determination to confront all eventualities with appropriate moves, pre- 
cautions and action. 


Immediately following his departure from a meeting of the Syrian Command 
in which the Israeli threats were discussed, a high Syrian official told 
AL=-MUSTAQBAL: “Those who imagine that military action will compensate them 
for their political failure are dreamers indeed. Just as the Camp David 
campaign turned into defeat for those who launched it, aggression against 
Syria will turn into disaster for its perpetrators and defeat for those 
who support it.” 


in reply to a question as to whether Syria would resort to requesting 
Soviet military intervention to assist Syria in repelling Israeli aggres: 
sion, he said: “Syria will never hesitate to undertake any measures it 


% 











deems necessary to protect itself and inflict defeat upon ite enemies." 
He added: "Syria possesses enough power of ite own as well as Arab sup- 
port and international friendships, to be capable of taking whatever 
action te required by Syrian national interests and the national inter- 
este of the Arab nation ae a whole.” 


9605 
C80; 4802 








TUNTSLA 


OAU OFFICIAL APPRISED OF GAFSA INCIDENT 
Kodjo=-Mzali Meet ing 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 20 Mar 80 pp 1, 4 


{\Article: "Edem Kodjo After His Meeting With Mohamed Mzali: '‘'Gafsa Is an 
African Matter'") 


[Text] Tunisian positions have always been a credit to the OAU [Organiza- 
tion of African Unity]. 


Yesterday, Mr Mohamed Mzali, minister of national education in charge of 
coordinating governmental action for the president of the republic, received 
in his departmental office Mr Edem Kodjo, secretary general of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity (OAU), and his delegation, on their visit to Tunisia, 
in the presence of Mr Mohamed Fitouri, minister of foreign affairs. 


During this meeting, Mr Mohamed Mzali gave information and explanations to 
the secretary general of the OAU on the attack on Gafsa. With regard to 
this issue, Mr Kodjo pointed out that, in his opinion, whatever goes on in 
Tunisia is an African matter, remarking that Tunisia is a peaceful country 
whose position has always been a credit to the OAU. 


Mr Mzali Receives the Moroccan Ambassador 


Moreover, Mr Mzali received yesterday afternoon, in his office, Mr Mohamed 
Tazi, Moroccan ambassador to Tunisia. 


At that time, the Moroccan diplomat presented a typewriter with Arabic 
lettering, where vowel placements on the keyboard had been invented by 
a Moroccan, to Mr Mohamed Mzali. 


During the meeting, the two parties also raised questions of interest to 
the bilateral cooperation between Tunisia and Morocco. 


During the meeting, the two parties also raised questions of interest to the 
bilateral cooperation between Tunisia and Morocco. 











Klibi-Kodjo Conversation 


Yesterday at noon, Mr Chedli Klibi, secretary general of the League of 
Arab Nations, received Mr Edem Kodjo, secretary general of the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity. 


At the end of the meeting, Mr Kodjo made the following statement: ‘'We 

had very fruitful dis« sions with the secretary general of the League 

of Arab Nations, my brother Chedli Klibi, on the problems of Afro-Arab 

cooperation, We took stock of the situation and we studied the future 

and tried to lay the foundation to revitalize this cooperation which is 
important to both our groups. 


"We firmly believe in the Afro-Arab cooperation, and we believe that it 
must be preserved and actively promoted, regardless of any political 
problems. 


"In this respect, I believe that the meeting we had this morning is of 
particular importance. We are convinced that after this conversation we 
could, Mr Chedli and I, give new dynamism to the cooperation between the 
Arab and African worlds." 


Mr Edem Kodjo arrived in Tunis yesterday morning in order to begin contact- 
ing Tunisian officials as well as seeing Mr Chedli Klibi. 


Mr Kodjo emphasized in a statement that consultations with the Tunisian 
authorities will deal with problems on the African continent and the im- 
plementation of resolutions taken by a certain number of authorities in 

the Pan-African organization, particularly by the 54th Council of Ministers 
of the OAU, during its recent meeting in Addis Ababa. 


On his arrival at the international airport of Tunis-Carthage, Mr Edem 
Kodjo was met by Mr Fouad Mebazaa, minister of information and cultural 
affairs and Mr Chedli Klibi, secretary general of the League of Arab 
Nations. 





Edem Kodjo Visits Gafsa 





funis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 21 Mar 80 p 4 


_Text}) Accompanied by Mr Mohamed Fitouri, the secretary general of the OAU 
expressed his distress concerning the attack. 


Messrs Mohame: Fitouri, minister of foreign affairs, and Edem Kodjo, secre- 
tary general of the OAU, went to Gafsa yesterday afternoon. On their ar- 
rival they were met by Messrs M'hamed Abbes and Mohamed Chokri, the governor 
and secretary general respectively of the coordinating committee of the 
party in Gafsa. 


9 








On this occasion, Mr Edem Kodjo could see the damage done at the end of 
last month during the attack on Gafsa. 


Thus, he visited the "Ahmed T1lili” barracks, the ones in the city, and 
other places attacked during the assault, 


(he secretary general visited the families of the victims of the attack, 
and offered them his condolences. Mr Mohamed Fitouri also offered his 
condolences to these families who, at thie time, received savings books, 
made out in their names, from the general commission for support for the 
victims of the Gafsa attack. 


Messrs Mohamed Fitouri and Edem Kodjo then visited the premises of the 
national guard and of the police, and the mosque which had been attacked, 


The secretary general expressed his sorrow regarding the attack on Gafsa, 
and praised the heroism of the citizens, the army and the police. 
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TUNISIA 


PRESIDENT HOSTS GAFSA, JERID DELEGATIONS 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 1 Apr 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] The president of the Republic and Mrs Wassila Bourguiba played 
host yesterday morning at the Carthage Palace to a delegation of Gafsa 
Governorate, which had come to express its gratitude and thanks to the 
Supreme Combatant on behalf of the people of the region following the 
presidential decision concerning the transfer of the seat of the phosphate 
company to Gafsa. 


The delegation was made up of Party and Administrative staff, as well as 
representatives of national organizations from the region, led by Messrs 
M'hamed Abbes and Mohamed Chokri, governor and secretary-general respec- 
tively of the Coordinating Committee. 


In front of the president of the Republic and on behalf of the governorate 
staff, Mohamed Chokri gave a speech during which he recalled the meeting 

at Nefta which had reunited the Supreme Combatant with his children of the 
governorate of Gafsa. This reunion took place following the aggression 
perpetrated upon this city, and it was a meeting where the people of the 
region had reaffirmed their attachment to President Bourguiba and their 
determination to repel all aggression in order to defend the invulnerability 
of the country and preserve what the nation had attained. 


Chokri continued, on behalf of all the people of the governorate, by saying 
that he was happy to express the esteem and gratitude they felt towards 

his excellency for the concern he continued to show towards the region and 
the people. His decision to transfer the seat of the phosphate company 

to Gafsa, a decision both praiseworthy and highly beneficial, was one made 
by a man who has not spared any effort to orient, instruct, and make all 
the regions of the country prosper. 





There is no doubt, he added, that this company--in which the state has taken 
a special interest since 1970, reserving 180 millions of dinars worth of 
credit for the modernization of its equipment, and raising the general 
salary from 5 to 21 M.D.--will soon experience an increase in production. 
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This development will be favored by the administration's presence on the 
premises, which will serve to iron out difficulties and create a favorable 
atmosphere which will incite the worker to increase his efforts to parti- 
cipate efficiently in the realization of the development objectives, and 
to make the Southwest of the country an industrialized region capable of 
realizing adequate and stable life conditions. 


Un this occasion, the Supreme Combatant asked the Gafsa Governorate staff 
to work harder at making the worker more sensitive to the problems of better 
production, 


the president ot the Republic also underlined the necessity of ending 
waste and reducing consumption in order to insure the anticipated success 
of this development. 


The head of state and his wife entertained their guests, as well as Driss 
Guiga, minister of the interior, at breakfast. 


The president of the Republic and Mrs Wassila Bourguiba also received a 
delegation from Jerid, led by Mohamed Chokri and M'hamed Abbes, in the 
White Room of the Carthage Palace. 


fhe head of state and his wife shook hands with members of the delegation, 
composed of staff and Jerid militants, who had come to express their thank: 
to the Supreme Combatant for the concern he testified towards this region 
by deciding to make it a governorate. 


On this occasion Mohamed Soudani, member of the Party's Central Committee, 
also gave a speech, on behalf of the people of this region, in which he 
expressed their thanks and their joy following the presidential decision 
creating the governorate of Jerid. 


He also testified to the people's attachment to the Supreme Combatant and 
their determination to preserve the republican regime, to reinforce the 
constitutional institutions, and to meet head on all those who would want 
to disrupt the attainment of the nation's goals and the independence of 
the country. 


Mohamed Soudani also congratulated everyone on the spirit of comprehension 
and brotherhood which has always characterized the relations between the 
people of Jerid and Gafsa, emphasizing the fact that both will work together 
for the consolidation of the national unity, something for which the Supreme 
Combatant has made the greatest sacrifices so that Tunisia might always 
remain free, independent and prosperous. 
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TUNISIA 


NEW GOVERNORATE OF JERID ESTABLISHED 
Bourguiba Praised 
Tunis '* “RESSE DE TUNISIE in French 1 Apr 80 pp l, 4 


[Text] The people of Jerid greeted the Supreme Combatant's decision to 
form a goverm «te in their region with satisfaction and gratitude. 


As soon as Driss Guiga, minister of the interior and member of the Political 
Bureau, made the announcement on Sunday in Tazeus, the people took to the 
streets shouting "Long live Bourguiba," thereby demonstrating their sreat 
joy at this presidential initiative. 


Early yestercay morning people began arriving en masse at Tozeur-Nefta 
International Airport to greet Driss Guiga and to ask him to tell the 
head of state of their faithfulness and gratitude. The people of Jerid 
also asked that he be informed of their willingness to work accordin;, to 
party rules in order to attain more for the good of the nation. 


In a joyful atmosphere the people shouted cheers for Bourguiba and sang 
the Revolutionary Hymn. They presented a motion to Driss Guiga in which 
they mentioned their joy and their pride at President Bourguiba's historic 
decision, 


Moreover, they paid tribute to the Supreme Combatant who, by this action, 
responded to the hopes of Jerid's masses, which in turn caused them to 
reaffirm their determination to work unfailingly in order to warrant the 
head of state's confidence and to be worthy enough of an event that will 
be the departure point for the economic and social promotion of the region. 


Driss Guiga was asked to pass this motion, read by Mohamed Sondani, member 
of the Party's Central Committee, on to the Supreme Combatant. 


For this occasion, the writer Hechmi Bellamine recited a poem in which he 
expressed the joy of the people of Jerid towards the head of state's 
initiative, and their gratitude to the nation's leader. 
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Driss Gulga assured the people and the staff under M'hamed Abbes, governor 
of Gafsa, and Mohamed Chokri, secretary-general of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee who were present that he would transmit their feelings of affection, 
faith, and support to the Supreme Combatant. He also indicated his satis- 
faction with the accomplishments realized in the governorate of Gafsa, 
which are the results of clairvoyant Bourguibian politics, as well as the 
people's attachment to their leader and to their party. 


New Governor Named 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 1 Apr 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Following the proposal of Driss Guiga, minister of the interior, 
and by presidential decree, Tahar Ben H'jel was named head of the recently 
formed Jerid Governorate. 


Tahar Ben H'jel, who was recently appointed governor of Jerid, was born 
6 November 1928 in Menzel Bou Zelfa. 


He attended primary school in his native city, pursued secondary studies 
at the College Sadiki, and then continued his higher education at the 
University of Zitouna, where he received the "Ettahsll" diplome in 1953. 
He also holds a degree from the National School of Administ’... o> and the 
Tunis Advanced School of Law. 


Tahar Ben H'jel has been delegate of Tozeur (1956-1957), Reac, ci (1957-1960), 
and Mateur (1960-1965) successively. 


He was then appointed first delegate of Bizerte (1965-1967), Gafsa (1967- 
1969), Sousse (1969-1971), Sfax (1971-1978) and has been first delegate of 
Zaghouan ever since. 


Tahar Ben H'jel has been closely involved at the heart of the Party from 
a very young age. He was president of the Youth Association of Menzel 
Bou Zelfa, and a member of the General Union of Tunisian Students (UGET). 
Tahar Ben H'jel is a Bizerte medal holder. He is Officer of the Order 
of the Republic and of the Order of Independence. He is married and has 
four children. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


TRADE UNIONISTS RELEASED--The minister of interior made known that on the 
orders of President Bourguiba, and on the occasion of Independence Day, 

the following prisoners were parvled: Khereddine Ben Hedi Ben Thar Salhi, 
Taieb Ben Ali Ben Brahim Baccouche, Mohamed Salah called Hassine ben Tahar 
fen Othman Ben Kaddour, Abderrazak Ben Saad Ben Mohamed Ayoub, Ismail Ben 
Brahim Ben Hassine Sahbani, Mohamed Naji Ben Sadok Ben Hassine Chaari, 
Mustapha Ben Brahim Gharbi, Abdelaziz called Abdelhamid Ben Aid Ben Mohamed 
belaid. [Text) [Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 20 Mar 80 p 1) 9465 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


NATLONAL LIBERATION ALONE WILL ENSURE SAHARAN PRACI 
Parise DEMAIN L'APRIQUE in French No 49, 24 Mar 80 pp 0-3) 
[Article by Had} Benchehnida: “Saharan Republic: ‘They’ Number 36") 


|Text! Nearly 300 vehicles, ranging {rom the Land Rover to the French- 
Austrian SK105 tank and including the Unimog GMC's and the heavy artillery 
pieces, lead an impressive military parade. On thie 28 February 1980 in 
liberated territory of the Weatern Sahara, the Saharan Democratic Arab Re- 
public (SDAR) te# celebriting the fourth anniversary of its proclamation. 
Four years have already gone by! But in those 4 short years, surprising 
progress has been achieved by the Saharan people in their struggle for inde- 
pendence, led by the POLISARIO Front, as these demonstrations amply show. 


We are in the middle of the desert. <A sotiev crowd of children, women and 


old people acclaim the exploits of the soldiers of their People's Liberation 
Arey in the desert war. Their terminable “youyous” wend their way through 
the limpid, burning air in the implacable sun While the festivities are 


going on, all able men are at the front, with the obvious exception of those 
manning the vehicles or parading before the official stands, 


All this rolling stock, without counting the recoilless cannons, the bazookas 
and individual weapons, has been taken from the enemy. Once the presenta- 
tion of these spoils of war is over, 2,500 soldiers in arms will parade in 
turn in an impeccable order. Everyone can see that the infantry, radio units, 
medical corps, engineers and commandos devote themselves to demonstrations 
greatiy appreciated by military experts. 


Otel. de Carvalho, major in the Portuguese Army and one of the leading figures 
in the “carnation revolution” which on 25 April 1974 in Lisbon decided the 
fate of the dictatorial regime of Antonio de Oliveira Salazar, is one of 

the guests of the Saharan authorities. He follows with particular attention 
the military provisions of the POLISARIO armies. As a atrategist, he 

draws the conclusions of a specialist about the evolution of this war that 

is putting the desert to fire and eword and spreading as far as southern 
Moroccan territory. He was to tell us: “Il am an artillery officer and 

the impressive booty we have just seen denotes, in my opinion, a fatal laxity 











on the part of the Moroccan Officers Corps, tn all the armies of the world, 
soldiers are taualht to deatroy their materiel if they have to withdraw, One 
never leta it fall into the hands of the enemy in such large quantities,” 


Again the beating hot sun, the tnatolerable brightness, the endless sanda, 
the natural environment of an entire people mobilized to win back the aol 
of the homeland, to gain tndependence, This atruggle ia not only military 
in nature. It aleo takes on the dimensions of a political and diplomatic 
battle in which the POLISA&IO leaderea show that they are quite remarkable 
atrategiats in the field, 


Already the evening before, at nightfall, after going through the tent city 
whose lighta we had seen in the distance and as soon as we entered the camp 
where the baked=brick, whitewashed constructions seemed to bear witness to 
the builders’ determination to tell the world of their intention of estab- 
lishing a compound capable of withstanding the test of time, an early mark 

of the diplomatic successes won by the young republic wae evident: The [lage 
of 35 nations waved in the eky. In 4 veare, 35 countries have officially 
recognized the existence of the SDAR. 





Today, while the anniversary celebrations were underway, 4 J6th nation joined 
the group. Nor is it just any nation. It is Iran, once the unconditional 
aliv of the Moroccan monarchy. Only a year ago, there was still hesitation 
about removing from that country, shaken to its very foundations by the waves 
‘f the Khomeyni revolution, the image it had shaped for 25 vears as a state 
opposed to the independence of peoples. A woman mounted the platform erected 
in the desert: “The government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, inspired 

by the message of Imam Khomeyni saying that the 15th century of the Hegira 

is to be the beginning of the annihilation of oppressors and that the dis- 
inherited must seize their rights with their own hands, without waiting 

for the oppressors to offer them, encourages the Saharan militants to con- 
tinue and strengthen their final strugele,” she said simply. That was ail. 


The brief but totally unambiguous message was heard in total silence. it 

was Mra Sodabeh Sodeyfi whe read it, none other than the special representa- 
tive of [rantan President Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr, elected to the presidency of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran on 25 January. Iran's flag was solemnly hoisted 
to ite place beside the 35 others and a long, very long ovation hailed the 
event. Tehran had just officially recognized the Saharan Republic. 


two uther delegations were to attract the attention of observers: first of 
sll, that of Mauritania. / less than » year ago, this country wae alongside 
Moroceo, actively involved in the conflict. It has now resolutely embarked 
upon another path. An adviser to the president in Nouakchott, Mahjoub Ould 
Beye, head of the Mauritanian delegation, hailed the clearsightedness mani- 
‘ested by the POLISARIO Front in the opening of the peace process that started 
after the fall of former chief of state Mokhtar Ould Daddah. He then reaf- 
firmed his government's determination to do everything possible to help re- 
store complete peace in the region. 
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Next came the Niver delegation headed by Salifou Sometla, Niger's ambassador 
to Alalera. We spoke clearly, expressing his country's support for the strup- 
gie being waged »y the Saharan people to regain their independence. In the 
very tone and terma of his speech, one could detect the signe of the resolute 
determination of Niamey authorities to emerge from the cautious reserve they 
had previously maintained regarding the conflict in the Weatern Sahara. This 
evolution could »e a eign of the coming eatablishment of diplomatic relation» 
between the republice of Niger and the Sahara. 


The POLISARIO Front ta serenely banking on it. There ia now a chance that 
between now and july, « majority may emerge at the annual summit conference 
of the Organization of African Unity to be held in Freetown, capital of 
Sierca Leone, favoring admission of the Saharan Republic as a full member. 

if votes should be lacking, they would be few in number and the chance misse:| 
would definitely be made up for in 1981. With the coming independence of 
Zimbabwe, given che change in attitude of Ndjamena, and perhaps because of 
the resentment Tripoli now harbors toward Rabat because of the Moroccans’ 
zeai in the Tunisian incident in Gafaa, more than one door is opening before 
the Saharans. 


But the military effectiveness and the diplomatic successes could not totally 
explain the support of these people for those who direct the national strug- 
gle. Each person has been able to examine the detailed organization of the 
Saharan government machine, which is marked by the principle of fairness. 
Everything has been designed to serve the collective interests of the social 
body: administrition, justice, the distribution of food, health, the devel- 
opment of handicraft production under extremely difficult conditions. In 
addition to the hardships imposed by the climate and the natural environment 
are the upheavals» due to the exodus and implacable demands imposed by a 
wartime economy on a ce ciety already completely impoverished. But the mira- 
cle is happening Every wilaya (governorate!) has its own supply store. 
Fducation and health are the object of particularly remarkable and praise- 
worthy efforts and are the top priority. 


No one can doubt it: This people and their leaders have to have overwhelm- 
ing reasons for -ontinuing the war in spite of everything. But national 
liberation has no price. It alone will bring peace to the Western Sahara 
and the entire region. To achieve it, there must be discreet negotiations 
between the adversaries because no one can decide on behalf of either of 
the two belligerants. 


The Saharan leaders are praying for peace. They seized the opportunity 
of the international gathering which took place on the anniversary of their 
state's founding to send an invitation to Morocco to engage in talks in 
order to put an end to the desert war. It is now up to King Hassan II. 


11,464 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


MOROCCO'S SAHARAN DEFEA’S TO HAVE POLITICAL EFFECTS 
Paris DEMAIN L'AFRIQUE (n French No 49, 24 Mar 80 p 31 
[Article by R. M.: “Ouorkegdzg: Lost Lllusions"] 


[Text] After the sting ng defeat which the Saharan People's Liberation Army 
just inflicted on the Riyal Armed Forces (FAR) in Moroccan territory, in 

the Djebel Ouarkziz, auchorities in Rabat are facing a most critical politi- 
cal situation, 


Firet of all, they undertook a wide-ranging operation for the purpose of 
ridding the southern region of the country of the POLISARIO troops, whose 
mere presence in Moroccan provided public proof that failing to control its 
own territory, the Moroccan Army could not claim to be master of the Western 
Sahara. 


In the hope of «rushing the Saharan forces operating in Morocco, Rabat 
pianned an operation which, in the minds of the Moroccan military leaders, 
nad to be decisive and restore their advantage. It was Gen Ahmed Alimi, 
assigned to King Hassan II, who would conceive and direct the offensive. 
He used 7,000 men belonging to the elite Ouhoud and Zellaga groups. From 
1 to ll March, they would have massive air support. They would have to 
fight two major battles: one in Ametti from 1 to 6 March and the other in 
N'Gueb from 9 t« 11 March. 


The result was that the Moroccan Army was routed and, according to the ac- 
count of the AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE special correspondent, "“Newsmen present 
observed that the POLISARIO Front was master of the terrain." This report 
was confirmed by the British press agency REUTER. Royal Armed Forces losses 
were 2,000 casualties, 137 men taken prisoner, over 250 vehicles -- includiny 
tanks and cannons -- destroyed and over 150 recovered by Saharan soldiers. 


Sooner or later, such a resounding defeat cannot fail to have serious politi- 
al repercussions. How can public opinion and the Moroccan Army continue to 
withetand the financial and human burden of a war that now more than ever 
ippears to have no solucion, despite the announcements of victory and forced 
ptimism put out by authorities in Rabat? 
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NEAR EBAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
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WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 





WORLDVIDE REPORT: Environmental Quality 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Epidemiology 

AORLDWIDE REPORT: Law of the Sea 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Nuclear Development and Proliferation 

WORLDWIDE REPORT: Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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